Reading guide for excerpt from Robert Hughes, American Visions: The Epic History
 of Art in America (1997):

While reading this excerpt, please consider Hughes’s fundamental argument: “The image of Indians projected by writers and artists was a faithful index of the way white society at large thought about them.”
—What were the various ways White Americans thought about the American Indian. 
How did these ideas change over time? How did depictions of the American Indian reflect changing ideologies in the United States? 
—What are the differences between King’s representations and Bodmer’s?

—Why was the theme of “abduction” so prevalent? Can you think of Western movies that continued this theme?

—How did representations of Native Americans as the “dying race” support the ideology of Manifest Destiny and westward expansion? Alternately, how did the seemingly endless West, as painted by artists such as Bierstadt, function similarly?
