
 

Nietzsche	—	The	Birth	of	Tragedy		
	

What is the principium individuationis? How do Apollo and Dionysus differ in regard to 
this?  

 

What	is	the	distinction	between	the	two	art	worlds	of	dreams	and	intoxication?	 

 

Which elements in 2001 seem to proceed from the Apollinian, which from the 
Dionysian? 

 
 
2001: A Space Odyssey 
 
Why do you think Kubrick chose pre-existing works for the soundtrack (Also Sprach 
Zarathustra, Lux Aeterna, Blue Danube Waltz)? What effect does the use of this music 
give to the film? What social and political statements might this make? Compare this to 
the score originally written for the film. 
 
 
 
Discuss the varied use of timing/tempo in the film. How is music used to articulate the 
structure of the film?  
 
 
 
As much as music and sound design, silence can act to create meaning and provide 
“added value.” How does Kubrick use silence in this film? What effect does that create?  
 
 
 
When discussing Montage technique, Eisenstein mentions the intent to create a sense of 
defamiliarization in the viewer – that the “oddness” of technical manipulation should 
shock the viewer into a position of critical awareness about what is being viewed. Do you 
think Kubrick shares this intention? Why or why not? If so/not, how do his narrative, 
visual and sound/music choices support your argument? What might this say about the 
film’s attitude toward technological advancement and human/non-human intelligence? 

Read excerpts from Thus Spake Zarathustra (pg. 1) / The Birth of Tragedy
The intro to BoT by Raymond Geuss is optional, but extremely informative.
Be able to answer the following: 



FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE 
excerpts from Thus Spake Zarathustra (1891) 
 
Book 1, Zarathustra's Prologue, 3 
 
When Zarathustra came into the next town, which lies on the edge of the forest, he found 
many people gathered together in the market place; for it had been promised that there 
would be a tightrope walker. And Zarathustra spoke thus to the people:   "I teach you the 
overman. Man is something that shall be overcome. What have you done to overcome 
him?   "All beings so far have created something beyond themselves; and do you want to 
be the ebb of this great flood and even go back to the beasts rather than overcome man? 
What is the ape to man? A laughing stock or a painful embarrassment. And man shal1 be 
just that for the overman: a laughing stock or a painful embarrassment. You have made 
your way from worm to man, and much in you is still worm. Once you were apes, and 
even now, too, man is more ape than any ape.   "Whoever is the wisest among you is also 
a mere conflict and cross between plant and ghost But do I bid you become ghosts or 
plants?  "Behold, I teach you the overman. The overman is the meaning of the earth. Let 
your will say: the overman shall be the meaning of the earth! I beseech you, my 
brothers, remain faithful to the earth, and do not believe those who speak to you of 
otherworldly hopes! Poison-mixers are they, whether they know it or not. Despisers of 
life are they, decaying and poisoned themselves, of whom the earth is weary: so let them 
go.   "Once the sin against God was the greatest sin; but God died, and these sinners died 
with him. To sin against the earth is now the most dreadful thing, and to esteem the 
entrails of the unknowable higher than the meaning of the earth.” 
 
Book 1, Zarathustra's Prologue, 4 
 
"Zarathustra, however, beheld the people and was amazed. Then he spoke thus:   "Man is 
a rope, tied between beast and overman - a rope over an abyss. A dangerous across, a 
dangerous on-the-way, a dangerous looking-back, a dangerous shuddering and 
stopping.   "What is great in man is that he is a bridge and not an end: what can be loved 
in man is that he is an overture and a going under.   "I love those who do not know how 
to live, except by going under, for they are those who cross over.   "I love the great 
despisers because they are the great reverers and arrows of longing for the other 
shore.   "I love those who do not first seek behind the stars for a reason to go under and 
be a sacrifice, but who sacrifice themselves for the earth, that the earth may some day 
become the overman's.   "I love him who lives to know, and who wants to know so that 
the overman may live some day. And thus he wants to go under.   "I love him who works 
and invents to build a house for the overman and to prepare earth, animal, and plant for 
him: for thus he wants to go under.   "I love him who loves his virtue, for virtue is the 
will to go under and an arrow of longing.   "I love him who does not hold back one drop 
of spirit for himself, but wants to be entirely the spirit of his virtue: thus he strides over 
the bridge as spirit.” 
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The Birth of Trgaedy
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