Reading Guide for Anthony Blunt, “Michelangelo’s views on Art,” from Readings in
 Art History II (1983):
1. Blunt splits Michelangelo’s ideas and works into 3 stages of mediation on the question of “beauty.”  What characterizes each stage?  Which works does Blunt use as his primary examples of the differences between each of these stages?

2. To what historical and/or personal factors does Blunt attribute Michelangelo’s shifts in thinking about beauty?

3. Why was “beauty” so important for Michelangelo?  Are there different kinds of beauty?  How did his ideas differ from those of his contemporaries?

4. How did Neoplatonic thought find its way into Michelangelo’s thinking about beauty?

