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Middle Palaeolithic: Middle Stone Age, 
Mousterian, Levallois



Q1: What did Prentiss discover about the Sullivan 
and Rozen typology? 

Q2: Sketch this, and add 
at least three labels on 
the axis and other lines

Q3: Steven Kuhn proposed a versatile approach to 
interpreting assemblages based on the provisioning 
of ____ and the provisioning of _____



Q1. Why is Nick Toth’s classification 
system for the Olduwan better than 
Mary Leakey’s?
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Q1. Why is Nick Toth’s classification 
system for the Olduwan better than 
Mary Leakey’s?

Q2. What are the three main types of 
stone artefact that are found in 
Achuelean assemblages?

Q3. What two differences between 
handaxes found in East Africa and East 
Asia?





Middle Stone Age in Africa

Middle Palaeolithic in 
Europe

Middle Palaeolithic in Asia



Middle 
Stone Age



Richard Klein has argued 
that the Middle Stone Age 
of Africa is just like the 
Middle Paleolithic of 
Eurasia, a long and 
monotonous period of flake 
tools and stagnation, 
followed by a rapid 
revolutionary change to 
technological 
sophistication and 
economic and social 
complexity.



Disappearance of handaxes and 
cleavers

Appearance of points & blades

Refinement and increasing 
proportion of prepared cores 
(Levallois methods of flake 
production





Acheulean-to-MSA transition: fundamental change is the 
end of LCTs and a shift to projectile point technology.



Pinnacle Point near Mossel Bay (South Africa)



Pinnacle Point near Mossel Bay (South Africa)



Still Bay points from 
Blombos, 75 ka



Fauresmith Industry, Kathu Pan 1 (KP1) in South Africa, 500 ka







Stone tools 
from the MSA 
Howiesons
Poort levels at 
Klasies River 
(South Africa) 
dated 
to ca. 65,000 
ka



Levallois cores are defined by their two 
asymmetric, opposed surfaces, one (the upper, 
or Levallois surface) dedicated for flake 
production, and the other for striking platform 
preparation







The Levallois Volumetric Concept after Boëda



The Levallois 
Volumetric 
Concept after 
Boëda







Selected cores and flakes from eastern 
African Middle Stone Age sites



Middle 
Palaeolithic

in Europe





François Bordes' typology of Middle 
Paleolithic flake tools divides them 
into scrapers, points, denticulates, 
backed knives, bifaces, and 
miscellaneous other types. 

According to Bordes, these facies
were the product of different culture 
groups. 

Others disagreed, suggesting that 
the facies represented diachronic 
patterning, different activities, scraper 
reduction, or intensity of raw material 
use and climate.

The Great Mousterian Debate







Criteria for Bordes’ typology

Good or bad?











Harold Dibble’s insights from  Pech de l'Azé





Middle 
Palaeolithic

in Asia
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Shuidonggou, China 
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Summary
Middle Stone Age in Africa

Mousterian in Europe

Middle Palaeolithic in Asia


