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CoRrNELIUS TACITUS
FroMm THE PASSING OF DI1vINE AUGUSTUS

Booxk 1

The City of Rome from its inception was held by kings; freedom and the con-
sulship were established by L. Brutus.! Dictatorships were taken up only on oc-
casion, and neither did decemviral power remain in effect beyond two years, nor
the military tribunes’ consular prerogative for long.2 Not for Cinna nor for Sulla
was there lengthy domination, and the powerfulness of Pompeius and Crassus
passed quickly to Caesar, the armies of Lepidus and Antonius to Augustus, who
with the name of princeps took everything, exhausted as it now was by civil dis-
sensions, under his command.? '

The Roman people of old, however, had their successes and adversities re-
called by brilliant writers; and to tell of Augustus’ times there was no dearth of
deserving talents, until they were deterred by swelling sycophancy. The affairs of
Tiberius and Gaius, as of Claudius and Nero, were falsified through dread while
the men themselves flourished, and composed with hatred fresh after their fall.
Hence my plan is the transmission of a mere few things about Augustus and of
his final period, then of Tiberius’ principate and the remainder*—without anger
and partiality, any reasons for which I keep at a distance.

1. The traditional dates of Rome’s foundation and of the first ever consulship are 753
and 509 B.C. respectively.

2. The decemvirs (3.27.1n.) traditionally operated c.451-449 B.c.; from shortly there-
after until 367 B.C. military tribunes with consular power very often substituted for the
consuls.

3. L. Cornelius Cinna held four successive consulships in 87-84 B.c.; L. Cornelius
Sulla was appointed dictator in 82 B.C. but relinquished the office in 81 and died in 79;
in 60/59 B.C. a coalition was formed between Pompey the Great, M. Licinius Crassus,
and Julius Caesar, but Crassus was killed at the battle of Carrhae (53 B.C.) and Pompey
after the battle of Pharsalus (48 B.C.);in 43 B.C. the triumvirate of M. Aemilius Lepidus,
Mark Antony, and Octavian was established, but Lepidus was deposed in 36 B.C. and
Antony was defeated in 31 B.C. at the Battle of Actium by Octavian, who in 27 B.C. took
the name “Augustus” (Sherk 1B, p. 3).The civil wars, which had begun with Caesar’s cross-
ing of the River Rubicon in January 49 B.cC., were formally declared at an end in Janu-
ary 29 B.C.

4. T has here listed the contents of the Annals under four headings: “a mere few things
about Augustus” = 1.2.1-1.4.1; “his final period” = 1.4.2—1.5.4; “Tiberius’ principate”
=1.6.1-6.51.3;“the remainder” = Book 7 (no longer extant) to the end (also no longer
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1.2.1-3.3 Tacitus’ Annals

When after the slaughter of Brutus and Cassius there were no more republican
armies and Pompeius had been overwhelmed off Sicily and, with Lepidus cast
aside and Antonius killed, not even the Julian party had any leader left but Cae-
sar, he, putting aside the name of triumvir, presented himself as consul and as con-
tent with his tribunician prerogative for protecting the plebs;> but, when he had
enticed the soldiery with gifts, the people with food, and everyone with the
sweetness of inactivity, he rose up gradually and drew to himself the responsibil-
ities of senate, magistrates, and laws—without a single adversary, since the most
defiant had fallen in the battle line or by proscription and the rest of the nobles,
each in proportion to his readiness for servitude, were being exalted by wealth
and honors and, enhanced by the revolution, preferred the protection of the pres-
ent to the perils of old. Nor did the provinces reject that state of affairs, the com-
mand of senate and people having become suspect owing to the contests of the
powerful and the greed of magistrates (there being no effective assistance from
the laws, which had been disrupted by violence, intrigue, and finally money).
Nevertheless, as buttresses for his domination, Augustus promoted Claudius
Marcellus, his sister’s son and just a juvenile, by means of a pontificate and curule
aedileship, and M. Agrippa, ignoble in status but good at soldiering and his part-
ner in victory, by means of twin consulships, and subsequently after Marcellus’
decease took him as son-in-law.® Tiberius Nero and Claudius Drusus, his step-
sons, he enhanced with the name of “commander,” even though his own house
was still then intact: for he had brought Agrippa’s progeny, Gaius and Lucius, into
the family of the Caesars and, though the praetexta of boyhood was not yet put
aside, despite a display of reluctance he had had a burning desire that they be
called Principes of the Youth and marked out as consuls. But, when Agrippa had
departed from life, both L. Caesar, while traveling to the Spanish armies, and
Gaius, while retiring from Armenia and weakened by a wound, were carried off
by fatefully early deaths or by the guile of their stepmother Livia; and, with
Drusus’life extinguished previously, Nero alone of the stepsons was left.” Every-

extant). It follows from this listing that the present sentence concludes the formal preface
to the Annals.

