e e ot Greeks Settle in Seattle

fellow workers; you are God's 1880s-1920
field, you are God's butlding. )
‘ (T Corinthions 3:9) First Greeks in Seattle

In 1592 explorer Juan de Fuca or Ioannis Phocas—also known as Aposiolos Valerianos
of Cephalonia—had sailed into the strait that bears his Spanish name, but did not come
as far inland to the place where Seattle would be established nearly three centuries later,
Tt was not until the 1870s that a smattering of Greeks trickled into Washington State. One
or two Greeks settled in Central Washington. The 1879 directory of the 4,283 residents of
Seattle lists Mack the Greek, a fisherman, as residing on Jefferson Street. Later records do
not mention him again.

The first men of Hellenic background chronicled to have seftled on Seattle soil were
Nicholas George from the island of Leros, Greece, and George Tandou Nicholas from Langa-
da, Asia Minor. They came on a fishing schooner which traveled around Cape Horn, arriving
in Seattle in the early 1880s.
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Trene and Nicholas George
University of Washington Coltection Meany Ploneer . .
Fiie @ Seattle Post-Inteligencer Nicholas George went to work at Yesler's Mill and, in 1888, as soon as he could, re-

bruary 28, 1920 o .
e turned to the island of Leros to bring his wife, Irene, and their three daughters to Seattle

to live. He became a fisherman, according to his descendants. Nicholas George had a
confectionery shop at 715 Seventh Avenue beginning in 1891. By 1900 he was the
proprietor of the European Hause for lodgers at 511 Cherry Street and by 1905
owned a fish and meat business which later expanded to include groceries.
Before the turn of the century, the George girls married. Nicholas
George gave his oldest daughter, Mary, in marriage to his friend with a simi-
lar name, George Nicholas, owner since the 1890s of a fruit and cigar store.
Nicholas George's second daughter Katherine married Zachariah A. Maf-
rige, a Syrian, who from 1892-1895 was co-owner with his brother Michael
of Mafrige Brothers Dry Goods and Notions and from 1898 to 1908 owner of
The Fair Department Store, both in downtown Seattle. The third daughter, Kal-
liope (Carrie), married James C. Angel (Angelo), also from the island of Leros, who
Carrie, Clarence, and Jim Angel operated one of the first known Greek-owned restaurants in Seattle. He died in 1907. Car-
rie married George Mandas, who was an owner of a fish stall at the Pike Place Market and
later became a court bailiff, The original pioneer families were hard workers and already be-
ginning to establish themselves in their new country, some investing in real estate as well.

Futherine and Zachariah A, Mafrige with one of their

children. Kutherine died in 1903 giving birth to son The Georges with two of their doughters:
Mary and George Nicholas (back row), George who died eight monihs later. Z. A. Mafrige and Kulliope (Corrie) Angel Mandas ﬂeﬂ),
daughters Frene Corkonen (left) and doughter Frene and son Stevs moved to Tezas sometime Nicholas George, Mary Nicholas, and
B Simeon (right) after 1911. Irene George
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Nl arly 1900s — Greek picnic in the Seatile areq: Jim Carkonen is ‘?12190'? - ;ZOS”Z ;md Huric
7 o e : e P, (e Marianthe) Mancusos in
Estorior of the Greek Russian Orthodox t_m_?d from the 07 ;g/z.t,.sccoyad row, and Chris Grecorin {Gregores) Creece. o wéxs the president of
Chawrch on 817 Lakeview Avenus s in the back row, Tight. ‘

the Greek-Russian Commumnily,
i approvimately 1810-1911,
prior to setthing in Tucoma.

@ Museum of History and Indusiry

First Greeks Give Land for Joint Church

According to the book Orthodox America 1794—1976:
Development of the Orthodox Church in America,

The St. Spiridon parish of Seattle was founded in 1892
by Russian Ymmigrants and scores of young Greek immi-
grants in a joint effort which was prompted by an offer from
the Russian government to provide a bi-lingual priest if the
two groups would combine their resources and construct a
church building. The offer was accepted.

Over one hundred years ago, a Greek couple donated the land for tt
first Greek-Russian Church in Seattle. Orthodox America states that “a pa
cel of land was donated by a Greek couple, Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas George
The St. Spiridon Orthodox Cathedral: 1895-1985 commemorative albu
states; “George and Mary Nicholas, a Greek couple, donated land for the fir
parish church.” King County real estate transaction records show beyond
doubt that Nicholas and Irene George are registered as having granted lan
Inierior of the Greek-Russian Church (Section/Lot #35, Block #9, in East Park) at 817 Lakeview Avenue on Ni
on Lakeview Avenue vember 27, 1894, to the Greek-Russian Church. Nicholas George turned ow
© The seatie Times his property to Bishop Nichelas “for and in consideration of the love and affection I has

for the Greek-Russian Church of Alaska and the Aleutian Islands.”

The Church first appeared in the 1895 Seattle city d
rectory under the name of the Greek Catholic Russis
Church at 817 Lakeview. In the Dedication Album of the 5
Demetrios Church (March 1963), a quotation from The §
altle Post-Intelligencer published on August 19, 1895, res
as follows:

With all her cosmopolitan features Seattle
is hardly accustomed to a full-robed priest of
the Greek church intoning the ritual of his
church in patriarchal style. In the neat little
building on Lakeview Avenue completed by
the Greek Catholics of this city last April, Rev.
Sebastian Dabovich last night conducted the
vesper service of the Orthodox Greek Church

e. 1911 - Seattle Greek-Russion commuunily across : .
the street from the church on Lakeview Avenue and preaChed the sermon in EnghSh‘
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City divectories listed the church by different names: Greek Ortho-
dox Church of St. Spiridon (1897); Greco-Russian Church of St. Spiridonus
(1898); Greeko-Russian Church (revised spelling) (1899); Greek-Russian
Orthodox Church (1918); and St. Spiridenus Greek Church (1921). Subse-
quently, the word “Greek” did not appear in the listing.

Adventure Abounds

Other Greeks also came to Seattle in the early years. One of them was
George Malamos, who came in 1893. He was the grandfather of St. Demetrios
. parishioner Jim Mitalas. In the 1890s and early 1900s, some Greeks in Seattle
Barly 19005 — (scond row, third and Jomed the throngs of others who sought their fortune in the Alaska gold rush,
Jourth) Demetrios Kyreatos and Carry The men were young and adventurous. Martin Marinos went to pan
Kyreaccs with their baby in baptismal for gold as did Jim Angel, who also set up an outfitters’ store in
attire. Unidentified friends and Alaska. Both ret A to Seattl
relatives gatheved for the celebration. aska. bothre lume 0 Seailie. .

The bearded man may have béen o Tom Dariotis, Gust Gumas, J. H. Eliopoulos, and George Mala-
a{;@sfngq p-r?fszf. .A_;c ﬁ;’;g ;‘:me,) baptisms mos were among the eighty Greek immigrants in the Seattle area
00k place i priviie ROMmes. who returned to Greece to fight in the 1912-1913 Balkan Wars.
Many came back to Seattle after the war

Flood of Greek Immigration

Although some Greeks had come to Seattle in the last two de-
cades of the Nineteenth Century, sizable influxes of Greeks moved
to Washington State from about 1905 to 1811 and again after the
Balkan Wars and after World War 1. Many Greeks who had left the
Northwest to protect their homeland came once again to Seattle
where they settled. The early Greek male population consisted
mostly of bachelors.

The Greek Colony
Greek immigrants came to America to seek their fortunes. The
1808 — Martin main reason for immigrating was to earn money to pay their family
Furi 19005 Seatle Grec %/;Wa;“”?f"’ms ) debts and to create dowries to marry off their sisters. Most of the
Erey s — Seattle Greeks Marinopouios, ' '
i thetr finery, Jim Carkonen standing. in Alaska early Greeks plam_led 130 return to hve' in Greece permanently. Many
who changed their minds were seeking the good life of marriage,
191“WEST?:Sggjirf;gfﬁ;’agfgi‘:ff““'NDEX children, and success. Some remained bachelors all their lives.
A N AGE  ADDRESS S ()thers' foupd th.elr wives through mar.rlages arranged by friends
Athens, George Bor 8 RRAvenus Fisherman or family either in the United States or in Greece. Many of the early
o h > . immigrants married non-Greeks since Greek females were scarce
Staveus,]olhn Bor 28 - N 1 1 4
e Bupont) A b B e ) in Seattle. Perhaps a dozen or so Greek women hveq in .Seattle
Dupand, {Dizsont] Minnie it B , before 1920, mosi of whom were from Leros. Greek immigrants
Dupond, (Dupont) James Son 30 “ Fisherman B
Dugond, {Dupont} Arcer (Arthus}  Son oo ’ to Seattle and elsewhere, in most cases, came from small rural
Depattuce, Depelie HH 46 2645 Alki Avenue  Carpenter . . " . . . .
Petluce, Nick Bor TR " impoverished communities in their homeland. Most Greek immi-
Pascaleie, Joh B 27 . Fish
ik, Casammere HH T Ak Capenter grants came as teenagers or in their twenties. They often had not
Kali ¥i, Costansia WIF 52 "
Sladdin et bt o ecoAkiAvense  Gardener been able to complete their schooling in Greece. Beginning jobs in
Georgepolis, Angelo 3 3207 Alki Avenue Clerk
e " e ety aborer the }Imted States required little education l?ut much strength and a
Candialos ary i =z desire to work. Most of the Greeks who realized that they needed te
ndialos, 1} . A .
Candiolos, Elitios 500 IE know English learned it on the job. The early years of employment
Candiolos, Nickalus Son i " . . . .
Candiolos, Hoflie Sen 7 . for the immigrants were filled with backbreaking labor and long
Candiolog, Steph S 6 " . . .
Condoen ene o 4 . . hours. After reaching America's shores, some had their start lay-
Constantlaun, Nickalas B 37 - Rest t cock
o nakos George. bor Y owsmet  Strck ing railroad tracks in section gangs, digging ditches for telephone
KEY: Bor {Boarder?); HH fHead of Household); WiF (Wite); Son, Dau {Daugter) COmp&nleS WDI'klng m GOEI.I mlnes or ln hlmbﬁr fOTeStS or Wa’Shmg

dishes. A few Greeks even tried their ha.nds at owning and operat-
* Editorial Mote: The above U. S. Federal census is unique In the files for early Greek immigrants to Seattle.
West Seattle, which was a self-governed entity in the early days, had to show that 20,000 people resided in ng ¢oal mines. The Greek 1mm1grants Were bI‘lght hELTdWOTleg

the area In order to be annexed to the City of Seattle.
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1912 — Nick Carras (standing far right front} became section
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foreman for a vailroad gang within o year ov o af arriving
from Greace. Standing fifth from the right is Paul Phumis.

ges

Seattle Album

Tu Alia painful transfer Irein cable and fraliey
care s antnmoflive transporfaifen, Seattle made
many an experimenl, This one, shortly alier Werkl
War I, wes heealind “Lhe |
The advanlages wore s
plragy of fresh air, relie 5
with Faré catlactions, anl mrried 5 v 1low
presemally fresk, on the cowl.  Dncidenially, ihe

M CHaEL I ?
owrsr wF THS

Mo, 217 .-Early Doy Bus
CpRZES
TETHE Y . Cutain Prvac =t

conct was still ealled a “dash-hoard” for reascus any
o0 buggy rider ran (el you.

Hiwever, thesa
ek pratection Jn mii
was & hil fon noxy fi
love, The desi
3y aneesior,
i s leiter 35 leltes colirans on {his page
(Next weeks Gl wad Plis VFILP)

r1 eurfains were mod
wiher, angd the seating

1915 — Michael Carees, owner of the Gusen ity Chitney
Company, was the first president of St. Demetrios Chiurch.

©Seattle Post-intefigencer

George and Jim Sakellaris (second and third) in front of the
Athens Barbershop, 121 Prefontaine Place, in Seattle (Nole the
borbershop signs tn Greek.)

%
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individuals, whose industrious-
ness would lead many io success
in whatever fields of endeavor
they chose.

In general Greeks saved
their money as they worked for
others. Some had fruit stands
or candy carts. Greeks liked be-
ing their own bosses. As soon
as they, alone or with brothers
or fellow Greeks, had saved up
enough money, Greeks became
proprietors of small businesses. The Greek sense of philoxenia or hos-
pitality made operating restaurants a natural choice as were other busi-
nesses involving foods.

Worship and community life for the early Greeks in Seattle centered
around the Greek-Russian Church of St. Spiridon on the hill on Lakeview
Avenue. The priest at St. Spiridon from 1905-1915 was Fr. Michael G.
Andreades, who held services in Greek, Russian, and English to meet
the needs of all the Orthodox. One St. Demetrios parishioner, Helen Las-
kares, remembers that, when services were somewhat long, the bench
outside the church was a good place for a young child to sleep. As the Se-
attle Greek colony grew, the people had a deep desire to build their own
church as a spiritual, cultural, and educational center.

As early as 1909, a Greek Club was established in Seattle at 203
Yesler in the center of old Greek Town by proprietors Mr. Spiropoulos
and J. Sarantos. Other Greek-owned restaurants occupied the same ad-
dress in later years.

1915-1919 — Unidentified Greck
smigront machine workers

Greeks Organize Own Church Community

As early as 1915, the Greek population began thinking of establish-
ing a church community specifically for the
Greeks, since at the time more than two thou-
sand countrymen resided in the Seaftle area
and eight thousand total in Washington State,
Idaho, and British Columbia. Nick Carras (in a
1963 interview) said he remembered that about
three hundred young Greek men, mostly under
the age of twenty-five, gathered for a meeting
in 1915 at the Labor Temple at Sixih Avenue
and University Street to discuss the possibil-
ity of building a church. Demetrios Manolides
was named chairman of that meeting. As such,
he sometimes was thought of as the first president. Nick Carras was ap-
pointed as the secretary. A letter from the Board of Trustees to the act-
ing Metropolitan Meletios written on October 1, 1918, indicated that the
church began functioning in June 1915. The letter was signed by the St.
Demetrios Church priest at the time Archimandrite Artemios, church
President John A. Rockas, Secretary George Sakellaris, Vice President
Pericles H. Scarlatos, Treasurer George Mandas, and Board of Trustees
members: George Gianacopoulos, George Iliades, Ioannis Damalos, Con-
stantine Delimitros, and Nicholas Fountoukos.

Demetrios Manolides,
early Greck colony leader
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In October of 1916, the Greek Commumndty
of Seattle secured an official charter from
the State of Washington in Olympia.

Biled &4 ragiiist o
CORFGEATION .-~
TR

1916 — Articles of meorporation

¢. 1916 — Demetrios and wife Carry
Kyreacos (third and fourth) gathering
with Greek friends for ¢ pionic ol
Huozelwood on Lake Washinglon. Note

the Yagria in widow's scarf; Charles
Spatart plaging the violin, and two other
musicians playing the kanonaki (similar
i0 a sanfouri) and the bougtuki.

Femm Prepured by Buram ot:I}z.e.pectiun nd .Suplervlnlo.n otPumeotes, - . Rgé:gmﬁiﬂjﬂﬁmg
Wams. Gresk Community of Seattle, ( f,i/@ ;Z Ji# ) A
i3 99 937t pitea 0CT 30 1935 Bapitat o
Erprafion. | mmm= % Placs of Businesa Seattle,
Strivken from Revarda @/u.,,s 2408 By _ Pesorded ook Page

The Constitution of the Greek Community of Seattle, also known by a handwritten
title as The Articles of Incorporation—the earliest document uncovered—sets May 21,
19186, as the date the Greeks residing in Seattle met to organize formally as a community
and to establish a church.

