Reading Guide for Dolores Mitchell, “Rembrandt’s The Anatomy Lesson of Dr.
 Tulp; A Sinner aomong the Righteous,” Artibus et Historiae (1994):
I chose this reading in part because it helps explain how the painting reflects the era’s growing commitment to scientific investigation and continuing faith in religion: at this point, science and religion were intimately entwined, one might argue.
1. What are the arguments made by Heckscher and Schupback about Rembrandt’s painting, according to Mitchell’s summaries?

2. What is Mitchell’s main gripe with these arguments?

3. Why is the use of light vs. dark in the painting important for Mitchell? Clothing vs. nakedness?

4. According to Mitchell, why don’t any of the figures in the painting look directly at the body of Kindt (the corpse)?

5. How does Mitchell interpret the fact that Rembrandt’s depiction of the corpse of Kindt is reminiscent of many depictions of Christ?

6. According to Mitchell, what role is ascribed for the viewer of this painting, and why?

7. How might have Rembrandt’s Calvinist beliefs in “Divine forgiveness” be reflected in this work?

