
Ice Sheet/Shelf Instabilities?

Warmer water underneath?

Surface melt water 

→ Lower albedo

Liquid water between 

ice and rock is slippery

Potential for positive feedbacks and 

“tipping points”



Larsen Ice Shelf Collapse



Sea Level on Geologic Timescales

8 10 12 14 16 18 20
-150

-100

-50

0

50

100

Global Mean Temperature (
o
C)

S
e

a
 L

e
v

e
l 
R

e
la

ti
v

e
 t

o
 P

re
s

e
n

t 
(m

)

Eocene

40 Mya
Pliocene

3 Mya

Today

Last Glacial

Maximum 20 Kya

IPCC 2100 

Estimate

Adapted from Archer, Global Warming



Eastern U.S. 1 m of sea level rise



Eastern U.S. 30 m of sea level rise



Multi-Millenial compared to 2000 yr Sea Level Rise

Thermal expansion

Glaciers

Greenland

Ice-sheet

1 2 3 4 oC Warming



What can be done?



Stratospheric Ozone (O3) Importance

→prevents exposure of terrestrial and 

surface water life to harmful UV 

radiation (causes DNA damage, skin 

cancer and loss of eyesite)

→ absorption of UV radiation important 

for atmospheric energy balance

circulation, precipitation



Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)

Non-toxic, non-flammable, 

easily compressible gases

Used as refrigerants and as 

propellants in spray cans

Thought to be ideal…due to 

safety and durability.

“Aerosol” Spray Cans: NOT SAME AS 

ATMOSPHERIC AEROSOL PARTICLES



Early Warning Signs – But never predicted ozone hole!

Nature, June 28, 1974

Molina, Rowland, and Crutzen win Nobel Prize in 1994
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Discovery of Antarctic Ozone Hole

1950 1970 1980

Reality was worse than the predictions!



Antarctic Ozone Hole Theories

Also a real scientific debate 

➢chemistry versus meteorology

➢human versus natural

➢solar cycles (again!)
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Montreal Protocol (Think “Paris Climate Accord”)

Montreal, 1987: First legally 

binding international agreement

By 1992: a near complete ban on 

production and use of CFCs.

Replacements for CFCs, known as 

HCFCs, fairly easily implemented



World Avoided: Health (Cancer and Cataracts)



Tipping Point Avoided

Tropical Ozone

Year

40% of world’s 

population!

Neuman, et al Atmos. Chem. Phys. 2009

Yikes!

Due to a vicious 

positive feedback
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Ozone Depletion Problem vs Global Warming

• Ozone depletion is not a cause of global warming, but it was a 

global scale environmental problem with major consequences in 

the distant future



Ozone Depletion Problem vs Global Warming

• Ozone depletion is not a cause of global warming, but it was a 

global scale environmental problem with consequences in the 

distant future

• Scope of the ozone depletion problem would have been far 

worse than expected at time solutions were put into action 

– Are global warming predictions too conservative (e.g. sea 

level rise debate)? Or are climate scientists “crying wolf?”
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distant future

• Scope of the ozone depletion problem would have been far 
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consumer/industry practices



Renewed CFC-11 Emissions?

Nature 2019



Ozone Depletion Problem vs Global Warming

• Ozone depletion is not a cause of global warming, but it was a 

global scale environmental problem with consequences in the 

distant future

• Scope of the ozone depletion problem would have been far 

worse than expected at time solutions were being sought and 

put into action 

– Are global warming predictions too conservative? Or are 

climate scientists “crying wolf?”

• Solution of the ozone depletion problem required (and still 

requires) international cooperation and changes to 

consumer/industry practices

• Solving the ozone depletion problem was the largest and most 

successful global warming mitigation policy to date – by banning 

CFCs which are potent GHGs



An Ozone Depletion – Global Warming Connection

CFCs are potent Greenhouse Gases!

CO2 Forcing

CFC Forcing

No Montreal 

Protocol

CFC Forcing

1st Montreal 

Protocol



Anthropogenic GHG Forcing

53
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15 Wedge Strategies in 4 Categories

See Carbon Mitigation Initiative

http://cmi.princeton.edu/


Alternative to the Wedges Approach: Geo-engineering?

Solar Radiation Management

--increase albedo to offset GHG 

warming

Carbon capture

--actively scrub CO2 from the 

atmosphere



Geo-engineering: Particles in Stratosphere

Estimates: Need 1 – 5 Tg S/yr to negate doubled CO2



Geo-engineering: Particles in Stratosphere

~20 Tg S in 
stratosphere

Need Mt. 
Pinatubo every 2-
4 years…



Marine Cloud Brightening

• https://twitter.com/i/status/112145560

9465974786



Various Geo-engineering Schemes

What laws and treaties exist or are 

needed?

Who will control the desired climate?

What happens if there is an 

interruption in the scheme (CO2 still 

increasing)?

Global average T is not the only 

problem associated with increasing 

CO2, what about those?
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A Global Problem Requires a Global Solution



An Economic Approach



International Agreements are Voluntary



Climate Club Example

“Club” of countries agree to emissions reductions

Countries not agreeing (and not meeting targets) are 

penalized via tariffs on imports



Climate Clubs

New York Times: Climate Deal Needs a Big Stick, Eduardo Porter

June 2, 2015

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/03/business/energy-environment/climate-deal-badly-needs-a-big-stick.html


Course Goals 

1. Introduce you to climate science 

and the scientific method

2. Give you tools to understand 

and critically evaluate modern 

environmental problems

https://uw.iasystem.org/survey/190740



It isn’t rocket science

1. Increasing greenhouse gases is 

a positive radiative forcing.

2. Temperature should increase 

(1880’s physics): natural positive 

feedbacks amplify warming

3. Impacts of increased 

temperature: ice melts, sea water 

expands, soil moisture 

evaporates faster, more water 

vapor means heavier rains



Some opinions (not necessarily endorsed by me)

http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/8q3nmm/burn-noticed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3E0a_60PMR8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDL4Bs3NbB0

http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/8q3nmm/burn-noticed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3E0a_60PMR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDL4Bs3NbB0