The Constitution sums up the goals of the new community:

The Greeks residing in Seattle of the State of Washington of the
United States of America in a meeting held on the 21 day of May 1316,
elected a temporary committee. ..which they authorized to look after the
organization of a Greek Community and to find a place to be used as a
church, to make the necessary constitution on the strength of which the
Greek community would exist, to take the necessary steps for bringing a
regular pastor.

Members of the temporary commitiee were: President Christos Liliopoulos, Secrefary
Constantine Carantsounis, and Trustees Constantine Delimitros, Louis Alexiou, Christ Soti-
ropoulos, Pericles H. Skarlatos, and Johh A. Rockas. They met on September 23, 1916, and
approved The Articles of Incorporation which their countrymen adopted.

The purpose of the Greek Community will be principally to maintain
a Greek Orthodox church having as its head, a minister duly appointed
by the Holy Synod of Greece and who must be a Doctor of Divinity of
the National University of Greece or of some other recognized theoclogi-
cal school of equal grade; to purchase a cemetery; to establish a Greek
school; and in general to look after all matters concerning the prosperity
of the Greek community or related to the better operation of the Greek
Orthodox Church.

The Constitution, typed in English, covered in great detail the procedures for the
healthy operation of an organization: financial resources to come from monthly member-
ship commitments, church service collections, and donations; general elections on the first
Sunday of Decembet; with the board of trustees electing its own officers; the responsibilities
of the officers, including the role of the board secrefary as a paid employee and dues col-
lector; establishment of three general assemblies a year, one of which was an annual meet-
ing; a Committee of Control for elections and
auditing; rules for candidacy to the Board of
Trustees. Article 18 specified that the Rever-
end Panaretos Anagnostopoulos would be the
first full-time pastor of Seattle’s Greek Or-
thodox community. Article 22 authorized the
Board of Trustees with a vote of at least nine
members to “proceed to purchase a lot for
the erection of the church, or of a cemetery,
to establish a Greek school and employ the
necessary teachers.”

On October 30, 1916, the Greek Com-
munity of Seattle secured an official charter
from the State of Washington in Olympia. At




Alexander Spelsieris (Spencer) His som Demetrios Spencer
Puget Sound Salmon Fishermen

A piciure of the probable church which the St. Demelrios
cormmunily rented from 1917 to 1981 as s first spiritual
home. It is the only church in the imwediale areq shoun on
city maps of that eva. No other arehival information conld
be oblained regarding the possible connection of the church
budlding to St Demetrios.

Puget Sound Regional Branch of the Washington State Archives, 1937

Early pictwre postcard from Peter Karris to his
Koumbaro, James Carkonen (left)

the request of the corporation of the Greek Community of Seattle, th
Constitution was filed in the records of King County, Washington, o
November 13, 1916, and presently is preserved in the King County A
chives at Bellevue Community College. The granting of the charter i
commemorated on a plague in front of the St. Demetrios Church on Boy
er Avenue East. The incorporation is on record at the office of the Secre
tary of State in Olympia and must be updated each year by the parish.

Church Named, First President Elected

At the initial meeting to establish the Greek Community of Seattle
the men present said they needed an icon if they were going fo have
church. Alexander Spetsieris (Spencer) who had arrived in Seattle i
1814, had brought with him an icon of St. Demetrios fo give his sor
Demetrios, who had emigrated in 1202 from their home island of Cephs
lonia. The father donated the icon of 3t Demetrios as the first icon fo
the new church. Consequently, the community decided to name th
church after St. Demetrios. Alexander Spencer, the maternal grandfathe
of Jerry Costacos, served as the first secretary (grammatefs) and th
first chanter (psalf?) of St. Demetrios Church,

Af the general meeting of the Greek residents of Seattle o
September 24, 1916, the Constitution was approved by the member
present. As setwforth therein, the first Board of Trustees was elected t
remain in office until the first Sunday of December 1917, The name
of those individuals were not set forth in the Constitution, as the elec
tion took place the day the Constitution was handed out and approvec
Michael Carzes was elected the first president of the Greek Cornmunit
of Seattle. John A. Rockas succeeded him in 1918 as president.

Helienic Association Incorporated

On November 27, 1917, Michael D. Carzes, D. Manolides, T. Mita
kos, Peter Farmasonis, Christ Sotiropoulos, Alex Brousales, John Rug
tis, Alexander Spencer, and James Kontometros signed the Articles ¢
Incorporation of the Hellenic Association of The Greek Community ¢
Seattle, Washington, “to form a corporation under the laws of the Stat
of Washington relating to educational and religious associations, and fo
the purpose of carrying on the business” of the “objects for which thi
corporation is formed.” The aims were:

1. The maintenance, support and promotion of the welfare
and the perpetuation of the existing Hellenic Church,
Saint Demetrius, at Seattle, Washington, and the buy-
ing of all requisite property and the erection of such
huildings as may be necessary for the furtherance of
said church and the promotion of the spirit of friendship
and help among the members of this association and
their families.

2. The establishment and maintenance of Greek schools and
the education of the Greek children in the City of Seatile.

3. In carrying out the purposes and ohjects aforesaid, said
corporation shall have the right to borrow money and
secure the payment thereof by mortgage, deed of trust
or hypathecation.

@
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C&mp Lems Attend Christmas
.Ceiehmtmnx

B‘L*""E‘.‘."{ 58 wnd BEY Qretks earing
the uﬁil’orm of ithe 1'nited States mnrmy,
will march from - the Gresl: Orthodox
chureh, Hcmnr(‘i avenuaand .Jn?m sireat,

thrnngh ilw wireeta of the qjjv 1o tha
King wireet atation, shortly a&fter noon
loday cngthe[r way - back to Camp
Tiaowis,

* They havg béen: cen‘icbraiing the(‘reek

i*hri‘atmm: which comes some . thitteen,

daye-Iater-than thet of America, and
have!breen-having one of the most on-
jmahlc timies of their lives, They have

ertenr-doodppropared TEY ey T EPT TR

thelr -native Iand; Yhave .danced the
dances they learned on the shores.of
f.he,“.,ﬂ.cgfan gex. and .are now going
back “ty 1tha ‘army camp to continue
trainlng Tor the fIght sgrinst the ene-

my of mot only.ithelr natlve land, hut

of tha land of thelr adoptlon, Al the

wiEtiom g Tarewsil nddress—in-Eugtisl;

WA be d&&fivered =nd ihe two daya

celebration will-be rt- an—endv.*'*"‘ e

The "pregence of Undle Sam’s” Greck

nrphew«: in the city at thisg time iz the
result of & letter - rwwritten by M. D,
Carzes, president of the: Greek Commu-
nity of Seattle t6 Brig. Gen.' Frederick
&, Foltz asking that the men be grant-
ed lénve to come to the.city and cele-
brate the holidasy searon with peonle
ef thelr own natlonality,. "Abolt one-
thirda of the 1,500 Greels nt the camp
came . over, dined on barbecued.lamb,
old - GreeX. siyle,. Greak- galadn; Greek
c¢heese and other dishes, prepared - nnd
sarved h\ the womaen of tha colony,
the 1900 G. T. hall, 1109 Virglnta stree‘t,
last-night.,  More than 1,000 persons
were present.  Dancing Io]lowed the
,d{nner.
——Tre retiplious Tizn“ft‘u.ﬁ}é ‘obvser\ﬂmca
of Christmas will be held &t the Greek
church this moerning, Xev. Father
Sfmeon,. of FPortland, wiil conduct the
garvice, which wiil begin gt 2 o'clock
and -wlll close juat before the moldiers
slart on their march to the rafiwayv
statior-M—D Carzer s given eredir
for belng fhe orlginator of the preszent
c¢alebrailon, and other.‘m'emb’é'fis of the
local- colony gaslstiny on the commit-
tes were I Manolldes, P, l‘arma*onls
and Th., Mitakoa, .
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It appears that the incorporation of the Hellenic Association was a
follow-up support system for the original incorporation of the Greek Com-
munity of Seattle the previous November in 1916. Membership in the as-
sociation was divided info three classes: regular, corresponding, and
honorary members, To be a regular member, one had to reside in the City
of Seattle. Only a regular member could vote. Corresponding members
lived outside the city. “Any orthodox Greek shall be entitled to membership
in this corporation by the payment of a monthly due or fee of Fifty Cents.”

First Clergy of St. Demetrios Church

In the beginning years of the community, even while the Greeks were

attending the Greek-Russian Church, according to some of the clder

St. Demetrios parishioners, itinerant Greek Orthodox priests as well as
priests from Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Portland came o
Seattle to perform sacraments for the Greek Orthodox faithful in their
homes. Beginning in 1916, the Holy Synod of Greece, and subsequently
the Greek Archdiocese in the United States, assigned priests to St. Deme-
trios Church. The early priests remained for several months or up to two
vears, In retrospect to some Greek Orthodox of Seattle, the priests did net
seem to be permanent. When time elapsed between assignments, priests
from Portland or from St. Spiridon Chureh in Seattle would come to per-
form sacraments. ¥ine documented example is the wedding on Decem-
ber 23, 1917, of Christ Liliopoulos to Olga Pappadimitriou at the Greek
Church of St. Demetrios at John and Howard Streets, with Fr. Emanue]
Simeon of Portland officiating.

Archimandrite Panaretos Anagnostopoulos, who served the Greek
Community of Seattle from April 30, 1916, through October 30, 1917, was
followed by Archimandrite Artemios (no last name on record) who served
from February 1, 1918, until October 1918. Fr. Nicholas Patsoulis was the
priest at St. Demetrios church from November 7, 1918, through the spring
of 1919, Archimandrite Chrysanthos Kaplanis was the pastor from the
middle of 1919 until 1921,

Church Rented, Property Purchased

Arrangements were made in 1917 o rent an empty church at the
southeast corner of John and Howard in Seattle, Services were held there
until the first St.Demetrios Church was completed. Parishioner Helen
Laskares remembers the rented church as a rickety old structure. There
were two steps, a walkway, and then one more step to the streei. She re-
calls that, when she was a child, the faithful were processing outside on
one Holy Friday and the two steps gave way. “Down went the epitaphion!
Down went everybody—the priest, the psaltai, the peaple carrying the
epitaphion, and the parishioners!”

The Seattle City Directory of 1917 lists for the first time the “Greek
Community Association of Seattle” The Board of Trustees on behalf
of the Association purchased a lot at Yale Avenue North and Thomas
Street as the future home of the first permanent St. Demetrios Church,
The site was chosen because the majority of the few Greek women
in Seattle, mostly from Leros, resided in that area known as the

The Greek soldiars received “free meals of Greek Cascade neighborhood.
vestaurants und free fruit and free candy at stonds
conducted by their counirymen.”

© Seaitle Post-ntelligencer, January 8, 1918
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Jokn B Angel as o young man in Arthur Mavaveller, who
wmititary wntform duving World Way [ died after suffering mustard
poisoning in World War {

A\ P

01918 — Leaders of the early Greek
Commumity of Seatile: (Seated) Michael
Carges, Thomas Demakis, Nicholas

Greek Immigrants Serve in World War |

From 1917 when the United States entered Wor
[ until the Armistice on November 11, 1918, more tha
thousand Greek immigrants throughout the United
served in the U, S. Army and Navy. Greeks in the m
from Seattle included: John P. Angel, Thomas P,
George H. Georgopoulos, and Arthur Maraveller,
whom suffered injuries. Arthur Maraveller, who su
from mustard gas poisoning in the war, died the yeas
his return home. Among the others in World War I
Constantine (Gus) Costacos, Athos Grigoris, John ¢
Peter Kalames, Andrew Kusulos, Thomas D. Lentgis,
mios Martin (Malevitsis), Tom Paputchis, and Const:
(Gus) Zarkades.

Fund Drive for Church

During the years following incorporation, the
Community was a beehive of activity. In 1918 unde
leadership of Fr. Nicholas Patsoulis, the drive was si
to raise money for the building of the church at Tt
and Yale. The task was a difficult one. The nickels,
and dollars donated for St. Demetrios were earned thy
great effort and toil. Funds came from throughout tt
cific Northwest as well as from California. The leade
ganized the community, raised money, and planned fi
construction of the new church.

The women of the community also boldly st
up to the challenge of finding funds to build the ch
The Greek people as newcomers to the United S
were struggling to make ends meet. Under the le
ship of Carrie Mandas, Jenny Diafos, and Mary Za:
the Greek women of the community combed the sta
funds. The women would go to the coal mining areas
Renton and stand at the mine entrances on payday t:

lect money to build St. Demetrios Church. The thrifty women knew that each penn;

Zanides (Standing) B, Tasso Morisse, important so they needed to be there when the men received their paychecks before
Peter Wells, Jomes Carkonen, could spend the money elsewhere, as Carry Kyreacos, one of the women, explained

T Chelos

AHEPA Finvvood 58th Corwention Yearboak, 1989

later. They went to the far corners of the state, to Idaho, and to British Columbia to in

all Greeks in donating to and supporting the new church. St. Demetrios would be the
Greek Orthodox Church in Washington, Idaho, and British Columbia until churches

£ Sty oy

1918 — James Sowrapas and cousin Steve Sourapas
wn thewr Georgetown Bottling Works delivery truck
AHEPA Firwood 58th Convention Yearbook, 1589

built in Tacoma and Vancouver later in the 1920s and Spokane in 1948.

Women's and Men's Clubs Aid Community

The women of the Greek community in either
or 1920 organized the Women’s Heilenic Club (WHC
1921 in order to help develop the community, the me
energized the Greek American Political Club which
originally founded in 1913. The committee structur
both groups emphasized education, the church, and be
ing American citizens. Toward the goal of building a ch
the women held bake sales, dances, parties, and raffles
push to become American citizens was especially ity
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1919 — The owners ond staff of the

Euagle Cofe, Third Avernue and University
Street: first, Don Andrews, second,
Pericles Seorlatos, third, (us Andrews;
sixth, Theo Vellias; eighth, Alex Vitas;
ninth, Wilma Sees (Scarlatos); tenth,

Foter N. Wells; tiwelfth, Mrs. Gus Andrews;

Jowrtcenth, Mys. Effie Wells; last on the
right is Nick Cooper.
AHEPA Finwood 58th Convention Yearbook, 1989

tant, because the 1920 census showed that
i only sixteen percent of all immigrant Greeks
were naturalized. The U.S. Government was
preparing new reduced quotas which would
affect directly the number of Greeks allowed
into the country in the future. Therefore,
community leaders stressed the need to
complete naturalization before the new law
was enacted.

An organization called The Hellenic
Commercial Club was established on Octo-
ber 30, 1818, “to bring into greater union
and cooperation the different representa-
tives of the Hellenic race in the City of Seat-
tle;” to spread “benevolence of attachment
to the traditions, history, and sentiment of
the Hellenic race,” “its history, oratories,
literature, and fine art,” The club sought
to “promote matters of general commercial
interest for the benefit of the members.” As
stated, “the club as a club will not engage
in any religious or political activity or busi-
ness for gain.” The club's incorporation was
recorded with King County.

