
Lab 3
POLS 285

TA: Mathieu Dubeau



Agenda

What is R?

Introduction to R and its interface

Introduction to basic commands

Importing and Manipulating Data

Cleaning Data

If we have time: Graph some of our data



What is R?

• R is an open-source  programming language for statistical 
computing and graphics.
• Basically, a really fancy calculator

• Pros: 
• Most source code and debugging can be found online.
• Easily manipulate data
• Powerful statistical and graphing power

• Cons: 
• Learning to code in R requires consistent immersion  



Any questions before we start?