5. Brutus and Cassius committed suicide at the Battle of Philippi in 42 B.C.; Sextus
Pompeius (son of Pompey the Great) was defeated at the battle of Naulochus in 36 and
killed in 35 B.c.; for Lepidus and Antony see above (1.1.1n.). “Caesar” is Octavian/Au-
gustus, who was consul continuously between 31 and 23 B.c., when he took tribunician
power instead (see App. A).

6. Marcellus, son of Octavia, was aedile in 23 B.C., the year of his death; Agrippa, one

of Augustus’ great ministers, held twin consulships in 28-27 B.c. and married Julia
(1.53.1n.) in 21 B.C.

7. Agrippa died in 12 B.C. (see Sherk 12 = Braund 73), Claudius Drusus (Tiberius’

1.3.3-4.3

thing inclined in his direction: he was enlisted as son, colleague in command, and
sharer in the tribunician power,® and through all the armies he was put on ex-
hibition—not through his mother’s dark practices, as before, but openly with her
encouragement. For she had so shackled the elderly Augustus that he deported
his one and only grandson,Agrippa Postumus, to the island of Planasia—raw, cer-
tainly, in terms of good behavior, and in his physical strength stupidly defiant, but
discovered in no outrage.® Yet, as Hercules is my witness, he installed Germani-
cus, Drusus’ offspring, over the eight legions on the Rhine and ordered him to
be affiliated by Tiberius through adoption, notwithstanding that there was a
young son in Tiberius’ house, but so that there would be more bulwarks on which
to depend.©

As for war, none survived at that time except against the Germans, more to
erase the infamy of the army lost with Quintilius Varus!! than through any de-
site of extending the empire or for some worthy prize. At home things were
calm, magistrates had the same designations. But the younger men had been born
after the Actian victory, and the majority even of the elderly in the course of the
citizens’ wars: what size was the remaining proportion, who had seen the repub-
lic? As a result, along with the changed state of the community, nowhere did any
aspect of old-time convention remain untouched: with equality cast aside, all
looked to the orders of the princeps, with no alarm for the present, while Au-
gustus had the strength and years to support both himself and his household and
peace.

Yet, when his old age, already advanced, had started to be exhausted by phys-
ical illness too, and the end was approaching, and with it new hopes, a few people
discussed pointlessly the advantages of freedom, more panicked about war (oth-
ers desired it), but by far the greatest number spread various rumors of the masters
looming over them: Agrippa was callous and blazing from ignominy, unequal

brother, son of Livia by her marriage to Ti. Claudius Nero) in 9 B.C., Lucius Caesar in
A.D. 2 (Braund 62), Gaius Caesar in A.D. 4 (see Sherk 19 = Braund 63 = WM 1).“Nero”
is Tiberius.

8. The reference seems principally to be to A.D. 4, though the details are disputed.

9. Agrippa Postumus, son of Agrippa and Julia (Augustus’ daughter) and brother of
Gaius and Lucius Caesar, was banished in A.D. 7.

10. Germanicus was adopted by Tiberius, his uncle,in A.D. 4 and given the Rhine com-
mand c. A.D. 13.In Annals 1-2 he is the major figure apart from Tiberius himself; for his
death in A.D. 19 see 2.72.2. The “young son” of Tiberius and his first wife (Vipsania, daugh-
ter of Agrippa) is Drusus Caesar, who was born c. 13 B.c. and will die in A.D. 23 (4.8.1-2).

11. P. Quintilius Varus had been consul in 13 B.c. along with Tiberius: both had mar-
ried daughters of Agrippa named Vipsania. The loss of Varus and Legions XVII, XVIII,
and XIX in A.D. 9 was one of the greatest disasters in Roman history (P. S. Wells, The Bat-
tle That Stopped Rome: Emperor Augustus, Arminius, and the Slaughter of the Legions in the Teu-
toburg Forest [New York 2003]) and is often returned to in Book 1 of the Annals. For a
monument to one of the centurions who perished see Sherk 23 (= Braund 49).