Founders were: Thomas Demakis, President; Michael Carzes, Vice President; John
Vallos, Secretary; Nick Zanides, Treasurer; James Carkonen, Peter Wells, and Thomas
Chelos. The other “subscribers to said agreement” were: John Farmasonis, A J. Pappa-
dakis, John Eliopoulos, Victor Maravias, B. Zistatsis, Nick Pappadakis, Gust Papadalis,
George Mandas, Christ G. Grecorin, Mitchell P. Angel, Hercules Kotolaris, Gust Charou-
has, Thomas Paputchis, T. H. Mitakos, B. Santos, Manual Rambooly, Peter Farmasonis,
D. Mulenos, William Matheos, John Deligan, Paris Demakis, Pericles II. Scarlatos, and
D. N. Andreopoulos.

In 1920 representatives of the Greek Community of Seattle visited all the Greek people
known to live in Eastern Washington and in Lewiston, Idaho. Greeks resided in Cashmere,
Wenatchee, Soap Lake, Adrian, Odessa, Penewawa, Qroville, Wapato, Donald, Yakima, El-
lensburg, and Cle Elum, In each small town along the Great Northern Railroad, many Greek
immigrants at the time worked in section gangs building the railroad.

Church Cornerstone and Loan Application

In 1819 Spiro Simeon, one of the early restau-
rateurs of Seattle, came from his home in Idaho
specifically te lay the cornerstone for the church
on the southeast corner of Thomas Street and Yale
Avenue. During 1920 with Pericles H. Scarlatos
as Board of Trustees President and leader of the
building efforts, the Greek Community of Seattle
approved plans and anticipated construction of
the first permanent St. Demetrios Church edifice.
Collecting the necessary funds was vital to making
the dream come true. By then, the immigrants had
given all they could. Mr. Scarlatos vowed that the
church would be erected.

1918 — Greeks gathering ol the Fourth of July Celebration
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Wowﬂyiﬂ’omr A Splrltual Home IS Born

tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! 1921-1929

Blessed are those who dwell in
Youy house. Blessed is the man
whaose strength is in You, in

First Greek Orthodox Church Built

The first St. Demetrios Church was built in 1921 at 232 Yale Avenue, Seattle %, Wash-
whase hear! are Your ways. ington. Thanks in great part to the efforts of Pericles H. Scarlatos, President of the Board
(Psalm 84 1.4:5) of Trustees of the Greek Community of Seattle, the community cbtained a loan from the
fused in services for both the bank. Construction began in April 1921 and was completed in just seven months. A new
l%??ﬁ%ﬁ’?i Z%fﬁ}ﬁﬁff% priest, Fr. Vasilios (Basil) Abramopoulos, was assigned in mid-1921 to lead the new church.

He was pastor until February 1924,

St. Demetrios Church on the southeast corner of Yale Avenue North at Thomas Street
in Seattle opened its doors for the first service on Sunday, November 20, 1921. Orthros be-
gan at & AM. and Divine Liturgy at 10:30 A.M. Father Abramopoulos and the twelve mem-
N bers of the Board of Trustees welcomed Seattle Mayor Caldwell and members of the City
. ‘ Council who attended the Divine Liturgy. Officers of the Board were: Pericles H. Scarlatos,

g, DIRITRION ?A@?fmfmm President; Constantine Charouhas, Secretary; Bill Matheos, Vice President; and George
FORMAL EXERCISES.. .
S . Mandas, Treasurer. As the only Greek Orthodox Church north of Portland, 5t. Demetrios
Stnictufe ‘il Yﬂp' ‘BYORnS AR . R . . i .
S ehomas Bixeet Cost §50,000 Church in 1921 had eight thousand communicants in cities throughout Washington State
& o Baild. and British Columbia.
TEe :-mm_b,aigéog of 2 epectsi Mgk A stained glass window from the Yale Avenue church contains the name “St. James
. iadd BE A Cprelool ol R R . .
snoraing, will mank the Saviie SRiL. Greek Orthodox Church,” the English translation of the saint’s name prevalent at the time.
TB. agtarn Orthodox Ohurss st . \ ) \ )
Yals Avenus and Thomas SLtett THD The window is now on permanent ¢isplay in the Community Center of the Boyer Avenue
R P ; ailenality, . . . . .
080 varsons of Grsgt IEMERENRG St Demetrios Church. Each of the windows at the first St. Demetrios Church was inscribed
‘other  5.800 - throtzheut Washinglon i ,
ang Britleh o e worshlinsd with the name of its donor

N T LY ¢ AL
ith the Hupsiggs snd Serbinng  in ) . '
%z;uﬁ%’if%"‘-"gé;aé‘;"«fﬁﬁ"%ﬁfiﬁ",‘gﬁf Concerning the opening of the first St. Demetrios Church, Effie Chakos Wells remem-
: ' . sl L6~ X
Thant a%g;?:‘%i" ﬁ?ﬁ?féﬁ?;?;;ﬁﬁ% bered, “How happy and grateful we all were in our hearts because we were able to have
Aayander Farlpaet [o8Sk oo a Greek Orthodox church.” Among the many devoted people who attended church, one old
' _nnr,lfg tha wagp gpad_ths conadguent

1§58 umgnég?;‘fé’;?f;?;f’i?ﬁfi %‘é‘; gentleman wished to arrive before his family who always went late. He lived far away, but
copgtderable . BHMET ng . the
Graes evefymnita | This wes o never knew when to get off the trolley. When he came close to the church, he would pre-

Lbg fegy that so many of L0 T sent himself beside the conductor, make the sign of the cross, stroke an imaginary beard,
countey or Gredcs, ratarded the de-

y8lopient of the congregatinn, I and say, “bong, bong, bong.” The conducter understood and let him off at the church. Fam-

the- gettlament of Lhese

iné CGreeks. wers nhle to go ahead s . . ' . .
wilh the constzugtion of tne ohurch ilies from Renton and Rainier Valley would bring milk and bread for their children to eat
R A e i rgs o th because they lived so far away.
el , " wrhigh teviously had Been

_i_lln Lok the{ach.'zjg ?%the,%%v: Ah. v Ag!‘}g; .
?&g::gigpgd&bspsz a;nﬂntor_u;gr‘ a.lI‘: 7a<_i-' . Father Phoutl‘ldes,
heranly .of .the Greek CHurch sa’dis- . .
Ut A o g B hous Wasting- First Long-term Priest
'wlra;ggxﬁziﬁg;g -Cfggu?hh;abervlcsa' o=
morrow are In charge of ths officers In 1922 the Board of
_ojf the Grosk c&mmun!t}r, who aré: N .
Trepidenh B H Suerlon Veerbiery, Trustees decided that it
s ChaRoUNRa: ULeaduIOr astes! toh
Tema™ difuumen, " ot gregren was necessary to have an
Fiuhann, Gus Poulails, Christ Kriszes English-speaking  priest
ang John Grivas.

to serve the needs of both

the Greek and non-Greek

parishioners. Only a few
priests were fluent in the
English language. Father
Stephanos E. Phoutrides
was one of the young-
est and one of the most
learned and progressive
Greek Orthodox priests in
the United States at that

D For temorrow's service - special
invitatlons hava been extsnded ia
Bishop Fredariok 8. Kentor and 1o
ine members of the Eplscopal ClaTEy
and a few laity. Invitations aliso
have peen ment to Mayor Hugh 3.
:Celdwall and other prominent cltizens,
Tha Tt Rev. . fEarmanocs, Freak
bizhop in the Unlied Btates, 15 unabla
to lamve Mew ¥ork at thip thime, but
il ba hera early nexzi year.

1921 — St Dewetrios Church with ils
priest, Fr. Vasilios Abramopoulos

B The Seattle Daily Times, Nov. 19, 1921
~Photos by Times photographers Webster and Stevens
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1921 — Fr. Vasilios Abramopoulos (second
rouw, fourth from left, with beard) ot o
gathering of Greeks in the Seattle area:
(first rous) Clara Chakos (Nicon), Amelia
Kowras (Onzome Pantages), Effte Chakos
{Wells) helding o young girl, Panciots
Southus with fwo unidentified children,
Chrisonla Mardotis, Carry Kyreacos with
desughter Olga Kyreacos {Turnbull,
Maria Stelios Spafart with children
Buddy, Dove, end Willie Spolari {second
ronw) Charles Andvews (first person),
John Manolikas (second person), Tom
Southas and Charles Sputari (fiwo
Purthest vight) (hird rous top vight)
Constantine Hazimihalis (fourth from
right), Jim Andrews (second from right)
(All other men are unidentified.)

Fr. Stephanos Evangelos Phoutrides

time. He had earned a degree in English from Yale Uni:
versity, On February 14, 1924, Father Phoutrides came
{o the parish as pastor with his wife, Calliope, and thei
children, Aspasia and Evangelos. Their son Aristides was
horn on August 9, 1925,

As the only Greek Orthodox priest in Washingtor
State, Father Phoutrides traveled widely to meet an
serve the spiritual needs of the church’s extensive con
gregation. He noted the large number of mixed marriag
es— sixty percent statewide, two-thirds in Spokane, ant
in some towns as high as one hundred percent—an:
could foresee the loss of many scattered Orthodox t:
ather denominations. At St. Demeirios Church itself, h
noted that a large percentage of wives and children knex
no Greek and could neither understand nor participat
in church services, He initiated programs in English so all communicants could experienc
the Orthodox faith personally.

In May 1924, Father Phoutrides started a Sunday School program with lessons in Gree
and English on the story of the Bible. He also held another children's “Sunday” Schoeol i
the English language, first on Tuesday and Friday from 11 A.M. to Noon during the sumime
of 1924 and then on Saturday from 10 AM. to 11 AM. during the school year in 1924 an
1995. Records do not show classe$ beyond that time.

Because of the increase in marriages and the number of small children, Faihe
Phoutrides and the Women's Hellenic Club started a children’s nursery in the churc
hall. Presbytera Calliope Phoutrides was appointed chairman of the nursery committe
which ineluded Carrie Mandas, Eugenia Angell, and Zola Pappadakis. The Incorpora
ed Nursery for The St. Demetrius [sic] Church, begun on Sunday, July 27, 1924, allowe
mothers to attend Sunday services while a trained murse took care of their childre
Starting on Augnst 31, 1924, Father Phoutrides also began giving the sermon in Englic
on the last Sunday of the month for the benefit of the children, young adults, and no:
Greek spouses. He instituted a St. Demetrios choir of four girls, which sang its fir
Divine Liturgy on Septerber 14, 1925.

Greek Community Newspaper

The Hellenic Civic Society in June 1924 started a monthly English langua:
newspapes, The Washington Hellenic Review, dedicated to reporting the progress ai
community affairs of Greek people from all churches and organizations throughout tl
Northwest. The Review, which used high quality English grammar and language, sot
became a communication lifeline between Seattle’s St. Demetrios Church and the small
outlying areas.

Americanization was an important focus in the newspaper, which presented detail
articles on every phase of the naturalization laws and the steps needed in attaini
citizenship. Bishop Philaretos of Chicago in 1925 stated that he knew of no other Gre
community which had its own newspaper, and he was impressed with its objectis
and content.

Americanization School

Once it had established its membership and its newspaper, the Hellenic Civic Sock
focused its attention on the organization’s educational goals. Recognizing that the Gre
immigrant had difficulty coming to traditional day or evening classes, the HCS in 1¢
requested the WSuperintendent of Seattle Public School's night school program to establ
special classes at hours which would be more convenient. The first course beg
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Pericles H. Scarlutos — President of the
Board of Trustees, 19201922

1980 — George Sakelluris (left) in

a fundradsing play for the first

St. Demetrios Church. The man on
the right is unidentified. Al thal lime,
men performed women’s roles in
church proditciions.

in September of 1924 and was tanght at Ceniral School by an able teacher from Ballard
High School. Mr. Mitchell Angel and other committee members of the Hellenic Civic So-
ciety made an appeal to the Greeks to take the course for their own betterment. Thirty
people enrolled in the beginning class in Elementary English, Reading, and Writing.
The first class was a success and an advanced level course was started in December
in Citizenship.

Following the Christmas vacation, the two classes resumed January b for the
new semester. Most of the beginning students returned. It was a concern that the
advanced class might not continue due to poor attendance. The April 1925 community
newspaper reported that the two classes “ended for the season on the last Wednesday of
March....More than sixty were enrolled in the two groups with forty-five attending con-
tinuously. Among the group were two ladies, Mrs. J. G. Kargianis and Mrs. John Grivas.”

Church Officers and Recognition

The new church board had been elected on January 4, 1925. Officers were: Alexan-
der (Alec) Neckas, President; Peter Wells, Vice President; Peter Kapsimalis, Secretary; and
John Spiro, Treasurer. Other members of the Board of Trustees were: John Grivas, Tony
Pappadakis, and Gus Zarkades. The board was considered well qualified because of previ-
ous service to the church and to the Hellenic Civic Society. Issues of finance, attendance,
and Sunday School topped their list of priorities for the year A three-week fund drive was
started almost immediately to raise two thousand dollars from members to meet obligations
due on April 6. .

The officers who had guided the first nineyvears of the Greek Community and of St.
Demetrios Church were guests of honor at a gala dinner banquet on January 29, 1925, af
the Masonic Club in the Arcade Building in downtown Seattle. Past presidents of the Wom-
en’s Hellenic Club alse were honored in recognifion of the immeasurable assistance the
women's group gave to the church, The 1925 Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees
of St. Demetrios Church invited the entire community to the af-
fair to honor and express appreciation to the past leaders.

Father Phoutrides at Tacoma Church Opening

St. Demetrios parishioners and pastor Father Phoutrides
took part in the opening of St. Nicholas Hellenic Church at
Sixteenth and Yakima in Tacoma on Sunday, April 5. Father
Phoutrides was one of the speakers. As reported in The Washing-
ton Hellenic Review in April 1925:

He spoke in English on the principles of ortho-
doxy. He set forth the fact that the real church lies
in the hearts of the people and not in the edifice.
He stressed the importance of the future of ortho-
doxy, and the future of our children, and conclud-
ed by saying: 'If we are to preserve our dogma,
and save our children, we must teach them of
God and Christ, as we believe, and we must teach
them in a living tongue. Our children are born in
America and they are Americans. Their language is
English. If we teach them orthodoxy in English, we
will be teaching them a live God to believe in and
to follow; but if we attempt to keep them Greek
and teach them in Greek, we will be giving them
a dead God to bury, with their hearts as a burial
ground,’ the Reverend Mr, Phoutrides concluded.
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Now. 27, 1981 — Costacos-Spencer wedding:

{back row) Joamna Zisimalos (Georges),
Marionthe Spencer Costacos (the bride),
Constantine “Gus” Costacos (the groom),
Johm Sagianvis (kowmbaros) (front vou)
Eugenia Spencer (Kvinslond) and Amelic
Zisimatos (Cults)

1925-Bishop Philaretos of Chicogo
The Washington Hollenic Review

First Greek Orthodox Youth Group in USA

In 1925 twenty teenagers and young adults of St. Deme
Church between the ages of fourteen and twenty-three formec
Junjor Orthodox League. Initial League officers were: Theo Pay
President; Mary Pantages, Vice President; William Demetriades, §
tary; Bill Chatalas, Treasurer, and Othan Manelides, Sergeant-at-A
Other members were: Jessie Kyreacos, John Mandas, Irene Pan;
Georgia Pappas, Dorothy Santos, George Simeon, George Chat
Donna Ripley, Pierre Pantages, Virginia Ladas, Helen Ladas, E
Manolides, and Joetta Snow. They asked Father Phoutrides to st
religious education program for them in English because they wa
to understand their faith in the language they knew best, The |
class was held every Monday evening. The League also had a ¢
with a class in singing conducted every Tuesday evening. Two mo
after starting, the seven-voice choir sang at the services July 12, ]
for the first time. In September 1925, the League held a dance &
Knights of Columbus Hall with dancing to Anderson’s Orche
Over one hundred members of the community attended.

