Reading Guide—concerning Renaissance theories of beauty, ideals and aesthetics.

Each of these artists expresses a particular aesthetic philosophy—a theory of what beauty is and how it is to be achieved in various art forms.  What is the particular aesthetic philosophy of each artist?  How do they differ; how are they similar?
Things to consider why pondering these basic questions:

—From where does beauty originate, according to each artist?

—How is beauty achieved in the various arts, according to each artist?

—What do you think Alberti's preoccupation with "parts" and their relationship to the "whole" is all about?  What is "Congruity", in your estimation?

—What do you think Raphael means, precisely, when he says he's "making use of some sort of idea..."?

—What do you think Dürer means, precisely, when he says that "the lie is in our perception..."?

While reading and pondering these questions, take time to examine the art works of each of these artists.