A.D. 14

1.9.070.4
Tacitus’ Annals

to S0 great a task in both age and experience of affairs; Tiberius Nero was ma
ture in years and proved in war, but with the old and endemic haughtiness of th_
Claudlag family; and many indications of his savagery, despite attempts at th, .
suppression, kept breaking out. From his earliest infancy he had been Erou ht o
in the royal house; as a young man he had been heaped with consulshj gs tllrl :
umphs; not even during his years on Rhodes,'2 when in a show of seclusri)o,n hl_
had .acted as an exile, had he contemplated anything other than anger and d -
ception and secret lusts. In addition, they said, there was his mothegr with he—
xmanly gnruh'ness: his enslavement to the fernale would be compulsg)ry and te(f
tea(; _i]:l:;gif:;as well, who for a while would oppress the state and at some time
As men were churning over such things as these, there was a deterioration i
Augustus’ health, and some suspected crime on the part of his wife. A rumor h 12
st:%rted that a few months previously, with only a select number as a.ccessori . ad
V.Vlth Fz.lb.ius Maximus as his one companion,'* Augustus had traveled to Pfls o
sia to visit Agrippa; many had been the tears and signs of affection there o l?nal;
sides, and as a result there was hope that the young man would be restorednt Oht'
g.randfather’s hearth, something which Maximus had disclosed to his wif; I\C/)I ;
'Cla, anq she to Livia; that in turn had become known to Caesar, and V:Zihe M .
imus’ hfe. extinguished not long afterward (it being in doubt ’Whet’:her he ;X C_l
sought his own death), Marcia’s groans had been heard at his funeral i
herself of having been the cause of her husband’s extermination e
Whether or not that was the case, Tiberius had scarcely en.tered Mlyricum
When he Wwas summoned by a hasty letter from his mother- but it has nc?t b
satlsfac.torﬂy uncovered whether at the city of Nola he discé)vered August et(:ill
breathing or lifeless. For Livia had cordoned off the house and streets v%ithljﬁs :
guards, and from time to time favorable news was published until, after i
sion for what the occasion demanded, a single report carried the s’imultarr)lioc:zi;
ig;cr)z?scement that Augustus had passed away and that Nero was in control of
The first act of the new principate was the slaughter of Postumus Agri
unawares and unarmed, whom a centurion, despite bracing himself ing vy
dispatched only with difficulty. Tiberius did not speak about the matter 'Spltrlit’
senate: he was pretending there were orders from his father, in which he hadlrvlvr'te
ten in advagce to the tribune assigned to the guard that the latter should not h. .
ltate in putting Agrippa to death whenever he himself consummated his final des—
Now there is no doubt that Augustus had often made savage complaints aboz}z

12. Tiberius’ retirement to Rhodes in 6 i
B.C.—A.D. 2 i i
quently returns (e.g.,3.48.1, 4.15.1,4.57.2). Fanother Opic to which T.fe-

13. The “two juveniles” are his biological son, Drusus, and his adopted son, Germanicus

14. Paullus Fabius Maximus had b i
in e llons s ad been consul in 11 B.c. and became proconsul of Asia

15. Augustus died on 19 August A.D. 14.
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the young man’s behavior and had ensured that his exile was sanctioned by a sen-
ate’s decision; but he never hardened himself to execute any of his own relatives,
nor was it credible that death had been inflicted on his grandson for the sake of
his stepson’s security: more likely, Tiberius and Livia—the former through dread,
the latter through stepmotherly hatred—had speeded the slaughter of a suspected
and resented young man. But to the centurion’s announcement (in the manner
of the military) that the action which he had commanded had been taken,
Tiberius replied that he had given no command and that an account of the ac-
tion would have to be rendered in the senate. When this was discovered by Sal-
lustius Crispus, a partner in the secret (it was he who had sent the note to the
tribune),® he dreaded that he might be supplied as a defendant (it being equally
perilous whether he produced a fabricated or a true statement) and he warned
Livia that the mysteries of the household, the advice of friends and the services
of soldiers should not be made public and that Tiberius should not dissipate the
essence of the principate by calling everything to the attention of the senate: it
was a condition of commanding that the account would not balance unless it
were rendered to a single individual. :
But at Rome there was a rush into servitude from consuls, fathers, equestri-
ans. The more illustrious each was, the more false and frantic, and, with their
looks composed to avoid delight at the passing—and too much gloom at the
commencement—of a princeps, they blended tears with joy and mourning with
sycophancy. Sex. Pompeius and Sex. Appuleius as consuls were the first to swear
allegiance to Tiberius Caesar, and in their presence Seius Strabo and C. Turra-
nius, the former being prefect of the praetorian cohorts, the latter of the food
supply;'” next came the senate, soldiery, and people. And in fact Tiberius’ entire
start was through the consuls, as though in the old republic;'® and, being ambiva-
lent about commanding, even when he posted the edict by which he summoned
the fathers to the curia, he headed it only with the tribunician power received
under Augustus. The words of the edict were few and of delimited purport: he
would consult about his parent’s honors and was staying close by the body, and
that was his sole appropriation of a public responsibility. Yet on Augustus’ decease
he had issued, like a Commander, the password to the praetorian cohorts; there
were lookouts, arms, and the other trappings of court: soldiery accompanied him
to the forum, soldiery to the curia; he sent a letter to the armies as though the

16. For Sallustius see further 2.40.2, 3.30.1-3.

17. Seius Strabo was father of the notorious Sejanus (4.1.1-3); Turranius is not men-
tioned again until A.D. 48 (11.31.1).

18. The punctuation here is mine; others read “as though in the old republic and am-
bivalent about commanding” and begin a new sentence thereafter. In my view too the
statement “Tiberius began everything through the consuls” is a forward reference to the
formal motion which the consuls placed before the senate at its second meeting (1.13.4)
and is equivalent in meaning to “Tiberius began his whole reign through the consuls.”
See Tac. Rev. 66—8.




/.0—G.D Tacitus’ Annals

principate were acquired—in no respect reluctant except when he spoke in the
senate.'” (The principal reason was alarm lest Germanicus—who wielded sO
many legions, untold allied auxiliaries, and remarkable goodwill among the
people—should prefer to hold rather than to wait for command. He was also
conceding to public opinion that he should be seen to have been summoned and
chosen by the state rather than to have crept in through wifely intrigue and an
elderly adoption. Afterward it was recognized that his hesitancy had been brought
on to gain an insight into the attitudes of the aristocracy too: he stored away their
language and looks, twisting them into an accusation.)

