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i he people to rg€ord their readinegg ¢
. he.re et Sl:iglelfecrlej;ricﬁvne?/rg ttheiIr) seI;vic coul'd be most usefy] ;
serveNheir countr}',dwantage of that strong feeling if# is possible, and althoughI
would [Ng to takehat\;t this moment I do not myse}fclearly Se€ My way to any p, -
?l us1t ir:él sayytetai want also to say that I am gady to consider any suggestiop,
icula A

. , in a very sympathetighpirit. .
e g;z};llf; IInVi t lrirli tlcr)1 repea}t,what my yeht hon. Friend the Chancellor of the

Exchequer said yest\day in his great spegfh. Our policy of afcl))lfiaf);r::r:)trdionej not
mean that we are going to seek new frighds at the expepsli oh L one ! ° > indeeq,
at the expense of any oNer nations £ all. I do not think t ahz Y time they,
has been a more complete \entity At views bet\fveen 'the.Fre.nc overnment gpq
ourselves than there is at the\grgfent time. Their objective is the.sarpe as ours
to obtain the collaboration of Mgations, not excluding the totalitarian States, i
building up a lasting peace f#f Eurodg

Discussion QuesTig

1. How did Chambgfain justify his policy of apPegsement?

2. According tg/f€hamberlain, why did some peopldgppose a policy of appegge.
ment?

3. Whagoes Chamberlain’s defense indicate about popular 3itudes toward war
g peace?
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The Final Solution

-Smﬂankhe&er-md-Hinda Kibort,

Memories of the Holocaust (1938-1945)
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In the camp¥ndeath actually became a uz(

1 he is. He doesn TW&gYe t0 suffer any more '

uCk}II was a lucky guy. I su ived, and I feltfretty good z,ibout ‘1‘t. But t?en YOU feg

uilty living! My children—0 friendsgfe their “aunts” and u.ncfles. They oy,
g ' er, a cousin, a holiday sitting as a famjly

know what is a grandfather, a gral\g# ‘ -
As you grow older, you thingadQut it, certain faces come back to you., You

remember your home, your by Nldren that went to the crematorium. o,
wonder, how did your mothe and father {& when they were 1p the gas chambers
Many nights I hear voices sg eaming in those Bt few minutes in the gas chambe,

d I don't sleep.
. ] and ey don’t relate. They canit

I talk to a lot of pgbple, born Americans,
blame them. Sometimes it's hadg even for me to undey.

hole thing. Did it really happen? BINJ saw it.

here live fairly good. I don’t \ink there’s a coup.-
try in the world thfit can offer as much freedom as this country\Ngn offer. But the
Nazi party existyhere, now. This country is supplying anti-Semitic\paterial to the
whole world, pfnting it here and shipping it all over, and our leaders Xge silent, just
as the world #as silent when the Jews were being taken to the camps.NJow quick

' We used to say, “Look at hoy

ers, €

understand, and I do
stand the truth of thig
The majority offthe people

we forget.
Wheyf 1 sit in a plane, I see 65 percent of the people will pick up th\sports

page of ffie newspaper. They don't care what is on the front page! And this is Wyere
the dgfger lies. All you need is the economy to turn a little sour and have one py-
soff/give out the propaganda. With 65 percent of the population the propagand
florks, and then the other 35 percent is powerless to do anything about it

—

}LC\ WY aJ ) Hinda Kibort
ia

Kovno, Lithuan

When the Germans marched in in July 1941, school had let out for the summer, so
our whole family was together, including my brother who was in the university
and my little sister who was in tenth grade. We tried to leave the city, but it was just
like you see in the documentaries — people with their little suitcases walking along
highways and jumping into ditches because German planes were strafing, coming
down very low, and people killed, and all this terror. German tanks overtook us,

and we returned home.

The Occupation 'We did not have time like the German Jews did, from *33 until
the war broke out in ’39, for step-by-step adjustments. For us, one day we were
human, the next day were subhuman. We had to wear yellow stars. Everybody
could command us to do whatever they wanted. They would make you hop around
in the middle of the street, or they made you lie down and stepped on you, or spit
on you, or they tore at beards of devout Jews. And there was always an audience

