ou thought everybody in America had a car and a gun;
your uncles and aunts and cousins thought so, too. Right
ter you won the American visa lottery, they told you: In a
honth, you will have a big car. Soon, a big house. But don’t buy
gun like those Americans.

They trooped into the room in Lagos Where you lived with
our father and mother and three siblings, leaning against the
npainted walls because there weren’t enough chairs to go
und, to say goodbye in loud voices and tell you with lowered
voices what they wanted you to send them. In comparison to
the big car and house (and possibly gun), the things they
anted were minor—handbags and shoes and perfumes and
othes.You said okay, no problem.

Your uncle in America, who had put in the names of all your
farmly members for the American visa lottery, said you could

?ear—old house by a lake. He told you that the company he
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