Nothing did he allow to be discussed on the first day of the senate except the
last rites of Augustus, whose will, brought in by Vesta’s Virgins, had Tiberius and
Livia as his heirs; Livia was enlisted in the Julian tamily and the Augustan name.
For secondary bequests he had written down his grandsons and great-grandsons,
and in the third rank leaders of the community—most of them the objects of his
resentment, but for vaunting and glory among posterity. His legacies did not go
beyond the limits of an ordinary citizen, except that he gave 43,500,000 sester-
ces to the people and plebs, individual donations of a thousand to the soldiers of
the praetorian cohorts, and three hundred a man to the legionaries and the co-
horts consisting of Roman citizens.2°

Next there was a debate about his honors, of which Gallus Asinius and L.
Arruntius proposed those seen* as particularly distinctive, respectively that the
funeral should be led through the triumphal gate and that at its head should be
carried the titles of his legislation and the designations of the races conquered by
him.*! MessalaValerius added that the oath in Tiberius’ name should be renewed
annually; and, when asked by Tiberius whether it was on his instruction that he
had produced such a suggestion, he responded that he had spoken spontaneously
and that in matters which pertained to the state he would resort to no one’s coun-
sel but his own, even at the risk of offense.22 (That was the only display of syco-
phancy left to be tried.) The fathers shouted unanimously that the body should

be carried to the pyre on the shoulders of senators; but Caesar relieved them with

19. The reference here is to the first meeting of the senate (1.8.1 below), the date of which
is unknown (4 September has been suggested). The “reluctance” in question is Tiberius’
refusal to speak, at this first meeting, about the formalization of his own position; three rea-
sons for this reluctance are given in the following parenthesis. See Tac. Rev, 53-9.

20. Nearly all auxiliary cohorts were formed of noncitizens (see App. B), but in emer-
gencies Roman citizens (usually volunteers) could be enrolled as auxiliaries, and their
units were designated as by T. here. Cf. 1.31.4 and n.

21. C.Asinius Gallus, consul in 8 B.c. and proconsul of Asia two years later, was son of
C. Asinius Pollio (1.12.4n.) and in the Tiberian books is mentioned more than any other
individual apart from members of the imperial family and Sejanus. L. Arruntius was con-
sul in A.D. 6 and is also prominent in Books 1-6. See esp. 1.13.1-3 below.

22. M. Valerius Messalla Messalinus (consul in 3 B.C.) was son of the famous orator M.
Valerius Messalla Corvinus (3.34.2)
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arrogant restraint and warned the people by edict t}.mt, Wherefls they had onie
disrupted the funeral of Divine Julius by their excessive enthusiasm, they should
not prefer Augustus to be cremated in the forum rather than the Plain of Mars,
i ointed resting-place.?
}uséipthe day of theg fineral soldiers stood as if forming a garrison, muf:h to the
derision of those who had seen personally or who had heard from their garents
about that day of still undigested servitude and of freedom served up again un-
successfully, when the slaughter of the dictator Caesar seemed. to some th(? worst
of acts, to others the finest. Now, they said, an elderly princeps, desplt.e the
longevity of his power, and having even provided the state Wlth. resources in the
form of heirs, would evidently require protecting by military assistance to ensure
that his burial was peaceful! ‘ N
Afterward there was much conversation about Augustus himself, with the l.na—
jority in empty wonder that the day of his first receiving comrr.lan.d a]l that time
ago was the same as the last of his life, and that he had ended his life in the same
bedroom of the house at Nola as his father, Octavius. Also celebrated was the
number of his consulships, in which he had equaled Valerius Corlvus and C. Mar-
ius jointly;* the continuation of his tribunician power for thllrty—seven years;
the name of “commander,” acquired twenty-one times;>* and his other honors,
whether multiplied or novel. . .
Among the perspicacious, however, his life was variously extolled or cr.1t1—

cized. The former said that, because of devotion to his parent and the require-
ments of the state, in which at that time there had been no place fgr lavxlf, he.had
been driven to civil war, which could be neither prepared for nor mamtalr.led
by good behavior. He had made many concessions to Antonius while avenging
himself on the killers of his father, many to Lepidus; after the latter had aged
from apathy, and the former had been sunk by his lusts, there had been no .other
remedy for his disaffected fatherland than that it be ruled by ‘?n§ man.z(et it was
neither on kingly rule nor dictatorship but on the name of “princeps thgt the
state had been based. The empire was cordoned by the sea of Ocean or distant

streams; legions, provinces, fleets, everything was interconnected; there was legal-

ity among citizens, restraint among allies; the City itself was magniﬁcen}l; in its
apparel; just a few things had been handled by forc‘e to ensure peace f.'or the rest.

