


Anticommunism and White Supremacy

I. Tribal Recognition to Termination
II. Fighting Communism and “Gooks”
      in Korea
III. Cultures of Resistance
IV. Anticolonial Visions for Racial Justice
V. Repressing Criticisms of America



Dillon S. Myer 
Director,  War Relocation Authority (1942-46) 
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Indian Citizenship Act (1924)

Unilaterally granted U.S. citizenship to all 
American Indians.



John Collier



Indian Reorganization Act (1934)

• Stop land allotments.

• Allow Indigenous nations to organize 
own tribal governments.



Dillon S. Myer, BIA Commissioner 
“Termination” of federal relations and treaty 

obligations with Indigenous communities.



Division and U.S. Occupation of Korea 
(1945)



Americans needed to “rescue” and adopt 
Korean “orphans”



Billie Holiday



Mass Entertainment Industry, 1930s 

Movies 
Music Recordings 

Radio



Radicalization of Popular Culture

Communist Party 
Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO)



A. Philip Randolph 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters 



Pittsburgh Courier 
“Double V” Campaign

Victory against fascism abroad;
victory against racism at home.



Paul Robeson 
Council on African Affairs





President Harry S. Truman



Truman Doctrine (1947) 
The United State would fight communism 

anywhere in the world to protect freedom.

Committee on Equality of Treatment and 
Opportunity in the Armed Forces (1948)

First step toward the desegregation of the 
armed forces.



Walter White, NAACP 



Black Freedom Movement

Before the Truman Doctrine: Fight racism 
and colonialism together.

After the Truman Doctrine: Some argued 
that ending racism at home would help fight 
communism abroad (good foreign policy). 

Support U.S. foreign policy (anticommunism, 
imperialism) to demand civil rights at home.



Paul Robeson and W. E. B. Du Bois



McCarran Internal Security Act (1950)

Required communist organizations to register 
with the U.S. government.



Black Freedom Movement

• Originated in the 1930s and 1940s, critical 
of U.S. policies at home and abroad.

• U.S. government used anticommunism to 
discredit Council on African Affairs and 
other radical organizations and leaders.

• Civil rights became domesticated, cut off 
from wider criticisms of the United States 
and imperialism.