around to laugh. . ..
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In September all the Jews were enclosed in a ghetto. We lived to-
The Gh Jitle huts, sometimes two families to a room. There were no schools, no
gethe i s, 10 concerts, no theater. Officially, we didn’t have any radios or books,
? ewsp? Te prought in many books and they circulated. We also had a couple of
put pe‘;n dwe could hear the BBC, so we were very much aware of what was going
dios :
;an with the “:;rwe were strong and useful, we would survive. Everybody had to go
AS longe t children under twelve and the elderly. There were workshops in the
1o work e})::rf they made earmuffs for the army, for instance, but mostly people
hetto W to work in groups, with guards. A few tried to escape, but were caught.
went ou'fdid not know yet about concentration camps.
W61943 the war turned, and we could feel a terrible tension from the guards
In Germans we worked with on the outside. We could exchange clothing or
and frof}lor food, but this was extremely dangerous because every time a column
jewelry K from work, we were all searched. A baker, they found some bread and a
caﬁl‘{bac ttes in his pocket. He was hanged publicly, on a Sunday. There was a little
few Clggl;; the ghetto, a public place, and we Jews had to build a gallows there and
orcf‘l;’; ad to hang him. We were all driven out by the guards and had to stand and
a Iich this man being hanged.
" November 5, 1943, was the day all the children were taken away. They brought
in Romanian and Ukrainian S.S. to do it. All five of us in our family were employed
in a factory adjacent to the ghetto, so we could see? through the window what was
happening: They took everybody out who stayed in the ghetto —all the children,
l the elderly. When we came back after work we were a totally childless society!
You can imagine parents coming home to — nothing. Everybody was absolutely
ttered.
o People were looking for answers, for omens. They turned to seances or to
heaven to look for signs. And this was the day when we heard for the first time the
word Auschwitz. There was a rumor that the children were taken there, but we
didn’t know the name so we translated it as Der Schweiz — Switzerland. We hoped

that the trains were going to Switzerland, that the children would be hostages there.

The Transport  On July 16, 1944, the rest of the ghetto were put on cattle trains,
with only what we could carry. We had no bathrooms. There was a pail on one side
that very soon was full. We were very crowded. The stench and the lack of water
and the fear, the whole experience, is just beyond explanation.

At one time, when we were in open country, a guard opened the door and we
saton the side and let our feet down and got some fresh air. We even tried to sing.
But then they closed it up, and we were all inside again.

Labor Camp When we arrived at Stutthof our family was separated — the men to
one side of the camp, women to the other. My mother and sister and I had to un-
dress. There were S.S. guards around, men and women. In the middle of the room
Wasa table and an $.S. man in a white coat. We came in in batches, totally naked.

I cannot describe how you. feel in a situation like this. We were searched,
totally, for jewelry, gold, even family pictures. We had to stand spread-eagle and
SPread out oy fingers. They looked through the hair, they looked into the mouth,

\
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they looked in the ears, and then we had to lie down. They looked into every orifi,
of the body, right in front of everybody. We were in total shock.

From this room we were rushed through a room that said above the dog,
“shower room.” There were little openings in the ceiling and water was trickljp,
through. In the next room were piles of clothing, rags, on the floor. You had to grap,
a skirt, a blouse, a dress, and exchange among yourselves to find what fit. The same
thing with shoes. Some women got big men'’s shoes. I ended up with brown sueqe
pumps with high heels and used a rock to break off the heels, so I could march apq
stand in line on roll calls.

After this we went into registration and they took down your profession)
scholastic background, everything. We got black numbers on a white piece of clot,
that had to be sewn on the sleeve. My mother and sister and I had numbers in the
54,000s. People from all over Europe — Hungarian women and Germans, Czecho.-
slovakia, Belgium, you name it — they were there. Children, of course, were not
there. When families came with children, the children were taken right away.

As prisoners of Stutthof we were taken to outside work camps. A thousand of
us women were taken to dig antitank ditches, a very deep V-shaped ditch that went
for miles and miles. The Germans had the idea that Russian tanks would fall intq
those ditches and not be able to come up again!

When we were done, 400 of us were taken by train deeper into Germany. We
ended up in tents, fifty women to a tent. We had no water for washing and not evep
alatrine. If at night you wanted to go, you had to call a guard who would escort you
to this little field, stand there watching while you were crouching down, and then
escort you back.

We were covered with lice, and we became very sick and weak. But Frau
Schmidt taught us to survive. She was a chemist, and she taught us what roots or
grasses we could eat that weren’t poisonous. She also said that to survive we have to
keep our minds occupied and not think about the hunger and cold. She made us
study every day! . . .

By the middle of December we had to stop working because the snow was
very deep and everything was frozen. January 20, 1945, they made a selection. The
strong women that could still work would be marched out, and the sick, those who
couldn't walk or who had bent backs, or who were just skeletons and too weak
to work, would be left behind. My mother was selected and my sister and I decided
to stay behind with her.

We were left without food, with two armed guards. We thought the guards
will burn the tents, with us in them. Then we heard there was a factory where they
boiled peoples bodies to manufacture soap. But the next day the guards put us in
formation and marched us down the highway until we came to a small town.

We were put in the jail there. There we were, ninety-six women standing in a
small jail cell, with no bathroom, pressed so close together we couldn’t sit down,
couldn’t bend down. Pretty soon everybody was hysterical, screaming. Then slowly
we quieted down.