It was said on the other side that devotion to his parent and the times in Fhe
state had been taken up as a screen; in reality it was in a desire for dom_m?luon
that veterans had been mustered by his lavishness, an army procured by a juve-
nile in his private capacity, a consul’s legions bribed, and support for the Pom-

23. Augustus’ famous mausoleum (see App. C) was in the Plain of Mars. .

24. M.Valerius Corvus (4th cent. B.C.) was traditionally a six-times consul, C. Marius
was consul seven times between 107 and 86 B.C.

25. Here “commander” refers to military acclamations (see App. A) and not to Augus-

tus’ title as “emperor.”
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peie%n party pretended.?® Subsequently, when by a decree of the fathers he had
assailed the fasces and prerogative of a praetor, after the slaughter of Hirtius and
Pansa (whether they had been carried off by the enemy, or Pansa by poison
Poured into a wound and Hirtius by his own soldiers and by Caesar’s engineer-
ing of guile) he had taken over the forces of both.2” The consulship had been ex-
torted from an unwilling senate, and the arms which he had been given to deal
“éth Antonius were turned against the state. The proscription of citizens and dis-
tributions of land had not been praised even by those who did them. Of course
the ends of Cassius and the Bruti had been a concession to paternal antagonisms
(athough it was proper to forgo private hatreds for the public good); but Pom-
peius had been deceived by a phantom peace, Lepidus by a display of friendship;
and subsequently Antonius, enticed by the Tarentine and Brundisian treaties anci
by a wedding to his sister,28 had paid the penalty of a guileful relationship with
his death. Peace there had been without doubt after that, but gory: there had been
the Lollian and Varian disasters, and the killing at Rome of Varrones Egnatii, and
Tulli.?® ’ ’
Nor was there any abstention from family matters. Nero’s wife had been ab-
Qucted from him, and there was the mockery of consulting pontiffs on the ques-
tion whether it was right for her to wed after conceiving but before producing
a child.*® [ . ] and Vedius Pollio’s luxuriousness.3! Finally there was Livia, her
burden on the state as a mother being matched by that on the Caesars’ fami’ly as
a .stepmother.” Nothing was left with which to honor the gods, since he wished
hlms‘elf to be worshiped with temples and with the likenesses of a divinity by
flamines and priests. Not even Tiberius had been adopted as successor through
any affection or any concern for the state, but, because he had had insight into
the man’s arrogance and savagery, by the basest of comparisons he had sought
glory for himself. (Indeed a few years before, when Augustus was again demand-

26. The references are to 44 B.C.

27. The reference is to the battle of Mutina in 43 B.C., in which the consuls A. Hirtius
and C. Vibius Pansa participated.

' 28. Tbe “phantom peace”is the treaty of Misenum in 39 B.C.; the “display of friendship”
is the trluInVlra.te (above, 1.1.1n.). The treaties of Tarentum and Brundisium were in 37 and
40 B.C. respectively, Antony’s marriage to Octavia being an element of the latter.

29. M Lollius’ disaster in Germany was 16 B.C.; for Varus’see 1.3.6n. Varro Murena and
Egnatius Rufus were executed for conspiracy in 22 and 19 B.c.; Iullus Antonius was forced
to commit suicide in 2 B.cC. for adultery with Julia.

30. Ti. Claudius Nero was compelled to divorce Livia in 39 B.c. so that Octavian could
marry her (see further 5.1.1-2). ‘

31. This sentence begins with a textual corruption which may perhaps hide another
proper name or may be a sign that something more extensive has been omitted by mis-
take. Vedius Pollio was a friend of Augustus and noted for his wealth and cruelty.

32. Shfe had given birth to Tiberius and was allegedly responsible for the deaths of Gaius
and Lucius Caesar (1.3.3) and Agrippa Postumus (cf. 1.6.3)

8

A.D. 14 1.10.7-12.3

ing tribunician power from the fathers for Tiberius, despite an honorific speech
he had tossed out some comments on his demeanor, lifestyle, and habits in or-
der to decry what he seemed to defend.)

As for his burial, once it had been completed according to custom, a temple
and heavenly rituals were decreed.?® Prayers were then redirected toward
Tiberius; and he for his part began to talk variously about the magnitude of com-
mand and his own limitations: only Divine Augustus had been mentally capable
of such a great undertaking on his own; having himself been summoned by Au-
gustus for partnership in his cares, he had learned by experience how steep, how
exposed to fortune, was the burden of ruling everything. Accordingly, in a com-
munity supported by such numbers of illustrious men, it should not be the case
that they tendered all things to a single individual: several would more easily carry
out the responsibilities of state by sharing the labors.

