Reading Guide for Bob Scribner, “Ways of seeing in the age of Dürer,” from Dürer

 and His Culture (1998):
—Why were Lutheran reformers generally suspicious of images? On what fundamental conception of images are these suspicions based?

—What is the “rationalisation of sight,” and what are the various reasons it was so important? How is this “rationalization” deeply imbricated with  religious/moral ideas?

—How was the nature of visual perception understood during medieval times? During  Dürer’s times?

—What is the relation between the material world and the supernatural world, and which was understood as more “real”?

—What is Scribner trying to tell us about images through his recounting of the legend of St. Cecilia?

—What techniques were used to provoke the psychological involvement of the viewer? What goals did the artists wish to achieve through such provocations? How were images of the alluring female used, and to what end? How might these uses have contributed to societal views about women in general?