Bishop Philaretos, during his pastoral visit in mid-June }
conducted one of the Junior Orthodox League Bible study classe:
noted, “It is the first organization of its kind in the United States
is the only logical means for the future of our church and Greek culture to be secured.”
League also won praise from community leaders and from Christos Lilliopoulos, the he
ary Greek Consul and an early lawyer in Seattle.

St. Demetrios Church Consecrated

The consecration of St. Demetrios Church took place on June 14, 1925, with Bi:
Philaretos officiating, assisted by Fr Stephanos Phoutrides, Fr. Thalis Demitriadis
Portland, and Fr. John Aivaliotes of Tacoma. Even though the opening of the church
been in 1921, the consecration could not take place until a bishop could visit Seattle.
Bishop was highly impressed both with the “interest Father Phoutrides had taken ir
work and in the progress the community had made.” (The Washington Hellenic Rev
June, 1925)

On June 15, before the general meeting of the community, the Bishop prom
the young priest to the rank of Economos, or steward of the church, the second hig
position a married priest can attain—just sixteen months after he came to St. Deme
Church and after only three years in the clergy. The day after the church dedication,
op Philaretos, the guest speaker at a public gathering, noted the exceptional accomp
ments and progressiveness of the Seattle Greek Orthodox community.

Father Phoutrides was the first priest to represent St. Demetrios at a dioc
conference. The meetings were held July 29-31, 1925, in Salt Lake City, with Bishop Ph
etos of Chicago presiding. Bishop Philaretos selected Father Phoutrides as one of six pr
to represent the diocese of San Francisco at the National Clergy-Laity Conference “to be
Iater,” according to The Washington Hellenic Review.

He started religious classes in February 1926 in English on the beliefs and doctrin
the Greek Orthodox faith. The classes were for adults, especially for the non-Greek spot
in the congregation. In March 1926, Father Phoutrides was put in charge of a new Or
dox parochial school to teach the Greek language of their forefathers. The school was
ministered by Pericles H. Scarlatos, President; Demetrios Manolides, Vice-President; .
Rockas, Secretary; John Pishue, Treasurer Other committee members were: Tom Ch
John Economou, Pete Farmasonis, John Gregores, George Mandas, Tony Pappadakis,
Pappavasiliou, George Rigas, Spiro Simeon, Peter Wells, and Nick Zanides. Thirty-five ¢
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February 22, 1983—Hellenic Civic Society: Washington’s Anndversary Bunquet

dren attended the first class.

In the 1920s, bazaars were popular
events sponsored by various groups in the
community. The first church bazaars were
given under the guidance of the Women's
Hellenic Club. The club sponsored the an-
nual Christmas Bazaar in the church hall,
Some accounts say it was a three-day af-
fair; others say it was held only one day.
The hours seem fo have been from noon to
midnight each day. Profits from the Bazaar
were used for the school, the church, and

The Hellenic Benevolent Soclety was
organized in Seattle, Wash.,, March
ITth, 1823, Its charter was issued by
the secretary of state, (Mympia, April
4th, 1823, The H. B. S. was argan-
zerl Lo promote a brotherly feeling
mmong {ts members and to develop a
spivit of mutoual help and protection
or their fellow countrymen in our
nidst. i also desires the promulga-
don of belter relations with, and un-
lerstanding of, the Ameriean people.

All Greeks and their descendants
ire eligible to wmembership.  Initig-
don fees are $5; dues, $10 per vear.

The organization provides for its
nenbers sick relief of 7 per week,

HELLENIC BENEVOLENT SOCIETY IS DOING
SPLENDID WELFARE WORK

an orphan adepted by the club, A luncheon
was held one autumn fo benefit a booth at
the annual Christmas Bazaar. In 1923 Sun-
day School teachers sponsored a Children’s
Bazaar to raise maney for the Sunday
School. All the items sold were made by the
Sunday School children.

Visitation to Eastern Washington

In August 1925, Thomas D. Lentgis as
Chairman of The Washington Hellenic Be-
wiew and Mitchell Ange] as President of the
Hellenic Civic Society set out on a twelve-
day automobile trip to make contact with all
the Greeks known to live in Eastern Wash-
ington. A previous fact-finding trip had
been made five years bhefore, They found a
great change in the life of the Greek people

412 per week where the member is in
-ospital, in addition $o half the cost
{ vperation and full services of phy-
ieian. The physician for the H. B, S.
8 . . P Garner, 702 Cobb Bldg,
The officers of the organization for
924 are as follows: Theo Kotrotsos,
wesident (having succeeded himadt?
rom the term expiring 1923); Milten
Belias, vice-president; Louis Alexiow,
reasurer; Niek Zefkelides, scecretary.
Trustees and Members of the
Executive Committes

Gust Karantjounis, Jim Kolematis,
Gregaricus Batanis, George Kladis,
Aristides Delimetres, Nick Katsianio-
tis, Tom Autancpoulos, Harry Bougio-
hos.

The Washington Hellenic Review; June 1924

Jimmy Rigas in an evaone costume,
with his father George Rigas

who had worked building the railroad, “To-
day there is either no trace of them at all or they have become farm owners, businessmen,
and family men. So great a progress has been made that one might almost call it an evolu-
tion — an evolution towards contentment and stability in the place of restlessness and un-
certainty.” According to their report in The Washington Hellenic Review, Mr. Lentgis and
Mr. Angel saw that the people also focused on obtaining quality schooling for their children.

“One of the needs that we found most evident, especially in the out-of-the-way places,
was some way for the people to keep in touch with the church. We hope that with the plans
under consideration in the diocese it will be possible for all places to be visited from time to
time by our clergymen.”

Greeks March in Civic Parades

At the invitation of the American Legion, the Hellenic Civic Society for at least two
years participated in a parade designated by President Calvin Coolidge as National Defense
Day. Over two hundred Hellenic Civic Society members took part in the rally held on Sep-
tember 22, 1924. In 1925 the parade was moved to the Fourth of July.

Picnics Big Affairs

Community picnics in the 1920s were big affairs. Some reports say six-hundred peo-
ple, others say fifteen hundred to two thousand attended the picnics on a normal basis.
Whatever the size, the picnics were large, as evidenced by the annual picnic photographs.
Books of tickets were sold to support the church. Many businesses supported the event by
buying tickets. SRR
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18205 — Greek picnic: Mostly men, o
Jew women, and o small wwmber of
children—mnote the formality, all in
their Sunday best, men in straw hats
and vested suits with ties or bow ties.

(freeks dancing at an early picnic
at the Bokwmus farm in Renton

1920 — Athanasios Adamides and
Theophanes Mitakos as performers
in o Greek community play. They
were also chanters.

G

The Greeks also knew how to joke. One year an unusual event was noted in the
icles—a pig race. A man held the pig in the midst of an open circle of one hundre
in diameter surrounded by many contestants. The people were ready; the pig was
turned loose, Whoever caught it first would receive the pig as the grand prize. Whe
pig didn’t move because it was still tied, the joke was on the participants who alreads
darting to catch him.

The picnics always ended with dancing
evening to the music of groups like the Henc
Orchestra. Picnics in the 1920s were held a
ous lakes and parks, such as Hall's Lake an
Peopie’s Park, Renton Junction, Greek people
from all over the Northwest, including Po:
and Vancouver.

Af the 1928 picnie, Community Presiden
Zanides, in thanking businesses for their con
tions in gifts as well as in the purchase of ti
said the Greeks of the city had come to r
the church was their own, and “they must support it.” He also observed that surrou
towns had been cooperative. He especially praised the spirit of Vancouver and Gray:
bor County for their hospitality and for buying many tickets.

Bishop Callistos Visits 5t. Demetrios

The Washington Hellentc Review chronicled the week-long pastoral visit of the
Reverend Callistos, Bishop of San Francisco, to the Northwest February 4-11, 1928, H
been elevated as the first bishop of the newly created San Francisce Diocese on Aug
1927, and most likely was making his first pastoral visit to Seattle as bishop,

His Grace was met at the train depot by a welcoming committee which included |
Phoutrides and the Board of Trustees. The Women’s Hellenic Club hosted a luncheon f
Bishop. Later Father and Presbytera Phoutrides hosted an open house for the parishion
meet the Bishop. The next day His Grace celebrated the Divine Liturgy at St. Demetrios Ct
assisted by Father Phoutrides and Fr. Bartholomeos Karahalios, pastor of St. Nicholas C
in Tacoma,

On Monday evening, over two hundred community members gathered in the churc
for the Bishop’s address regarding the life and work of the community. Famous musi
John Constantine, tenor, and Nicholas Oeconomacos, clarinetist, performed. Bishop Ca
was honored af a grand banquet at the New Washington Hotel, February 8, 1928. Throu
his Seattle stay, he received members of the community every afternoon at his hotel.

Bishop Callistos praised the Greek Orthodox Community of Seattle as a “very
organization both parochially, commercially, and socially, with committees and prog
that cover all Feligious, charitable, civic, and educational purposes.” He la
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8?39 *Af[gﬂffé Bomiquet at the the community’s loyalty to their ecclesiastical authorities. The Bishop directed the cur-
ympic Hote

rent Board of Trustees composed of past presidents “to dispense with the little debt that
burdens it.” On the other hand, he viewed Seattle’s parochial language school as lagging
and expected a greater effort. He emphasized, “The learning of the Greek language, as a
classical langnage and as a language in which the Gospel was written, can help any person,
regardless of his nationality and origin, to a better understanding of the Greek civilization
and of Christianity.”

Local AHEPA Chapter Founded

The Juan de Fuca Chapter 177 of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive As-
sociation (AIIEPA) was established in Seattle in 1928, The national organization of AHEPA
started as a response to the discriminations the early Greek immigrants faced both in gen-
eral and from the Ku Khix Klan. The Preamble to the Constitution of the Order of AHEPA
states that American citizens of Greek heritage wish to have harmony with others, implant
loyalty and patriotism for the United States, and with goodwill and cooperation help to solve
civil and societal issues.

Membership and Community Welfare

In mid-January 1929, the church board mounted an intense community membership
drive. Within two weeks, 237 people had signed up, contributing a sum of $2,250. The Board
set its membership goal at twice the previous membership, or 450 members. By April, 506
parishioners had become members of the church—twice that
of all previous years. Two teams of members of the Board of
Trustees personally contacted each parishicner to become a
member. The winning team received straw hats from President
Thomas Lentgis. The losing team had to furnish the wheelbar-
row entertainment at the community picnic.

According to the February 1929 issue of The Washing-
ton Hellenic Review, the St.Demetrios Church Board of
Trustees created several community service committees.
In addition to the Parochial Committee already existing,
the board established the Sick Committee to visit the sick
in hospitals and at home; the Social Affairs Committee;

1828 — Bishop Callisios
The Washington Hellenic Review

198205 - Chusrch Picnic: Demetra, Church Attendance Committee (composed entirely of women); and the Welfare Committee.
ﬁfﬁgﬁjﬁfgﬁ; j@{;ﬁ?’;ﬁ;ﬁﬁfj left In March 1929, the Board of Trustees set aside one hundred dollars from the church com-
(men on vight unidentified) Tunity treasury as a nucleus for the welfare fund, to be known as the Greek Community Char-

9
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WASHINGTON HELLENIC REVIEW
FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE &REEK CONMMUNITY OF
SEATTLE FOR THY YEAR 1929

Receipts Disbursements
Menmbership (546) .w.$ $,050.00 Salaries ooeoeeemmecsnemsemnenees
Church Services ... 3,395.79 Diocese fees ..
Ceremonials ... 144862 Patriarchate .....
Celebrations and Picnic... 135412 Charity Fund .
DIORALIONS covoeeeemrrmemcnnnrmsanens 8,894.97 | General Expense .o 2.315.37
$19,143.50 % 6,321.87
From 1928 Administration 2741211928 current debts..ee 1,136.35
Urnpaid Coupons ...-.oovmes 600,16| [nterest on loans . 487.18
Temporary Loans ... §00.00] T'emporary loans 802,92
{mprovements ... 2,860.23
Church Mortguge 9,000.G0
$20,608.53
On hand 209.23
$20,817.78 $£20,817.78
Itemization of General
Expenzes
Books and Printing......... 3 14615
Stamps and Mailing ..., 33529
Phone, Light and Water  117.55
Gas and Fuel o 155,30
Insurance Premiums . 11122
Miscellaneaus .cooorieeveee 223.91
Picaic and social costs.....  697.26
Easter expenses ... 177.35
Candles and freight ... 13111
Teachers'. transportation.... 150.00
$ 2,315.37
Ytemization of Indeltedness
Due on Church Mortgage at beginning of 1929..% 9,000,00
Due for salaries and sundries beginning of 192%... 1,136.33
Church improvements contracted for during 192%.. 4,450.23
Unpaid salaries and summaries at end of 1929.......  350.06
$14,936,58
Paid against Mortgage during year ...
Paid against 1928 accounts during year .
Paid against jmprovements during year
i $12,996.58
Total Comtnunity debt oa January 1, 030 crereeerera erenee B 1,900
Respectfully submitted,
BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 1929,
By Tom D. Lentgis, President;
Tom J. Stamoulis, Treasures.
Gus Zarkades, Secretary;

19205 - Andrew Manolides at the Manolides Brothers
Fruit Stall at Pike Place Market

Fund. The trustees knew the amount would not be sufficier
to cover the needs which would arise during the year, but
was impractical to set aside a large amount in view of the f
nancial condition of the community. They also expected th
fund to grow with contributions from other organization
and individuals. The Women's Hellenic Club was the first t
respond, with fifty dollars. The Welfare Commitiee, appointe
annually by the board, worked independently and kept a pr
vate ledger, doling out funds to truly needy individuals.

Installation of an automatic oil heating system, costir
$6,400, was completed at St. Demetrios Church in 1929. *(
Sunday, September 22, the parish enjoyed for the first fin
the services in a well-heated, comfortable church building
(The Washington Hellewic Review). The project fulfilled ¢t
hoard’s resoluiion for the year.

Church Mortgage Paid

The Right Rev. Bishop Callistos returned to Seattle O
tober 23-27, 1929, for the feast day celebrations of 5t.D
metrios and to receive the paid-in-full church morigage. t
officiated at the two St. Demetrios feast day services—Ve
pems on October 25 and Divine Liturgy on October 26—a
also celebrated the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, October ¢
The Bishop attended a Sunday School class and distribut
icons to the children.

At a time when the immigrants were irying to este
lish themselves and their church in their new homelar
the Yale Avenue St. Demetrios Church mortgage was paid
full only eight years after the church opened. In Novemt
1929, The Washington Hellenic Review reported: “The mo
gage on the church was retired just before the bank clos
for business on Saturday, October 26, and was officia
delivered to Bishop Callisios at the church hall on Saturc
evening by Parish President Thomas D. Lentgis.”

In 1929, the year the morigage was paid, the church und
went decoration, renovation, and repairs. Pews were instal
in the nave of the church. “Columns, steps of colored mart
painted walls and ceilings and a spacious dome gave the impr
sion of a different. interior,” according to The Washington &
lenic Review. The original cost of the church was $38,5
An additional $9,000 expenses brought the cost of the chu
to $47,500. The same issue of The Washington Hellenic .
view stated, “Nearly $9,000 has been pledged by the tentt
November, of which $7,700 was turned over to the treasu
in cash.”