More in such a speech was impressive than credible; and Tiberius’ words, even
on matters which he was not for concealing, were—whether by nature or
habit—always weighed and dark; but on that occasion, when he was striving to
hide his feelings deep down, their extra complication led to uncertainty and am-
biguity. But the fathers, whose one dread was that they seemed to understand,**
poured out complaints, tears, and vows; they were stretching out their hands to
the gods, to Augustus’ likeness, to the man’s own knees, when he ordered a book-
let to be produced and read out. Its contents were the public resources, what
numbers of citizens and allies under arms, how many fleets, kingdoms and
provinces, taxes and revenues, and also necessary expenses and lavishments—all
of which Augustus had listed in his own hand, and had added the counsel of con-
fining the empire within its boundaries (whether in dread or through resentment
being uncertain). '

With the senate meanwhile prostrating itself in the basest protestations,
Tiberius by chance said that, although he was unequal to the state as a whole, he
would undertake the protection of whatever part was entrusted to him. There-
upon Asinius Gallus said, “My question, Caesar, is which part of the state you
wish to be entrusted to you.” Shocked by the unforeseen question, he fell silent
for a while; then, collecting himself, he replied that it was not at all consistent
with his reserve to choose or avoid any element of that from which he preferred
to be excused totally. Gallus in turn (he had inferred offense from his look) said
that the purpose of his question had not been that the princeps should divide
what could not be separated but that by his own admission it should be proved
that the body of the state was one and needed to be ruled by the mind of one
individual. He added praise of Augustus and reminded Tiberius himself of his

33. On 17 September (Sherk 1L, p. 4), at the senate’s second meeting of Tiberius’ prin-
cipate.

34. le., they thought they understood what Tiberius had said and were therefore sin-
gularly afraid (so Tac. Rev. 48-9); the usual interpretation is that the senators had indeed
understood Tiberius but were afraid lest they should seem to him to have understood.
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There was considerable sycophancy from the fathers toward Augusta too. 14

Some proposed calling her “Mother of the Fatherland,” others its “Parent,” but
the majority that “Son of Julia” be an extra title to Caesar’s name. But he for his
part—insisting that honors for females should be limited and that he would
employ the same control with those which were bestowed on himself, but in re-
ality tense with resentment and interpreting her womanly elevation as depreci-
ation of himself—allowed not even a lictor to be decreed for her and forbade an
Altar of Adoption and other things of this type. Yet for Germanicus Caesar he
requested proconsular command, and legates were dispatched to tender it and at
the same time to offer condolences on his sorrowfulness at the passing of Augus-
tus. (The reason why the same was not demanded on behalf of Drusus was that

2

3

Drusus was consul designate and present.) » A
He nominated twelve candidates for the praetorship, the number transmitted

by Augustus; and, when the senate urged him to augment it, he pledged on oath
that he would not exceed it. It was then that elections were first transferred from
the Plain to the fathers.*® (Up to that day, although the most important were at
the princeps’s discretion, some were nevertheless subject to the support of the
tribes.) The people for their part did not complain at being deprived of their
prerogative, except in hollow rumor, and the senate, released as it was from lavish-
ments and sordid appeals, gladly grasped it, while Tiberius limited himself to
recommending no more than four candidates to be designated without objec-

4

15

tion and canvassing.
Meanwhile the tribunes of the plebs sought to produce, at personal expense,

games which, as additions to the fasti, would be called “Augustal” from Augus-
tus’ name. But the money was decreed from the treasury, and in the circus
triumphal clothing should be worn;* riding in a chariot was not permitted.
Subsequently as an annual celebration they were transferred to the praetor who
was allotted jurisdiction between citizens and foreigners.

2

3

*

This was the condition of City affairs when mutiny befell the Pannonian legions, 16

not from any novel causes except that it was a change of princeps which offered
the license for disruption and, resulting from civil war, the hope of prizes.

40. The Plain of Mars was the meeting-place for the “centuriate assembly,” responsible
for the election of consuls and praetors. T’s reference to “tribes” in the next sentence sug-
gests an allusion to the “tribal assembly,” which met in the forum and was responsible for
the election of lesser magistrates. But the precise significance of his remarks here is highly
controversial. For the technical terms see OCD 3723 s.v. comitia.

41. Le., by the tribunes. The term “fasti” (above) designates either (as here) a calendar
of annual festivals, from which Ovid’s poem Fasti takes its name, or (as at 3.17.4-18.1) a
list of officeholders, especially consuls. See further OCD 588.
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need or injuries. C. Plinius, the writer of the Germanic wars,® transmits that she
stood at the head of the bridge, extending praise and gratitude to the returning
legions. That made an unusually deep penetration into Tiberius’ mind: it was not
the case that her concerns were straightforward, he reflected, nor was it with the
aim of opposing foreigners that she was seeking the soldiers’ affections™; noth-
ing was left for commanders when a female visited the maniples, inspected the
standards, experimented with lavishness—as though she did too little canvassing
when she carried around the leader’s son in a trooper’s dress and wanted him
called Caesar Caligula! Already Agrippina was more influential with the armies
than legates, than leaders: the woman had suppressed a mutiny which the prin-
ceps’s name had been unable to stop. These thoughts were kept burning and piled
high by Sejanus, who, with his experience of Tiberius’ behavior, sowed hatreds
for the distant future, to be stored away and brought out when grown.