In the morning when they opened the doors, we really spilled outside! They
had recruited a bunch of Polish guards and they surrounded us totally, as if in a
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we Were ninety-six wea ]
SOthlsll(iatr ° 1l these guards with riﬂels,(.’ emaciated. worten, marching down the
v German guards told us to run
i Then the o5, and MOSt of us were b;rtrflol:tt Ofthe e iy i
0 00F bt e SpEead o , frozen, our feet were blistered. We
a7, eally run, 12 out in a long line, with my mother and sist d
nd-”I Bras near one guard, and all of a sudden I heard the sounde(l;ffl fll1
,ing «ick” I still remember the feeling in the back of my spine, very stran IZ
yery scary: Then .the guar.ds began to shoot. e 5
There as 2 terpﬁle panic, Scrciams. People went really crazy. The three of us
ways and—heli Wlstcr :;E’n ?;mher in the middle, but now she let go of us and ran
o ¢ guar s;1 e g not to shoot her children. They shot her, and my
e an rabbed €ac Ot. er by the hand and ran into the woods.
el could hear screaming and shooting, and then it got very quiet. We were
i to MOVE: The gu‘ar(.is wore those awesome-looking black uniforms with the
bones insignia, and every tree looked like another guard! A few

afral
skull and crOs® .
e out from behind the trees, and eventually, ten of us made it out to the

bo*

§iS

olish village about a mile away.
d they started to throw things
dn’t help us because the

jghway-
hig st strength, we made ittoa small P
Ked on doors but they didn't let us in, an
us. W went to the church, and the priest said he coul

were in charge.
cak we just sat there on the church steps, and late in the evening

he priest came with a man who told us to go hideina barn that was empty. We did
not get any other help, whatsoever, from that whole Polish village — not medical
help, not 2138 to cover ourselves, not even water. Nothing.

¢ battle right in front of the barn.

t morning there was a terribl
ed the door, and we saw Russian

Liberation The nex

We were SO afraid. Then it got VETy quiet. We open
tanks. We were free!

The Russians put us into an empty farmhouse. The

ds. Then they putu

rags, all they had, to cover our woun
st jumped on it.

town where we found a freight train and ju
At the border Russian police took us off the train. They grilled us. “How did

you survive? You must have cooperated with the Germans.” It was terrible. But

finally we got identity cards —in Russia, you are nobody without some kind of
1.D.—and my sister and I decided to g0 0 the small town where we had lived. We

thought somebody mig
a prisoner from age

Looking Back 1 was
les, and cousin

mother and twenty-eight aunts, unc

has meant LomM

that did not survive. d.it hoax
. There are people writing I
its Jewish propaganda. We sho
won't grow up not knowing how a
the danger in keeping quiet when you S€€

y gave us Vaseline and some
s on trucks and took ustoa

ht have survived. - - -
nineteen to twenty-three. I lost my

g—all killed. To be 2 survivor

fair to the ones

e ———
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\ / \bystander, is as much at fault as the perpetrator because he lets it happen. That j
’ i i “silent majority””
why I have this fear of what is called the “si jori "
So when a non-Jewish friend or a student asks, “What ?ar'l I do? ,I, SaY:‘IWhen
you see something anti-Semitic happen, get up and say, “This is wrong or 1 pro-
test” Send a letter to the newspaper saying, “This should not happen in my com.

munity,” and sign your name. Then maybe somebaqdy else will be brave enough to
come forward and say that he protests, too.

Discussion QUESTIONS

1. According to these accounts, what role did the ghettos play in the Final Soly.
tion?

2. Based on these interviews, what was the principal difference between camps like
Auschwitz and those like Stutthof?

3. What do these accounts reveal about conditions in the camps and the inmateg’
strategies for survival? '

4. What lessons does the Holocaust hold for the future?

—i
Atomic Catastrophe

{chihiko Hachiya, Hiroshima Diary (August 7, 1945)

Although WorlINYar II began in Europe, in 1941 the conflict engulfed the wgfld as
Japan and the Uni™ States entered the war on opposite sides. Despite ingial syc-
cesses, within a year the¥panese began to lose ground to the Allies’ formigfible forces,
Even so, they fought on, Iilling to surrender no matter what the

human costs. This strategy pro\gpted Allied leaders to make a fate
August 6, 1945, an American plam dropped an atomic bomb on

aterial and
il decision. On

e Japanese city of
Hiroshima, adding tens of thousands Whe war’s civilian deagffoll. Thousands more
were wounded, including Dr. Michihiko N hiya, the dirgpfr of the Hiroshima Com-
munications Hospital. Made of reinforced co?

ete gl located approximately 1,500

meters from the hypocenter of the bomb, the oM escaped destruction and was

])soon packed with patients. Dr. Hachiya s among Mo Bedridden for several M
f weeks, he began a journal docume

L his experiences. The extewgt that follows is
drawn from his entry for the o

after the bomb had been dropped, ey he and
other survivors struggled j#fake sense of the u

nprecedented scale of destruct and
human suffering apprffid them.

Dr. Tabyeffi, an old friend from Ushita, came in. His face and hands had been
bugef€d, though not badly, and after an exchange of greetings, I asked if he knew
hat had happened. '

From Michihiko Hachiya, Hiroshima Diary, trans. and ed. Warner Wells, M.D. (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1955), 13-17, 24-25,