Father Phoutrides and Fr. George Mystakides of St. Ni
olas Church of Tacoma officiated at the reopening of
Demetrios Church after the renovation. Father Mystaki
delivered the sermon. Following services, a memorial |
chanted for His Holiness the Patriarch of Constantino
Basileios 11, who died in 1929. The joint choirs of the
churches were directed by Constantine Kourtellis, who i
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assumed his duties as St. Demetrios Choir Director and Greek language
teacher in early September 1929. Mr Kourtellis led the Greek Parochial
School achievement exercises in the community hall in September 1929. My
Kourtellis resigned as the Chanter soon after, but remained as Greek School
teacher for a short while.
The Women’s Hellenic Club celebrated its tenth anniversary with a Buffet
- Dance given at the community hall on Noverber 16, 1929. Four of the seven
original charter members were at the event. Each was presented a corsage;
Carrie Mandas, Irene Carkonen, Zola Pappadakis, and Antigone Pappada-
kis. Myrtle Gregorian, the club’s first President, was unable to participate. A
congratulatory telegram was sent to her. The article in The Washington Hel-
lenic Review does not mention Mary Zanides, first Secretary-Treasurer, and
Efthalia Gregores, the other charter member of the Women's Hellenic Club.

1921-1929 in Perspective

In the 1920s, people helped one another when they came from the old
country, married, had children, and lost loved ones. The church was an
extended family in which the people shared life’s Jjoys and sorrows in
Christian love.

By the late 1920s, the St. Demetrios Community established itself as
one of the foremost Greek communities in the United States in progressive
e accomplishments and in*maintaining the Orthodox faith. It was ahead of
Origenal St, Demetrios Clurch its time in recognizing bilingual needs, in organizing youth activities, in

teaching Orthodoxy, and in establishing the church as a part of the lives of its parishio-
ners, young and old.
The people had enjoyed a warm fellowship evident in picnics, Greek Independence
Day celebrations, and the dinners and dances which the parish was to enjoy throughout
its seventy-five years. Bazaars, sponsored generally by the Woren’s Hellenic Chib and
occasionally by other groups, such as the Sunday School, helped to raise needed funds
for special programs. The bazaars, small scale events held mainly for the
Greek Orthodox comimunity, established the pattern for the festivals of re-
cent times: pastries, dinners, embroidered handicrafts, and, in the earliest
days, baby clothes. From the start, the Greek immigrants and their children
had something special to share with their new neighbors: their ethnicity.

Money raising, forever a problem, had its unique aspects in this early
decade: no one had much money. Those told by parents in their lifetime that
pennies make nickels, nickels make dimes, dimes make quarters, and quar-
ters make dollars had only to look at the St. Demetrios Church building
fund drives before and during the 1920s to see the reality of these math-
ematics, Until the advent of the Great Depression, and perhaps even then,
the people provided when their leaders asked them for funds. The church
mortgage was paid within the decade.

St. Demetrios Church’s first long-term priest, Father Phoutrides, epito-
mized the shepherd in charge of his flock, e traveled through the state to
serve his people. He worried about and instituted programs for the young,
the newly married, and his parishioners in a new country. He wanied every-
one to understand Orthodoxy and went about teaching it to everyone in the
language they understood. He established the model for the fimes to come,

Lay leaders came to the forefront without leadership training, Some of
the strongest individuals in the history of St. Demetrios contributed to the
establishment of a new church and a new community. The decade of the
1920s was a memorable beginning.

1588 — Persephone Rigas (Snell)
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Téf Cowho seck

after the Lord will not have

want of any good thing.
{Fsalm 34:10)

1950s—The Carras Brothers (Frocery
at 7th and Madison in Seattle: George
Carvas (vight), Gus Zurkades (middle),
unidentified {left)

1832 — St. Dewmelrios women and

girls gathered af the home of Antigone
Pappadakis for the bridal shower for
Mary Colgnakis who married Theodore
Mamnas. Those identified include: (Mrs.
George) Marigo Rigas, (Mrs. Sam)
Vasila Pishue, (Mrs. Dimitrios) Polizeni
Manolides, (Mrs. Constantine “Gus”)
Eftikia Cokinafds, (Mrs. Nick) Ruth
Benikos, (Mrs. Sam) Ruth Sofus, (Mrs.
Demetri) Carry Kyrewcos, (Mrs. George)
Georgia Pappadakis Constantine,

(Mrs. Gus) Antigone Pappadakis, (Mrs.
Nick) Mary Zanddes, (Mrs. John) Nota
Lucas, (Mys. Tom) Mary Stamolis, (Mys.
Thomas) Athena Phillips, (Mrs. Nick)
Alezandra Cooper, (Mrs. Jim) Margarela
Holevas, (Mrs. Steve) Mary Murenakos
and daughter Helen Marenakos
{Thompson), (Mrs. Andrew) Anthippi
Manolides, (Mrs. Pete) Fotini Ladas,
{Mrs. George} Theadora FPlumis, (Mrs.
John) Annetta Soivo, (Mrs. Pate) Moyy
Manolides Formuzis, (Mrs. Theodors)
Calliope Cokinakis, the bride-to-be
Mary Cokinakis (Munus), (Mrs. Mike)
Ireng Matantos (Cokinakis), (Mrs.

Nick) Helew Carvas, (Mrs. Steve) Aliki
Babunes, (Mrs. Mike) Calliope Cherades,
{Mrs. Manuel) Toula Cotton, (Mrs.
Harry) Katherine Pallikaris, (Mrs. Nick)
Cutherine Vamkros, (Mrs. Diainond)
Fotind Nicon, Athena Holevas (Nicon),
(Mrs. John) Athena Pishue, (Mys. Nick)
freme Courounes holding son Jerry,
(Mrs. Johwn) Angeliki Grivas.

The Great Depression,

Development, and Discord
1930-1939 -

Life of the Greeks in the 1930s

As St. Demetrios Church entered the decade of the
1930s, the community was flourishing under the pastoral
care of Fr Stephanos Evangelos Phoutrides. Church
organizations and programs were in full swing. Both
within the church and within the Greek commu-
nity in general, much growth occurred. The early
immigrants were becoming well established, and
the newer immigrants were getting started in their
adopted country.

According to the Seattle Greek community
newspapers of that era, the special social events in
the life of the Greek community in Seattle were on a par

with those of affluent groups of the times. Many events held
in the 1920s apd 1930s required formal attire. It was the norm to

have dances at the Olympic Hotel or some other fine establishment with the
music of well-known orchestras or Greek bands or both. When the Greeks entertained, they
did it royally. They were forward thinking and had become part of the mainstream in their
manner of socializing while still maintaining their ethnic integrity and fellowship.

The early Greeks in Seattle worked hard to provide good lives for their families. They
had established themselves as owners of a variety of businesses including restaurants, tav-
erns, coffee shops, caterers, food importers, dairies, butter and egg stores, meat and fish
marlkets, a pie company, laundries, dry cleaners, barber shops, a drug store, fruit stores,
grocery stores, billiard rooms, tailor shops, a furniture store, steel foundries, and fuel com-
panies. Some Greeks were insurance agents, attorneys, and accountants. Others went into
medicine, dentistry, and banking.

In the Greek Orthodox subeulture of some neighborhoods in Seattle, when the children
went to public school at age five, some of them, according to Mary Dalias-Smith, “were not
consciously aware that they lived in a country called America,” where their parents and
grandparents had migrated. It might as well have been a fown in Greece.” In fact, when the
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Women's Hellenic Club performance of Avsenic and Old Lace: Nota Lucas,
Artemis Delirnitros, Mory Lentgis, Helen Carras, Angelica Sourapas,
Jenwy Digfas

About 1935 — Angeling Mulenos (Larson)
in a grass costume, sister Demetre
Mulenos (Karras) in a rose costume, and
thesr brother Jerry Mulenos all sel for a
(rreek play

¢. 1985 — Some parish leaders oulside
the Yale Street church: Horry Pallikaris,
George Pappas, John Grivas, Thomas
Lentgis, Mitchel] Angel, Harry Holeras,
Steve Marenakos, John T Lados

parents were both Greek, the children often spoke no Eny
when they started public school. These children were surrol
ed by Greek newspapers and Greek magazines, Greek-ov
restaurants and other businesses. They heard and spoke
Greek language and attended St. Demetrios Church on Sunc
Following a church service, they often dined at one of the G
food establishments or visited other Greek friends and relat
Others who lived in more diverse neighborhoods were not sc
mersed in Greek culture.

Education was a most important requirement in the Gt
American family, While not all the young people of the 1
went on to attain a college education, i is noteworthy th
1932, of the seven high school graduates in the Greek comm
ty, six matriculated at the University of Washington. Three -
women. Evans Manolides, who immigrated to the United Si
at the age of twelve and was a 1932 graduate of the Universi
Washington Law School, went on to become a Deputy Prose
ing Attorney of King County (1936) and later a judge.

The intellectual pursuit of the Greeks in Seattle also manifested itself in the
ous cultural offerings of the era. In addition to religious training and participatio
the spiritual life of the church, the Greek people were enriched culturally by lectur
ries, Greek language classes, Americanization support, and cultural entertainment ofi
by various groups of the Greek community. The Women’s Hellenic Club was the }
working philanthropic arm of the church. The women continued producing the an
Greek bazaar. Musical presentations were among the most popular cultural offering
the Greek community during the 1930s. Many Greek-American children took music les
and gave recitals which were publicized in the Greek newspapers. The Greeks pursue
tellectual enrichment within the larger Seattle community af lectures and at produci
of ancient Greek plays. Greeks in the state gave back to the larger community by sh:
Greek culture at events of various organizations and by taking part in Fourth of Jul
rades through AHEPA, often winning first place for their floats.

The Church Community and the Great Depression

On December 12, 1929, the Board of Trustees of St. Demetrios Church presente
proposed platform for 1930 to the people. Elections were held December 22, Members o
new Board of Trustees took over the reins of responsibility on January 1, 1930, and
sworn in on January 19. The incoming board was mandated by the congregation to ac
the approved plan of action for the year: 1) continue the work of the outgoing board-
teach the Hellenic language and literature as a classical and encyclopedic compleme.
the education received in the public schools, (b) strengthen the Community Charity |
to meet the community’s needs for charitable purposes, (¢) pay off the balance of the
rent church debis and make all the improvements
essary in the church building, and (d) develop a w.
keep alive the interest of the members in the work
Demetrios Church, both ecclesiastically and sociall
change the bylaws to retain all paid church officet
yearly contracts to be ratified every year by the r
bers; 3) revise and simplify the bylaws and constit:
of St. Demetrios Church to allow for the requiremer
a growing and changing community.

Near the end of 1929 and in the early part of -
differences between Father Phoutrides and some n
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bers of the community began to escalate. The discontent which
had begun a few years before was brewing, A small but vis-
ible faction defied Father Phoutrides’ authority as pastor of St.
Demetrios. Father Phoutrides refused to compromise the beliefs
of Orthodoxy to suit the preferences of individuals.

Rt. Rev. Callistos, Bishop of the San Francisco Diocese of
the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America, paid
his third visit to the Seattle Greek Orthodox community on Jan-
uary 15-16, 1930. The faithful continuously visited him at his
hotel during calling hours to express their high esteem for him
and to ask his ecclesiastical advice.

Because of continning disharmony, the entire Board of
Trustees announced they would withdraw from service to St.
Demetrios Church effective May 1. In addition the School Com-
mittee also resigned. On May 18, a special election was held by
the church community to elect a new Board of Trustees. The
new board elected its officers in June 1930. New Schocl Com-
mittee board members were appointed. The Board of Trustees
of the church also established a Ladies Auxiliary Committee to
help with community work.

In June 1930, the Board of Trustees began a membership
drive and called on its parishioners to help the community pull
through the hard times during the Great Depression. In light of
the financial difficulties of the Great Depression of the 1950s,
the 1932 Board of Trustees established a committee in January
to help the unemployed and needy in the Greek community. The
numbers of people in need had been increasing steadily in just
a few months time. The committee sought contributions from
the Greek community. The Greek community rented the Scan-

Royal Door of the Iconastasis in the first St. Demetrios Cliurch: Christ the dinavia Hotel so unemployed Greeks would have shelter. Food

Teacher as Bishop

also was provided, and extra help was extended to needy fam-

ilies. In addition, about a dozen Greek bachelors were among
the hundreds of immigrants and other destitute people who lived in shacks made of scraps
of building materials in “Hooverville.” Because of the Depression, at least one Hocverville
sprang up in Seattle on public land.

At the same time, the Board of Trustees reduced its fees for sacraments. The Board
also reduced the salary of the priest and announced to the parishioners that the priest
would be allowed the age-old Orthodox custom of receiving monetary gifts from people in
the parish as personal thanks for performing sacraments.

Then, on December 8, at the last regular meeting in 1930, the St. Demetrios Church
Community addressed another serious vet related matter. A problem had been growing in
the parish because the younger members were leaving community burdens to the older
members, The younger members, instead of taking on more responsibility, were shifting
their focus to activities of the ethnic organizations with the notion that they also were ac-
tively assisting the good of the church. In order to solve the dilemma, the St. Demetrios
Church community passed a resolution that the business of the church community should
be completely separate from the affairs of the various other Greek organizations in Seaftle.
The church activities should be achieved solely within its own membership and by its elect-
ed governing body. The resclution was made to encourage the younger and less interested
members to realize that they needed to devote personal time and talents in the operatiqn
and activities of the church community itself, both for themselves and to allow the older.
members to relinquish some of the responsibilities they had carried for many yea_rs.'_z-':_--.-._ B

87 ..:
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GREEK COMMUNITY OF SEATTLE

Receipts and Expenditures for 1931

Coliected Pald Qut
Membership Dues _________ . $1,60600(8alaries . _________________ $3,274.60
Church Services . ___________ 3,297.64 {Church Repalrs ______._____ 186,14
City Ceremeonisls ______._ ___ 742.20 [General Expense _._......___ 1,256.18
Country Ceremonials ... .. 246.21 | Parochial Schoo)l ____. _____ 264.62
Charity Donations .__ ... ... 165.16 { Patriarchate ______._________ 107.00
Celebrations, Pienics, ete... . 891,90 Archdiocese .. _____ 132,00
———— | Charity Donations __. .. ______ 278,00
Total Tncome .. v e $6,947.651 . —_— .
foan from Bank ... ... 98231} Toial Expense ... __.__ $5.528.94
T On old debis _____________. 2,181.25
Cash in Bank ______..__.____. 219.83
$7,920.82) __ ) ) $7,929.82
Found Correct. :
Auditing Commitiee: .
- Tom Gregoris, Gus Zarkades, Prestdent;
Tom Paputechis, - Gius Damoulas, Secretary;
" ‘Chris Pappas. - Gus Pappadakis, Treasurer,

1931—Balance Sheet
The Washington Helfenic Review

In January 1931, the nev
Board of Trustees of St. Dernetrios
Church stated its aims for the up
coming year. The community Greel
language school needed to hire ¢
full-time professional Greek lan
guage teacher. Building enhance
ment goals included revamping the
layout of the basement community
hall and decorating that area. Ir
order to raise the money needed #
achieve the 1931 goals, the Trustee:
inangurated the Group Membershiy
Drive. All the businessmen in the
Greek Orthodox community were ¢
solicit funds and memberships ir
the church from among their Greel
employees and friends. Membershiy
forms were printed and distributed
A month later, 150 members hac
paid their 1931 dues.

