Reading Guide for Linda Nochlin, “Women, Art and Power,” from Women Art and 
Power and Other Essays (1988):
1. How does Nochlin use the term “ideology” in this essay?  How do ideology and power work together, according to her argument?

2. How does Nochlin interpret The Oath of the Horatii? In Memoriam?  How do these works reflect the accepted ideologies of the periods in which they were painted?

3. According to Nochlin, what makes Gerome’s Oriental Slave Market more problematic than Manet’s The Ball at the Opera?

4. What issues does Nochlin raise about the representation of the “peasant woman” in art?

5. What problems confront the female spectator of art?

6. What is Nochlin’s main argument?  Do you agree with her?  Why, or why not?