As for Germanicus, of the legions which he had brought by ship, he trans-
ferred the Second and Fourteenth to P. Vitellius for leading on an overland jour-
ney, so that the fleet would be lighter when floating on the shallows or running
aground at the ebb.®® At first Vitellius had a peaceful journey, the ground being
dry or the incoming tide only moderate; but later under the onslaught of the
north wind, coinciding as it did with the constellation of the equinox (when the
Ocean’s swell is greatest),”* his driving column was caught and driven about. In
fact the land was covered over: strait, shore, and plains all had the same appear-
ance, nor could unstable parts be differentiated from firm, shoal from deep.They
were knocked over by billows, swallowed up by maelstroms; baggage-animals,
packs, lifeless bodies flowed past or bumped into them. The maniples became
thoroughly mixed up among themselves, sometimes protruding as far as the
chest, sometimes only the face,and on occasion, with the ground swept from un-
der them, scattered or overwhelmed. No voice or mutual encouragements gave
help in the onrushing waves; nothing distinguished the energetic from the
shirker, the wise from the incautious, calculation from chance: everything was
engulfed in equal violence.

Eventually Vitellius, struggling out to higher ground, led his column up to the
same place. They passed the night without comestibles, without fire, many with
their bodies naked or mauled, no less pitiable than men invested by an enemy:
for then one still has the resort of an honorable death, whereas theirs was an in-
glorious extermination. Daylight restored the land, and they penetrated as far as

89. The elder Pliny was a prolific author (see further 13.20.2n.) and uncle of T friend,
the younger Pliny. According to the latter (Letters 3.5.4) the exact title of his uncle’s work
was Bella Germaniae or “Wars in Germany,” which T. typically avoids.

90. Vitellius was uncle of the future emperor and a member of Germanicus’ entourage
(see 2.6.1); he will feature prominently in the trial of Cn. Piso (see 2.74.2,3.10.1,13.2,
19.1). For his death see 5.8.1-2.

91. Some associated the autumn equinox with a particular constellation responsible for
storms.
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the stream for which Caesar had been making with his fleet. Thereupon the le-
gions were embarked, with the report spreading that they had been dr(?wned;
nor was there any belief in their safety until it was seen that Caesar and his army
had returned. ' ‘

Already Stertinius, sent ahead to receive Segestes’ brother S?glmerus in surren-
der, had led the man and his son to the community of the Ubii. Pardon was glven
to each, easily to Segimerus, more hesitatingly to the son, becagse ‘he was said t?
have made sport of the body of Quintilius Varus. As for 1ieplemsh1ng the army’s
losses, the Galliae, the Spains, and Italy competed in offering what each of them
had ready: arms, horses, gold. Praising their enthusiasm, Germamgus took ff)r the
war only arms and horses, using his own money toA help the soldiers. And in O}f_
der to assuage the memory of the disaster by aﬁ‘abﬂl'ty. also, h? went around ¢ ;
injured and extolled the actions of individuals; examining their Wounds, he use
hope with one, glory with another, and dialogue and concern with everybody to
stiffen them both for his own sake and for battle.

*

Decreed in that year were triumphal insignia to A. Caecin'fl, L‘P%promus, and C.
Silius for their achievements alongside Germanicus.Tiben.us re‘].ected the name
“Father of the Fatherland,” which had been thrust upon him quite 0ften by the
people; nor, despite its proposal by the senate, did h? allow the swearing of obf.s-
dience to his enactments,? insisting that all the affairs of mortals were uncertain
and that, the more he acquired, the more slippery his ground. Yet he did not
thereby engender belief that he was citizenlike in spirit: he had brought back the
lavgf(l')ltiﬁst;;ajc;;'e same name in the time of the ancients, but different matters can‘@
to court, such as the impairment of an army by betrayal or of the p.lebs bY sedi-
tion or, in fine, of the sovereignty of the Roman people by maladrmmstraﬂon of
the government. Actions were prosecuted, talk had impunity. Augustus was the
first to handle a trial of defamatory documents under the category of that ‘law,
being roused by the passion with which Cassius Severus'had' defamed illustrious
men and ladies in provocative writings;*> subsequently Tiberius, cgnsulted by the
praetor Pompeius Macer on the question whether legal proceedings would be
allowed in cases of treason, replied that the laws should be enfqrced. He to'o had
been stung by the publication of poems, of un§ertain‘auth.orsh1p, against his sav-
agery and haughtiness and his disaffected relations with .h1s mother. A
It will not be irksome to record the charges brought in the test cases of Fala—
nius and Rubrius, modest Roman equestrians, in order to become acquainted

92. The oath to uphold the enactments of a princeps (and of his predecessors) became
a regular ritual on 1 January each year: see further 4.42.3,13.11.1,and 16.22.3.