The St. Demetrios Board of Trustees was able to pay off its current church debt by

April of 1931, because of the outstanding support of the people during Easter week, during

Icom of one of the four Bvangelists
on the leonosiasis at the first
St Demetrios Church

the common good.

88";

the membership drive, and at the March 25th Independence Day celebration. The efforts o
the church community to awaken responsibility in the membership had the desired effect
Efforts then could be directed to improving the parish school, knowr
today as the Greek Language School.

Father Phoutrides represented St. Demetrios Church at the
Fourth Convention of the Greek Archdiocese of North and Souti
America in New York City, November 16-20, 1931. It was the first na
tional congress of the Church since the Ecumenical Patriarch anc
the Holy Synod of Greece in 1930 had recalled the bishops from New
York, Chicago, and Boston. The Archdiocese was reorganized by the
Patriarch and the Holy Synod. Five dioceses were established, includ
ing that of San Francisco. The Greek Orthodox Church in Americe
now was being led by Archbishop Athenagoras and a mixed counci
of clergy and laity. The fourth congress of the church was significani
because rules and regulations were established regarding priests
communities, churches, missions, religious education, ecclesiasti-
cal courts, relief funds, magazine publication, national conventions
and archdiocesan councils. In 1931 an imperative need existed foi
the Archdiocese to centralize, coordinate, and supervise the work of
the 220 Greek Orthodox churches in America. A new constitution hac
been drafted and was to be sent to every church for ratification. With
each new Archbishop, the Greek Orthodox Church in America was
making strides toward a stronger ecclesiastical organization.

During his report to the parish following the national conven-
tion, Father Phoutrides said that there had been excessive friction
and suspicion among parishioners of St. Demetrios Church. Father
Phoutrides called upon the Seattle Greek Orthodox Community te
help both the local and national Church by working harmoniously for
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By 1932 the St. Demetrios Church community was feeling the brunt
of the Depression. The financial situation was severe enough to warrant a
change in leadership. On March 6, 1932, a special election was held, and an
entire new board was chosen. It was believed that the new board, because
of church and business experience, would have the financial expertise to
deal with constantly escalating church, school, and relief costs coupled with
decreased receipts. Two of the new board merbers had served as parish
board presidents and mest of the others previously had been on the Board
of Trustees. The newly elected President, {Matthew) M. S. Alexander, was
the only newcomer to the board. He was president and owner of a local steel
foundry and was a long-time church member and donor. The other trustees
were: Demetrios Manolides, Vice President; Pericles Scarlatos, Secretary;
Sam Pishue, Treasurer; Aristides Jatos, Martin Marinos, and George Plumis.

Celebrations

Picnics were a favorite pastime during the 1930s. The Greek Church
Community, the Women’s Hellenic Club, the Greek American Progressive
Association (GAPA), the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Asso-
ciation (AHEPA), and the Hellenic Progressive Political Club of Washington
(HPPCW) organizations all held annual picnics. Choices of locations for the
summer picnics included; Hall’s Lake, Star Lake, Redondo Beach, Fauntle-
roy Park, and Cedar*River near Black Diamond. People came from Renton,
Anacortes, Kent, Evereft, Seattle, and Tacoma. The whole Greek Commu-
March 25, 1931 — A group of St. nity turned out for the various picnics, with hundreds of people captured in the annual
Demetrios parishioners guthering by group photographs. The throngs of picnickers enjoyed field sports, swimming, boat races,
the coumns ai the Syivan Theater at the wrestling matches, Greek and ballroom dancing, and speeches, food, and fellowship.
University of Washington . \

One such picnic was held in August 1936 at Hall's Lake. The AHEPA Mentor tells of
a sports event at the picnic involving Nick Nicon {the “Aberdeen Kid™) and Bill Langus in
“a demonstration of give and take.” “Billy did most of the giving and Nick received most of
the taking.”
The yvearly March 25th Greek Independence Day celebration was an important event in
1950 — Greek: Pienie ot Hall's Lake: the 1930s. The 109th Anniversary of Greek Independence Day was also the first cenfenary
the Grask commumity had grown. of Greece’s recognition as an independent state. The Board of Trustees and the Women's
i




L o e e o e D e e e e L o 7 5 5 5 o s ) e S s o

P % ] oy i > o
A

P pa g o Hellenic Club held thre

= : " celebrations in 1930: the
community party, a pre
sentation of plays in Greel
and English, and a ban
quet under the auspices o
all Greek organizations ir
the city. The priest and the
church president spolke
about Independence Das
in Greek history. The No
vember 2, 1930, bangue
at the Eagles Hall Audito
rium drew three thousanc
Greeks and Americans to-
gether to honor Greece, Ar
orchesira made up of firsi
musicians from the Se
attle Symphony Orchestrs
was directed by Nicholas
Oeconomacos, then Seat

1934 — Sunday School childrer dressed * tle’s famous classical clari-
Jor Greeks Independence Dy in front of netist. The gala musicale also included songs by baritone tenor John Constantine. Twelve
St Dematrios Chureh

men and women in costume performed Greek folk dances,

As reported in The Washington Hellenic Review, the Governor of
Washington State and honored guest, Roland H. Hartley, spoke at the Cen-
tenary Celebration of the establishment of Greece as a separate country, “1
know a great many of your nationality and have learned to love and respect

them for their fine qualities as citizens. They are industrious, honest, loyal
citizens, and never shirk their duties as such,” Hartley said. Oliver T. Erick-
son, President of the City Council and representing Seattle Mayor Frank
Edwards, said that the Greeks were considered to be one of the most val-
ued citizen groups in Seattle. Prof. Edmond S. Meany of the Department
of History of the University of Washington was the main speaker. United

States Senator Clarence €. Dill also spoke. Chris Liliopoulos, former

Greek Consul, was master of ceremonies. Veterans of the First World War

— some in U.S. military uniforms and some in foustanellas — marched

down the aisle, bearing the flags of both nations. The colors were pre-

sented to Governor Hartley. Clarinet solos by Nicholas Oeconomaces,
soprano solos by Florence Beeler and Dorothy Dornberg, Greek dance
by Cornish School dancers, and recitations by Persephone Rigas,
along with the aforementioned speeches and others made this obser-
vance of Greek Independence probably the most complete and elabo-
rate in the history of Seattle’s Greek community. A printed program,
with pictures of two of the best remembered champions of Greek In-
dependence — Lord Byron and Daniel Webster — commemorated

the event,
The national flag of the Republic of Greece was presented to Washington Gov-
Nov. 2, 1930 - Program for the Centenary ~ €INOT Roland Hartley at the State Capitol building in Olympia on November 20, 1931. About
Celebration of the Independence of Grocce  two hundred Greek Americans came from Seattle, Tacoma, Everett, Chehalis, Port Angeles,
and Aberdeen for the event. The flag was given as an expression of the friendship and good-
will between Greece and the United States. It also returned the favor as the Washington
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State flag had been given to Greece on the occasion of the centenrial an-

April 29, 1984 — Mrs. Bugenia Carras
with her three children Nick, Efthimia
(Babe) and Kiki after winwing an
embroidery contest

@ The Seattle Times

18930 — Members of AHEPA with Maids
of Athens and Sons of Pericles

niversary of Greek Independence. The fact that both Washington State
and Greece have cities named Olympia was a factor in the exchange. The
American Legionnaires of Greek origin made both presentations. Gus
Zarkades, President of the 8t. Demetrios Greek Community, and Anti-
gone Pappadakis, President of the Women’s Hellenic Club, were among
the representatives in Olympia for the ceremony. Father Phoutrides was
not there because he was in New York for the clergy-laity conclave of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America.

Commemorations of the War of Independence of 1821 were as cultur-
ally inherent as the Greek Orthodox faith was spiritually intrinsic to the
Greek community of the 1930s. The 1931 Greek Independence Day ad-
dress on the Greeks of America by Greek Premier Eleutherios Venizelos
was heard on a Victor phonograph. At the 1933 event, Consul General
of Greece Maheras from San Francisco spoke. Dr N. S. Checkos, guest
speaker at the 1935 observance of the 114th anniversary of Greek Inde-
pendence, spoke on the services America rendered during the war Fr.
Haralambos Skoufis reviewed the historical events connected with the
struggle. Master Clarinetist Prof, Nicholas Oeconomacos “rendered the
true Hellenic spirit in ‘Old Man Demos’ and ‘Black Is the Night in the
Mountains.” (The Washington Hellewic Review, March-April 1935.) At
the March 27, 1938, dbservance in the church hall, Amelia Elmer Cutts
gave a speech summarizing modern Greek history and life. Greek folk
dancing followed. During the Greek Independence Day celebration on
March 28, 1939, the large crowd heard both Dr. N. 8. Checkos speak on
the influence of Hellenic culture in America and Constantine Milonopoulos describe the
Greek struggle for independence. Mr. Milonopoulos also directed the parochial school stu-
dents in two Greek plays.

Women's Handiwork Earns Praise

Both in February 1932 and in November 1933, the Greek Community had a booth at an
exhibition of arts and crafts from the old world, sponsored by the Music and Art Founda-
tion and the Americanization Bureau of Seattle. Women of the parish displayed their hand-
iwork and an early 19th century Greek costume. The people of Seattle praised the Greek
booth for presenting the most excellently crafted articles.

Greece again was featured in the Foundation’s monthly exhibits in November 1933.
This time St. Demetrios women's needlework and artistic handwoven blankets were on
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1932 — Archimandrite Germanos
Papanagiotou, the new priest

1938 — March 26: St Demetrios
Comprunity President Johm Gregores
with Comsul General of Greece
Maheras of San Francisco, and
Archimandyrite Papanagiotou

1934 — Hellenic Progressive Political Club
of Washingion pienic

display. The Washington Hellenic Review reported that Mrs. George (Eugenia) Car
ceived city-wide recognition in May 1934 when her work was judged “the loveliest
1,800 linens and lace entries submitted” to the Dorothy Neighbors-Dayan’s Linex
embroidery contest. Mrs. Carras was awarded first prize. Mrs. William Georges’ ent
gixth prize.

Ethnic Organizations

A Greek American Progressive Association (GAPA) chapter, Omonoia, was sta
Seattle in June 1930. Mymfoms, the GAPA ladies’ auxiliary, was established on Ji
GAPA promoted benevolent, cultural, and educational activities among the Greek peg

AHEPA helped to start two youth groups: The Alethea Chapter of the Maids of .
began in Seattle in July 1930 and for years received the national blue ribbon award #
ing the largest membership. The Aristotle Chapter of the Sons of Pericles was organ
Seaftle in April 1930.

The AHEPA presented educational programs during the 1930s. Some of the talk
presented by government officials. Luther Weedin, U.S. Commissioner of Immigra;
Seattle, spoke on the earliest and latest of immigrants to America. Mayor-elect John |
and Judge Walter B. Beals of the State Supreme Court spoke on their areas of expe
and gave practical advice for the civic development of the people.

Anghelos Anninos, Councilor of the Greek Embassy in Washington, D {
George Vournas, the legal counsel for the Greek Embassy, came to Seat
second week of April 1931 on business for the Greek government. They afl
Easter services at St. Demetrios Church and spent the following week in ¢
conducting official business. The gentlemen were entertained royally at
parties, including a well-attended banquet given in their honor by the St.
trios Church community.

Pastoral Changes, Parochial and Community Happenings

On Holy Monday in April 1932, Father Phoutrides left Seattle for hi
assignment as pastor of the Greek Orthodex Community in Oakland, C
nia. Many St. Demeirios parishioners had hoped he would stay in Seatth
Washington Hellenic Review, April 1932, reported:

Like the pastors of every community in the country, during
troubled days of religious strife, of reform and of reaction, he
has faced warring factions, inefficient leadership, self-centered
bigotry, and far-fetched idealism falling pitifully short of its
mark, but weathered the storms with the steadfast confidence
of the believer.
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On April 26, 1932, Archimandrite
Germanos Papanagiotou came to serve
St. Demetrios Church. He was trans-
ferred to Seattle from Oakland where
he had been pastor for five years. Tn
his first address to the fully-attended
general assembly, as reported by The
Washington Hellenic  Review, Fa-
ther Papanagioton spoke of “progress
through co-operation.” He urged the
parishioners to keep the values of the
Church uppermost in their minds and
not to succumb to the desire to keep
pace with life in this country. He, at
the same time, reminded the people of
the responsibility of citizenship: “We
must love and respect the country of
our birth, but we must never forget that
this (the USA) is and will remain our

country.” Among other aims, he urged
1833 - AHEPA District Convention. The the parishioners to join him in focusing
et sitling are Nick Andrews, Nicholas L } ,

Fefteles, Thomas Lentgis, and Dr. N.S. their time and talents (1} to provide for a community home for the many needy and old
Checkos. The bitile boy on Mr. Lentgis’lap  men, (2) to establish two Byzantine choruses for church services, and (3} fo improve the
s Gus Sourapas af age five. The children —— gynqay Sehool situation so attendance would improve.
are Greg Gregoves, Chris Gregores, John ) ) .
Argeris, George Farmasonis. On October 9, 1932, a fire which had broken out in the candle-making room damaged
the St. Demetrios basement. Epamenondas Kapsimalis, the custodian, and Themistocles
Elantzis, the Greek School teacher, were living in the church building at the time. They
promptly called the fire department. The church insurance paid for the repair and renova-
tion of the church basement.
The Washington Hellenic Political Club {(WHPC), later known as the Hellenic Pro-
gressive Political Club of Washington (HPPCW), was established in 1932 in Seattle.
{The Hellenic Progressive Political Club is not to be confused with the Greek Ameri-
can Political Club, 1921, which was the precursor of the Hellenic Civic Society.)
Two important general assemblies of the St. Demetrios Church community
were held in February 1933. The issues addressed were the most recent church
debt of $1,900 outstanding, the operation of the parochial school, and the sub-
ject of the adoption of the new archdiocesan constitution drafted at the fourth
national convention in 1932. The hard times of the Great Depression years were
saca Diserict still upon the church. The priest, Greek school teacher, and the diocese could
Qudor of ABETE not be paid because of a shortage of funds. Consequently, the Board of Trustees

il i was given the authority by the general assembly to suspend operation of the
Greek school so that the church could be relieved of the extra burden of operat-
ing the school. Instead, the parents were instructed to form a parents’ associa-
N = 1N tion to employ the teacher and pay him directly.

o AR The new archdiocesan constitution drafted to bring unity to all the Greek
' Orthodox churches in the Archdiocese brought a lively debate to the floor of
the St. Demetrios general assembly. As the meeting went on, it became appar-
ent that the constitution would not be approved. Therefore, the congrega-
tion voted to lay the issue on the table which prevented further discussion.
To bring the matter up again, the members would have to be informed of
the intent beforehand and they all would have to authorize discussing the
issue once more.

