


Incarcerating Aliens and Citizens

I. What Happened?
II. Eugenics and Lothrop Stoddard’s Fears
III. Labor Strikes as “National Security” 
        Threats
IV. Executive Order 9066 and 
       Mass Incarceration
V. Resisting “Loyalty” and “Disloyalty”



What happened to Japanese Americans 
during World War II? Why?



Lothrop Stoddard



Eugenics 
Social traits inherited.

“Positive” Eugenics
Encourage the reproduction of the “fit.”

“Negative” Eugenics
Discourage and prohibit the “unfit” from 
immigration and reproduction (including 

through forced sterilization).



Lothrop Stoddard 
The Rising Tide of Color Against White  

World-Supremacy (1920)



“Mongolian Asiatics,” Japan, and Japanese 
represented as leading threats to white 

supremacy. 

Inferior to “Nordics,” but “gifted peoples 
who have profoundly influenced human 

progress in the past and who 
undoubtedly will contribute much to 

world-civilization.”

Stoddard



1909 O‘ahu Sugar Plantation Strike



Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ Association 
(HSPA)



1920 Sugar Plantation Strike



Federation of Japanese Labor

to

Hawaii Laborers’ Association

American Federation of Labor (no reply)



Hawaii Emergency Labor Commission 
(HELC)

• Lobby for Hawaii’s exemption from 
Chinese exclusion.

• Argument 1: Labor shortage in Hawai‘i.

• Argument 2: Japanese workers posed a 
threat to U.S. national security.



John L. DeWitt



Military Strategy in Hawai‘i (developed 
1920s and 1930s)

• Martial law.

• Internment of Japanese community 
leaders, including Issei (Japan-born 
aliens) and Nisei (U.S.-born citizens).

• Surveillance of all Japanese Americans.



Sand Island Concentration Camp



Alien Registration Act (1940)

Registration of all aliens over the age of 14 with 
the Justice Department.



Within one week of Pearl Harbor, 
about 3,000 “enemy aliens” (Japanese, 

Italians, and Germans) were rounded up 
and interned.

About half were Japanese Issei.



Justice Owen Roberts 
January 1942 report on Pearl Harbor blamed poor 

military preparation and the local Japanese population.

General John L. DeWitt
Western Defense Command

In February 1942, began prohibiting “enemy aliens” from 
designated military areas.

Referred to Japanese Americans as an “enemy race.” 



Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy



Executive Order 9066 
February 19, 1942

Authorized the Secretary of War and 
military commanders to designate 

“military areas” from which “any or all 
persons may be excluded” as a “military 

necessity.”





Concentration Camps  
(“Relocation Centers”)



War Relocation Authority (WRA)

Yasui (1943)

Hirabayashi (1943)

Korematsu (1944)



Japanese American Citizens League



“Loyalty” Questionnaire (1943)

Question 27:  Are you willing to serve in the armed 
forces of the United States on combat duty, wherever 
ordered?

Question 28:  Will you swear unqualified allegiance to 
the United States of America and faithfully defend the 
United States from any or all attack by foreign or 
domestic forces, and forswear any form of allegiance or 
obedience to the Japanese emperor, or any other 
foreign government, power or organization?