93. Cassius Severus, one of the principal orators of the Augustan principate, had been
exiled for treason in A.D. 8 or 12:see further 4.21.3.
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with the initial phases from which, given the degree of Tiberius’ skill, a form of
extermination of the utmost severity crept in, was then suppressed, and finally
flared up and gripped everything. Faianius’ accuser hurled at him the charges that,
among the worshipers of Augustus (who were maintained in every house in the
manner of colleges),** he had affiliated one Cassius, 2 mime disgraced for his use
of his body,® and that, when selling his garden, he had disposed of a statue of
Augustus at the same time. Rubrius’ charge was that he had violated the divin-
ity of Augustus by perjury. When these matters became known to Tiberius, he
wrote to the consuls that the reason for decreeing a place in heaven to his father
had not been that the honor should be turned into the ruin of citizens: the ac-
tor Cassius, among others of the same profession, had been accustomed to at-
tend the games which his own mother had consecrated to Augustus’ memory;
nor was it contrary to religion that likenesses of the latter should be included in
the sales of gardens and houses in the same way as were the representations of
other divinities. As for the oath, it should be valued exactly as if the man had
sworn falsely by Jupiter: the gods’ injuries were the gods’ concern.

Not long afterward Granius Marcellus, praetor® of Bithynia, was arraigned for
treason by his own quaestor, Caepio Crispinus, with the supporting signature of
Romanius Hispo. (He®” entered upon a form of life which afterward was made
notoriously common by the wretchedness of the times and the boldnesses of
men: needy, nameless, and restless as he wormed his way, using his secret docu-
ments, into the princeps’s savagery, he subsequently made defendants of all the
most brilliant people and, having achieved power in his dealings with one man
and hatred in his dealings with everyone, set an example which was followed by
those who, transformed into the rich and dreaded from being poor and con-
temptible, contrived ruin for others and, ultimately, themselves.) He incriminated
Marcellus for having held malicious conversations about Tiberius—an in-
escapable charge, since the accuser selected the foulest of the princeps’s habits
and blamed their dissemination on the defendant (and in fact, because they were
true, they were believed actually to have been spoken). Hispo added that Mar-
cellus’ statue had been sited higher than those of the Caesars and that on another
statue Augustus’ head had been sliced off and Tiberius’ likeness imposed. At this
Tiberius flared up to such an extent that, shattering his taciturnity, he announced
that he too would express an opinion in the case, openly and on oath, so that the

94. In domestic houses there were evidently unofficial groups, as if modeled on the of-
ficial colleges (for which see App.A), devoted to the cult of Roome’s first emperor. We must
remember that many such houses would have a substantial establishment.

95. Here “mime” means an actor in mimes, evidently a different form of entertainment
from the pantomime (above, 1.54.2n.): see OCD 982. T’ description of Cassius indicates
a pathic homosexual.

96. An archaism for “proconsul”: see further App. A.

97. Whether Hispo or Crispinus is meant is debated. But“He” at 1.74.3 below is Crispi-
nus.
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same constraint®® should apply to the others. Even then there remained traces of
dying freedom: so Cn. Piso said, “In what place will you vote, Caesar? If first, I
shall have something to follow; if after everyone else, I am afraid lest I dissent im-
providently” Shaken by these words, and passive from penitence at having boiled
over too incautiously, he allowed the defendant to be released from the charges
of treason; the question of extortion went to the recoverers.

Not sated with the trials held by the fathers, he sat in on the courts (at the
edge of the tribunal, to avoid evicting the praetor from his curule chair), and in
his presence many decisions were made in the face of bribery and the prayers of
the powerful. But the contribution to truth was the corruption of freedom.

Meanwhile Pius Aurelius, a senator, complaining of subsidence to his house
from a massive public road and an aqueduct, called upon the fathers’ aid. On the
resistance of the treasury praetors, Caesar came to his rescue and granted Aure-
lius the value of his house, desirous as he was of expending money honorably—
a virtue which he retained long after he started to cast aside the rest. On Prop-
ertius Celer, a praetorian seeking exemption from his rank because of poverty,
he lavished a million sesterces, once it had been sufficiently discovered that his
straitened circumstances were hereditary. When others made similar attempts, he
ordered them to prove their cases to the senate—his desire for strictness making
him sour even in those matters where he acted with propriety. The rest therefore
preferred silence and poverty to confession and generosity.

In the same year the Tiber, swollen by constant deluges, had flooded flat areas
of the Cityj its recession was followed by the wreckage of buildings and people.
Asinius Gallus therefore proposed appealing to the Sibylline books. Tiberius re-
fused, his protective screen as much around divine affairs as human; but the rem-
edy for confining the river was entrusted to Ateius Capito and L. Arruntius.!°
As for Achaea and Macedonia, begging to be excused their burdens, 0! it was de-
cided that for the present they should be relieved of proconsular command and
transferred to Caesar.

Drusus presided at a gladiatorial production which he had put on in the names
of his brother Germanicus and himself—rejoicing excessively in albeit worthless
blood, something which alarmed the public and which his father too was said to
have criticized. As to why Tiberius himself kept away from the spectacle, there
were various interpretations, some saying it was because of his aversion to gath-
erings, some his grimness of temperament and dread of comparison, because Au-
gustus had attended affably. (I am not inclined to believe that his son was allowed

98. Viz. of taking an oath; the result would have been a collective judgment such as that
mentioned at 4.21.3.

99. A board of assessors but still called by an old name which reflected their original
function.

100. For Capito see 3.75.1n.; for Arruntius see 1.8.3n.

101. I.e., taxation.
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