
Communicating music



Music notation (historical)

Babylonia, ~1400 BC

Korean 15th century
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Digitizing sound



Compact Disks



Notes vs. wave

• Can represent as either 
amplitude vs. time or notes 
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Splitting into notes (or colors)
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MP3 compression

Read notes 
(MP3)

Drop quiet 
notes

Write notes as 
numbers
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Compression

• Lossy compression is imperfect


• Requires lots of math (modern computing)


