How to Use an Epigraph

Here’s what the top of your first page looks like: it has your name on it, numbered pages, and a title.

You can also specify the course number below your name.

Epigraphs are groovy but optional. I've added one from Wilde here. An epigraph is a quotation
from an unexpected source, and one that you think nails a main point about the paper. They are fun
since they can allow an unusual angle onto your own writerly sensibility. And they look cool. They can
come from anywhere, so long as you have an attribution. They don’t need to appear in quotes so
long as the formatting sets the epigraph apart, as below: spacing before and after. You can put it in
quotation marks. Less eye-clutter can be soothing, though. The sources of an epigraph don’t appear

in a bibliography; the point is you’re pulling from elsewhere.

Francine Glass

Just Looking: A Subtitle If You Want One

It is only shallow people who do not judge by appearances.

--Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray

Here’s why it looks that way:
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As its title indicates, André Leon Talley’s memoir is positioned as front-line reportage

from a war zone, the carnage of couture. Indeed, the “avant-garde” was born as a military term,

Jessica L. Burstein

Academic critics in the humanities love subtitles. The default
template is a) for the first part of the title, to use a phrase that
is short, cool, and inviting that will come up in the course of
the paper (The “just” here turns out to connect to social
“justice”) then, after the colon, to b) clearly and briefly specify
the topic.

Other academic writers stand out by refusing the colon and
giving it a blunt tide. One of my favorite writers, Bill Brown,
and I swore to try to set a trend of one-word titles, but we’re
still working on it.