19838 — Program for the Second Annual
AHEPA District Convention

I i
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1582 — St. Demstrios Choir: (front row)
Athena Holevas, Prances George
(Poulos), Poaline Holevas Raskasas,
Mary Holevas, Artemis Vasileow, a wicce
of Father Papanagiotou (second row)
Efthernia (Helen) Holevas, Gaorgia
Shilacs, Amelia Karras (Cazone
Paniages), Clara Chakos (Nicon), (back
row), Choir Divector Marjorie Douglass
{(Olson), Fr. Germanos Paponagiotou,and
Nota Lucas

19586 — Greek Commumity pienic af Hall's
Lake: (bock row) Niek Dallas, Jokn Spéro
with wife Annetta Spire in front of him,
Tony Pappadukis, newt two unidentified,
Ted Klieros, Mary Klieros (mididle

rouw) unidentified, Foa Dollas, Dick
Mowntanas, Vasilic Castas, Bdith Taylor,
Theopoule Forwzs, Gus Formuzis, Aley
Castas (front row) unidentified, Billie
Babunes (Larimer), Mary Dallas (Smith)
with her buck to the comera

The AHEPA District Conventio:
held June 16 to 18, 1933, in Seattle :
the Olympic Hotel, drew hundreds
members of AHEPA, Sons, and Maid
to Seattle. More than a thousand pes
ple gathered on Mercer Island for bo:
races and a picnic following Divine Li
urgy at St. Demetrios Church.

After a year and a half in Oaklanc
Father Phoutrides was reassigned t
Kansas City, He stopped in Seattle 1
the fall of 1933 on his way to his ner
position in the Midwest.

Pericles Scarlatos and Fathe
Papanagiotou reported on the Nations
Feclesiastical Convention they attenc
ed in Chicago in November 1933. Hi
Eminence Archbishop Athenagoras reminded the faithful, “Do not neglect your duties a
Christians toward your religion—and obligations toward the Church.” Mr. Scarlatos sai
that the need for a charity club was imperative. Each parish was directed to establish a
organization to care for the needy. Another necessity was to conduct classes and service
in English for the younger generation, Father Papanagiotou stated that the Greek commu
nity would achieve its goals only with stronger cooperation among its members.

Bishop Callistos visited Seattle on June 14, 1934, On the 16th, he witnessed the wor
of the parochial school. Prior to her leaving Seattle in June 1934, Greek school teacher Mrs
Artemis Vasileou won praise for what was described as her students’ remarkable progres
in Greek, as evidenced at the celebration of Education Day on February 4, 1934, Commuri
ty Treasurer John Ladas spoke on education as a concern for everyone. As reported in 7%
Washington Hellenic Review, he said that education should be thought of as “the endles
journey towards the Good, the Beautiful, and the True.” A highlight of the program was th
play, “The Human Flowers.” Father Papanagiotou appealed to the congregation to suppor
the parochial school. Mrs. Vasileou spoke on the theologians — Saints Basil, John Chryso
stom, and Gregory. Community President Anthony Pappadalkis chaired the event.

Fr. Germanos Papanagiotou delivered his last sermon to the congregation of St. Deme
trios on Sunday, June 25, 1934, after Divine Liturgy. He was transferred to Los Angele;
with the mutual agreement of Fr. Haralambos (Harry) Skoufis, who, in turn, was appointes
to St. Demetrios Church. Father Papanagiotou had served in Seattle for two years. He ac
complished two goals he had set
{1) helping children in the commu
nity to attend Greek School by ar
ranging for the use of public schoo
buildings for after-school Greek lan
guage classes in outlying areas; an
(2) the reestabiishment of a youns
women's choir, accompanied by ar
organist, to help in the Sunday Di
vine Liturgy,

Archimandrite Agapios Solam
recently back from a tour of the Hols
Land, conducted Divine Liturg
with Father Skoufis at St. Demetrios
on October 4, 1934, The visiting
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Nicholas Oeconomacos

Paul Dorpat, ©Pacific Northwest Magazine
Phato by Arthur “Link® Lingenhrink

The Seattie Timeas, April 14, 2002

1934—Greek Commnnity Picnic at Hall's Loke

clergyman preached the sermon in English and then Greek. He then spoke a
few words in Arabic. Father Solam was one of the founders of the Holy Antio-
chian Patristical Church in the United States. Father Skoufis celebrated Divine
Liturgy and several services in Spokane January 18-21, 1935, accepting an in-
vitation from the community there with approval from the St. Demetrios Board
of Trustees.

On April 4, 1935, the members of the community voted for the return of
Father Stephanos Phoutrides to serve the St. Demetrios parish. Members were
given a choice of three names submifted. Father Phoutrides won by a land-
slide, according to The Washingion Hellenic Review (March—April 1935), He
had been scheduled to arrive in time for Easter; however, he did not return
until Sunday, July 21, 1935.

Cultural and Social Events of the Church

Cultural events in 1935 included the Sunday School production of “The
Inn ai Bethlehem” on Thursday evening, December 26, in the church hall,
Hercules Liliopoulos presented the students of his School of Languages in a
cultural program, including homilies and music on December 7 at the Hopper-
Kelly Recital Hall. The homilies consisted of recitals from Homer, Plato, and
Aristotle; skits and dialogues. Fifty students participated, including children

of St. Demetrios Church. According to The Washington Hellenic Review Seattle Symphony
performers gave a concert, the Old World,Musicale, on March 13, 1935, at the Metropolitan
Theatre to benefit fellow musician, clarinetist Nicholas Oeconomacos, who was in danger
of losing his home.

The newly organized church choir instructed by Marianne Flanders of the Cornish
School made its debut in church on Christmas Day, 1935, The choir had been organized
three months before. At Easter 1936, the choir presented choral music in four-part harmo-

ny, “possessing all of the subtle harmonic
pattern”accerding to The Washington Hel-
lenic Review.

On May 2, 1937, KIRO Radio broad-
cast thirty minutes of the St. Demetrios
Church Resurrection Service. Thirteen
Greek businessmen in Seattle raised the
funds needed to pay for the radio time,
The Greek Orthodox Easter Service from
St. Demetrios Church was broadcast at
midnight, April 23, 1938, for forty-five
minutes in many major Western cities:; Se-
attle, Tacoma, Portland, Hollywood, Fres-
no, Great Falls, Phoenix, Spokane, San
Francisco, Sacramento, Missoula, Tucson,
and Reno, and some cities in Alaska. The
thirty-voice St. Demetrios Choir sang.

The Greek Community of Seattle
sponsored a dance December 28, 1935, at
the New Washington Hotel. Scavotto’s Or-
chestra provided the music.

In the 1930s, several Greek ships
made occasional stops in Puget Sound.
They had Greek captains and crews and
were in the service of firms from other
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countries. Some carried lumber to Japan or Liverpool, others
corn to Buenos Aires. While docked in Puget Sound whether
in Seattle, Tacoma, or Everett, the Greek mariners experienced
Greek Orthodox friendship for strangers (philoxenia).

The August 18, 1936, community picnic at Hall's Lake
featured four five-round boxing bouts, an around-the-lake
marathon, fencing, and Nicholas Oeconomacos at the clarinet
playing folk dance music. Johnny Martin and his band provid-
ed music for the younger picnickers in the Hall's Lake pavilion.
The 1937 picnic was at Star Lake.

The Wormen’s Hellenic Club had an ongoing interest in dra-
matics. On November 26, 1938, the women presented a Greek
comedy, “The Mill of Dispute,” in the church hall. Artemis De-
limitros, Jenny Diafos, and Irene Marino earned acting laurels,
according to The AHEPA Mentor, December 1938,

Noted Visitors

His Eminence, Archbishop Athenagoras, Primate of the
Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America, made a
pastoral visit to St. Demetrios Church on May 2-3, 1936. He
was guest of honor at a reception given by the St. Demetrios
Sunday, School teachers and the Women's Hellenic Club. He

1936 — Archbishop Athenagoras

with Preshytere Calliope and Fv. celebrated the Divine Liturgy at St. Demetrios on May 3 and spoke to the Greek Orthodox

Stephanos Phoutrides community at a meeting that evening. He also met with AHEPA leaders. His Eminence trav-

Seattle Post-intelligencer Collection, Museurn . . . .

of History and Industry eled to Olympia where he was received by Gov. Clarence D. Martin. Father Phoutrides and
other St. Demetrios leaders accompanied the Archbishop and his Archdeacon Nicodemus
to the state capital.

His Excellency Dimitrios Sicilianos, Greek Minister to the United States, stopped in
Seattle on July 12 and 15, 1938, to give addresses to large meetings held in
the church hall. He praised the United States’ “Iriendly attitude” to Greece
since the latter’s independence. The Greek Minister urged the people to be
loyal to their new country, and at the same time proud of Greece.

World Wrestling Champion Jim Londos, perhaps the first Greek-Ameri-
can sports hero, visited Seattle frequently. In the 1930s, he was featured on
wrestling cards and presented wrestling exhibitions. He also attended com-
munity picnics and other social functions.

Three Milestones

In 1938 the Board of Trustees decided that they needed to employ &
chanter, a Greek School teacher, and a choir director. For the sake of prac:
ticality, they wanted one person for all three roles. Archbishop Athenagoras
told the St. Demetrios leaders that there was only one person throughout the
Tmited States who was trained for all three positions—Constantine Milo-
nopoulos. St. Demetrios was able to convince the talenied musician anc
teacher to come from Salt Lake City.

The year 1938 also marked the start of another person’s unparallelec
service to St. Demetrios Church. Lola Tolias (Sioris), then fifteen, startec
teaching Sunday School and taught for fifty-five years.

On November 27, 1938, the St. Demetrios Church community held elec
tiens for nine trustees, as provided in the new Constitution. To assure conti

A v s -

1938 — (Standing): Nick Carras, Father

ﬁi"gjﬁgﬁiﬁjﬂgﬂﬁfﬁgj é?:g?{:f, g‘;‘”h nuity, staggered ferms were initiated with three trustees to be elected each year for term
Minister of Greece fo the Uhited Staies of three years. In that first election under the new bylaws, voters chose three members fo

one, two, and three-year terms.
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Fr. EfStathios Georgiades — In His day
i the United States, priests often wore
civilian clothes in public places.

Contention Leads to Second Parish

The decade of the 1930s had been an era of personal development and achievement for
the individual members of the Seattle Greek Orthodox community as they settled into the
American way of life. For the church, the 1930s had seen the departure from and the return
to St. Demetrios of Father Phoutrides. He was highly educated and aware of the Church’s
responsibility to meet the needs of all its members, Greek and English spealking alike. He
espoused the use of English in the Sunday School, an English sermon once a month, and
the use of both English and Greek in the sacraments and in religious education classes for
adults—all as means to enable the people to understand and participate in their faith.

At the end of the 1920s and the beginning of the 1930s, contention by a few individuals
against the authority of the priest created an ongoing undercurrent in the community. Still,
the church provided all the services and programs needed for the people and to increase
membership. The church hall was redecorated. Current church debts were paid. The Greek
language school developed. The parish took care of the parishioners hit hard by the De-
pression. The people enjoyed picnics, bazaars, Independence Day celebrations, visits of the
hierarchy and Greek dignitaries, Greek cultural programs, and fraternal organization pro-
grams and conventions. The parish was represented by the priests at church conventions.
Parishioners were baptized, married, and buried.

Life was full, but by 1939, the undercurrent had grown intoe full-blown discord among
some of the church membership. Philosophical differences over the role of the laity and the
clergy and over the use of English in thg Church, coupled with strong personalities, en-
gendered dissension in the late 1930s, to the point that one faction felt resolution could be
found only by starting a second parish in Seattle, the Church of the Assumption. On August
15, 1939, the group asked Father Phoutrides to be their spiritual leader, He accepted the
invitation of the new community on September 4, 1939, and performed his last sacrament,
a wedding, at St. Demetrios, on September 15.

Archimandrite Efstathios Georgiades immediately arrived as the new priest. His first
sacrament of record took place September 24, 1939. With an interest in invelving the
youth, he selected Sunday School students to recite the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed each
Sunday. Father Georgiades had the task of leading the parish through the turmoil into
the 1%40s.

1950s — George Felones (standing closest to the cush vegister) owned the barbershop v the Prefontaine
Building. On the Sunday when ¢ wedding was to lake place, George would open his barbershop and the
entive party of the groom would spend the early affernoon getting shoves, haireuts, elc., in preparation for
the big event. There were so many fornd memories of friendship and comaraderie that when the barbershop
was closed upon the retivement of George Pelones, Gregory Pallis bought one of the barber chairs.

. 9:7_'
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December 4, 1981 — The first wedding
parformed at St Demetrios Church was
that of Fericles H. Searlatos and Wilhema
Anna Sees. The photograph wos taken
during the veceplion in the church

hatl. The thiee flower givis were Mary
Monolides (Formuzis), Persephone Rigas
(Sngil), Sephia (Zavales) Kolsogene.

Pericles H. Scarlaios
1891-1935

Pericles H. Scarlates was a central figure in the establishment of the Greek comm
and church in Seattle. He played a major role in fundraising and oversaw the constru
of the first St. Demetrios Church.

Pericles H. Scarlatos came to the United States from Kiriakohori, Lamia, Greec
1909 at the age of 17. After working in the coal mines and on the railroad in West Virg
he migrated fo Everett in 1914, During World War I, he seftled in Seattle. He recogr
early that to survive and thrive he had to learn the American ways and language an:
come 2 citizen. To the Greeks in Seattle, he stressed the need for education. He attenc
business college and became proficient in the English language.

He became the spokesman for Greeks during any conflicts or problems. People w
look to him to obtain resolution from civic authorities. Having taken the lead, he enc
aged the Greeks also to take active roles in political and civic activities to ensure the
tion of good public leaders. He startec
Hellenic Progressive Club and the Hel
Progressive Political Club of Washingto:

From 1920 to 1922, Pericles Scar
was the president and energetic lead:
the St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Con
nity. He helped establish the Hellenic |
Society and subsequently The Washin
Hellenic Rewview. He met Father Phout
at a Greek convention and realized he
the priest for Seattle.

In addition to Pericles Scariatos
lief that English was necessary for
sonal growth in the United States, he
emphasized the need for knowing
Greek language. He was a staunch
porter of the Parochial Greek Scho
St. Demetrios Church.

He was unanimously elected on
tober 22, 1933, to represent the &
Community of Seattle for the Clerical
Laymen's Ecclesiastical Convention in Chicago. Tacoma also chose him to represen
Nicholas Church. The Washington Hellenic Review pointed out that since the two chy
es were the voice of the Orthodox in Washington State, Pericles Scarlatos was callec
“State Spokesman for the laymen” and “Our Ambassador of Good-Will.”

Through his efforts, the Greek community participated in politics. City
state officials attended community picnics and spoke at public meetings at
church. Pericles Scarlatos was held in high esteem throughout the state, Wasi
ton Governor Clarence D, Martin came from Olympia to visit Mr Scarlatos at &
ish Hospital when he lay seriously ill. Pericles Scarlatos died there of pneumoni
October 21, 1935,

The Washington Hellenic Review said of him af the time of his death at the age ¢
“He demonstrated his ability as a conscientious leader....in helping our people adapt ]
selves to the customs of our adopted country, thereby making them better citizens.”
Review described him as a source of inspiration and encouragement to the young pe
of the community. Father Phoutrides said, “It is left for us to pledge ourselves faithfull
what he stood.”
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1930s — The Mandas fomily: (back
vou) Steve Mandas, Fugene Jazone,
Feorge Mandas, Steve Mandas (brother
of Gearge), John Mandas (front row)
Jirpvay Mandas, Fene Mandas (wife of
Jemany), Carrie Mandas, Ting Mandas,
Clarence Mandas

Pericles H. Scarlatos served and/or helped shape almost every early organization of
the Greek Orthodox Community of Seattie and gave a great deal of himself to the Chureh,
Whenever a need arose, he answered the call.

The Washington Hellenic Review dedicated A Final Tribute to Pericles Scarlatos:

To one who pledged himself unselfishly to the Greek Orthodox Church
and Community of Seattle in years of service rendered faithfully and consis-
tently. To one through whose sincere efforts and tireless endeavors, our peo-
ple have become organized in the interests of City, State, and Nation. To one
who has demonstrated his ability as a conscientious leader, WE, the Greek
people, dedicate this issue of 7he Washington Hellenic Review.

Kalliope (Carrie) Mandas
1883-1941

Kalliope (Carrie) George Angel Mandas was one of the most influential Greek Orthodox
women of her day in Seattle. She was born on Leros in 1883 and came to Seattle in 1888
with her parents and sisters. Her father, Nicholas George, was one of the first two Greek im-
migrants known to have settled permanently in Seattle. After her first husband, Jim Angel,
died, she married George Mandas. Carrie Mandas, along with other women of the church,
conducted a massive and tireless fundraising drive throughout the Northwest to gather
money to build the Greek Orthodox Church.

» Whenever committees were formed to assist the
church, it was Carrie Mandas who took on major re-
sponsihbilities in the endeavors. She also served oth-
ers on an individual basis. Carrie Mandas knew the
English language and served as interpreter for many
Greek immigrants. When the women were pregnant,
she went with them to their doctors to translate for
them. When they had their children, she went to the
hospital and stayed with the mothers until they deliv-
ered their babies. She then either took them inte her
home or wenf to stay with them if they had other chil-
dren. She stayed with the new mother until the math-
er could stand on her feet and take care of herself
and her family. Together with Mary Volkas and Fotini
Ladas, Carrie Mandas taught the young women in the
community how to make kourambiethes and phyllo.
All the women would get together in someone’s kitch-
en and stretch the dough. Then they would divide up the phyllo and store it in their ice
boxes at their own homes.

Mrs. Mandas helped pave the way for other Greek women. She and other female leaders
of the Seaitle Greek community participated actively in church and community affairs long
before most women took a significant role in those areas. In 1919 Carrie Mandas helped es-
tablish the Women’s Hellenic Club and later advised the Maids of Athens.

Kalliope Mandas died on January 11, 1941, leaving her legacy as an outstanding woman.
The AHEPA Mentor wrote of her at the time of her death:

Mrs. Mandas is mourned by the entire Community, which she served in
various ways during her whole lifetime. ...the huge attendance at her fu-
neral was indicative of the love and esteem in which she was held by every
one who knew her. Friends and relatives came by the score not only from
neighboring cities but from every western state to pay their last homage.
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God with all your heart and
with all your soul.
{Deuteronomy 10:12)

¢. 1940 — When Fiither Georgiades was
pastor, the girls wore white smocks

aver thelr clothes when they received
communion, Pictured here are the Nick
and George Carvas children Angie, Babe,
Mary, Vicky, Kiki, Theme, and Nicky
{(with Helen Carras, middle, back row).

A group of men, led by Johm Spive, dence
at one gf the many commumnity picnics
held during the 1940s

Serving God and Country
1940-1949

The 1940s were a tumultuous decade throughout the world because of the war waged
by Hitler and Mussolini in Europe and by Hirohito in the Pacific. The very fiber of life was
affected for much of the decade. In Seattle even before the United States entered the war,
Greek Americans were becoming involved because of the invasien of Greece by the Italians
and Germans. Life in the parish continued in a subdued manner with the focus of many
activities toward the war. Under Archimandrite Efstathios Georgiades’ leadership, the par-

‘ish had both Sunday School and Greek School and good church attendance. Information

on church activities in the 1940s was culled from the Board of Trustees minutes as well as
from written and oral accounts of the era. No take-home chureh bulleting have been found.
The Washington Hellenic Review, the main voice of the larger Greek community of the
Northwest, had ceased publication. The AHEPA Mentor was invaluable for the 1940s when
life among Greek Americans everywhere centered on World War II and service to America
and to Greece.

Greek American Life in Seattle

Before the United States entered World War II in December 1941, family life for
the Greek American in the 1940s was centered around the church and home: priests
and bishops, parents and children and extended family of aunts, uncles, cousins, pa-
triotai — those from the same area of Greece, and Aowmbaroi — best men and god-
parents, Weddings were favorite occurrences and funerals were looked upon as the
last opportunity on earth to honor the deceased. Bridal dresses were made in the
same simple style because satin maferial was being used to make parachutes for
World War II. Several Greek American young men married before going overseas for
military duty, The wedding receptions usually were held at the Eagles Auditorium in
Seattle because the St. Demetrios hall was too small. Often the entire parish, including
children, was invited to the wedding. In the Greek Orthodox community, wedding gifts were
presented at large showers for all the guests to share in the couple's happiness.

Greek Americans showed their warm hospitality (philoxenia) to Seattle-based Greek
Orthodox soldiers, sailors, and marines from around the United States, The parish in 1943
initiated dinners for servicemen after the Sunday Liturgy. During wartime, dances to re-
corded music were held in the church hall most Friday nights for the youths of the com-
munity, but especially for the soldiers. They were temporarily displaced persons, missing
their hometowns, wives, siblings, and parents. The
soldiers sought out the Greek Orthodox Church to
make a spiritual and ethnic connection before heing
sent overseas.

During church services in the 1940s, women sat
an the left side in front of the icon of the Theotokos
and men on the right side before the icon of Christ the
Teacher. The church reimbursed the choir members,
many of them teenagers, with bus tokens to attend
choir practice. Greek School classes were taught in
various parts of the city to accommodate the families.

Picnics and bazaars were part of parish life in the
1940s. The Greek American community picnics were
held at Seattle and Tacoma area lakes with dancing,
swimming, refreshments, and sports. On Sunday, July
26, 1942, for example, the community held a Bless-
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19405 — S1. Demetrios youth. from lefl,
Thomasing Macris, Don Stratis, Gus
Charouhas, Nick Andrews, Trene Angel
(Fotes), Eva George, Mary Challus
(Cotton), Jerry Mulenos, Tom Cotlon,
Mory Soldano, Bugenia Katsicopoulos,
and Youth Adviser Nick Dallas

1940 — Women's Commities for the
Seventeenth National AHEPA Convenlion
in Seattle: (front row) Georgia.

" Mamousos, Nitsa Gumas, Tasic Morisse,
Carrie Mandas, Mury Zawides, Buth
Safzs, Teresu Zefheles, Mary Cotronds,
Bug Simeon (Daniggelis), Jenny Diafos
(second row) Bugewia Carras, Mary
Lentgis, Antigone Pappadokis, Helen
Carras, Bfthalio Gregores, Bifie Wells,
Catherine Vamkros, Mrs. Sam Vorris,
Neltie Pappas, Nota Lucas, Toula Cotton
(third row) Mrs. George Lewids, Mrs. Mike
Cokinakis, Helon Nicon, Vasilo Pishue,
Amy Dariotis, Faye Chatalas, Tina
Mandas, Alexandro Manolides, rene
Mandas, Esther Bates, Margarel Deligan
The AHFPA Mentor

ing of the Waters Service at the annual picnic at Hall's Lake. The older generation ten
to like the Greek dances. The younger people danced polkas and schottisches in the
hall on the picnic grounds. The highlight of seme picnics was the tug of war with ¢
side scrambling to have either Tony Tolias or Gus Moulkiariotes on its team becaus
their strength. The picnickers would roast whole lambs on the open fire. Foremost was
fellowship and love which all shared. It was a tight-knit community with plenty of lov
go around. When Hall's Lake was sold, the picnics were held at Vasa Park cn Lalke §
mamish, Cottonwood Grove oy, McDonald Grove on the Maple Valley Highway, or St
Lake; but for many, no other p
could compare with Hall's Lake.
family getaways, members of
Greek community indicated
Soap Lake was their favorite v
tion site for holidays and sumn
enjoying their cabins, the 2
medicinal qualities, and the est
from the city.

Omne-day church bazaars w
benefited the Greek language sc
continued to be held in Novembs
the church basement hall. The G
Independence Day celebration w
highlight in March each year.

Sunday School plays and Greek School dramas and poetry recitations were pres
ed in the 1940s, as they have been throughout the history of the church. As always.
productions created lumps in the throats of participants, who worried about remen
ing their lines. Greek Education Day (Ton Trion lerarhon) was celebrated on Januar;
1940, at St. Demetrios Church. A comedy in Greek was presented by the Greek Parot
School pupils. The forty-cent admission charge benefited the school. In the Christmas
grams, Harry Pallikaris, a helper to the priest in the 1940s, who assisted wherever he
needed, would stand behind the stage curtain, hold a homemade star of Bethlehem a
the backdrop, and walk slowly across the small stage with it. The three wise men (Sw
School students) observed the star moving across the horizon ceiling of the church hal

Young people attended monthly dances in the church hall. The advisers would s
the benches along the wall, making sure that the young people were prim and proper.
youth wore costumes at Halloween and pre-Lenten celebrations (aprokreatikba glent
At Christmas the young people exchanged small gifts, selecting recipients by number
youths also presented several talent shows during the decade.
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Arehbishop Athenagoras officiates af o
Divine Liturgy during the 1940 Notional
AHEPA Conpention. Fr. Efstathios
Georgindes is on the right.

© Seattle Post-Intelligencer

Wuseumn of History and Industry

1940 — Ahepens: (back row) George
Constuntine, Sotirios {Tevry) Mulantos,
Mike Nicon, George Bliades, Angelo
Zefkeles, George Colronds, Steve Anastos,
Peter Rapsimalis (front row) George
Rostowros, Nicholas Zefkeles, Nutional
AHEPA reprasentative George Vournas,
Nick Carras, Tom Soulos, Manwuel Colton

The AHEPA and GAPA were active in the 1940s. Both groups sponsored
events to raise money for St. Demetries Church. They brought Greek actors
and actresses to Seattle to perform. GAPA organized dances at the church
and picnics at various lakes around town, The Sons of Pericles and Maids of
Athens gave a dance to benefit the American National Red Cross on Nov. 30,
1940, at the Enights of Columbus Hall in Seattle. The parents were so busy
with Greek War Relief that for the first time they did not come to the dance,
Each year the AHEPA had a formal installation of officers in the Spanish
Ballroom of the Olympic Hotel, followed by dancing to the music of the Jack-
ie Souders Orchestra. Young ladies wore evening gowns. Some of the guest
speakers during the decade included national, state, and local civic and po-
litical leaders.

1940 National AHEPA Convention

One of the highlights of the decade occurred in 1940 before U. 8. involve-
ment in World War 1I. The National AHEPA Convention, chaired by Thomas
Lentgis, was held in Seattle on August 11-18, 1940, at the Olympic Hotel
Participants from across the country were struck by the beauty of Seattle and
the warm hospitality of the Seattle Greek American community, Archbishop
Athenagoras, who later became Patriarch of Constantinople, attended the convention.
Priests and seminarians from the East Coast accompanied His Eminence. The Archbishop
officiated at a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on Sunday, August 11, and another on August 15
for the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos (Koimisis tis Theotokou). In each case, St. Deme-
trios was filled beyond capacity with overflowing crowds on the Yale Avenue and Thomas
Street sidewalks.

Thomas D. Lentgis was the General Chairman of the 1940 Seventeenth National AHEPA
Convention in Seattle. Assisting him on the Executive Committee were the following: Steve
Anastos, Vice chairman and President of the host chapter; George Cotronis, Secretary;
Sam Pishue, Treasurer; George H. Pap-
pas, Ways & Means; Dr. George Chata-
las, Convention Ball; William Chatalas,
Olympiad and Sons of Pericles; Gus
Gumas, Housing; Clarence Mandas,
Ladies Affairs; Dr. N, 8. Checkos, Con-
vention Book; Mitchell P. Angel, Mt.
Rainier Tour and Transportation; John
Lucas, Boat Excursion; Nick Zefkeles,
Entertainment; Nick Carras, Executive
Board member without portfolio, as-
sisting Mt. Rainier and Transportation
Committes; E.T. Morisse, Executive
Board Member without portfolio, assist-
ing with Convention Book and making
arrangements for Banquet and Enter-
tainment. Chairmen of women’s events were Nitsa Gumas, Carrie Mandas, Tasia Morisse,
and Ruth Sofas.

Aladies’ luncheon was held on August 13, 1940, at the New Washington Hotel. Honored
guests included the wife of the Greek Ambassador, Mme, Diamantopoulos, and the daugh-
ter of President Franklin D. Reosevelt, Anna Roosevelt Boettiger. Mme. Diamantopoulos, in
comparing the conditions in Europe at the time with those of the United States, brought
the women to tears. She encouraged them to work with the United States government. Mrs.
Boettiger urged the women to be good citizens.
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Futher Harry Gavalas and
Presbytera Katherine

1940s — Actor Herberi Morshall with
(freeks American women during o
World War I drive: Koko Pulekis, Faye
Chatalas, Effie Wells, Nitsa Gumas
Amigmze Hatzimihalis, Sevasti Angel,
and Helen Corras

The Grand Banquet was held Angust 14 at the Spanish Ballroom
of the Qlympic Hotel in Seattle. In addition to Archbishop Athena-
goras, distinguished guests included Washingfon State Governor
Clarence D. Martin; Seattle Mayor Arthur B. Langlie;, State Supreme
Court Judge Walter B. Beals; Greek Ambassador to the United States
Cimon Diamantopoulos and his wife; Madame Munir Ertegun who
delivered greetings from her husband, the Turkish Ambassador,
and Nicola Moscona, Metropolitan Opera Basse. On August 15, Mr.
Moscona presented a concert of operatic arias and selections of
classical and modern Greek songs. Other highlights of the conven-
tion were a four-hour Greek Night cruise held on the Kalakala ferry,
a Sunday picnic on Mount Rainier, and a Grand Ball held in both the
Spanish Ballroom and the Olympic Bowl of the Olympic Hotel. At the
conclusion of the convention, His Eminence visited Orthodox com-
munities in Tacoma, Portland, and Vancouver, Canada, before return-
ing to Seattle on his way home,

New Pastor Arrives

Fr. Haralambos (Harry) Gavalas became the new priest in Sep-
tember 1941 following the brief service of Archimandrite Vasilios Ger-
manis and upon the subsequent transfer of Fr. Efstathios Georgiades
who had been il The new priest arrived at St. Demetrios along with
Presbytera Katherine and their four children: Sofia, Lillian, Evange-
los, and Helen. Father Gavalas came at a troubled time — two years

after the split of the Greek Orthodox community into two churches and two months before
the United States entered the Second World War. The parishioners dearly loved Father Ga-

valas and Presbylera

Katherine. In an era when the men and women of the parish were

working long and hard hours establishing themselves, Father Gavalas and Presbytera Kath-
erine often visited parishioners in their places of business, at social gatherings as well as
for people's namedays, or other celebrations. Father Gavalas had a lively sense of humor,

enjoyed chanting and

singing, and could always liven any gathering. Whenever the church

had a need, he asked the businessmen and other community members, who responded pos-

itively and generously.

The Second World War

Before the United States entered
World War II, Greece already was un-
dergoing the agonies of war within its
boundaries. Greek Americans set in
motion means to help Greece by estab-
lishing a nationwide organization, the
Greek War Relief Association, to collect
funds, clothing, and food o help war-
torn Greece and her starving people.
After Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941, Greek Americans also support-
ed the American efforts overseas by
serving in the military, buying United
States War Bonds, and generally help-
ing the cause of peace. The Greek
Orthodox community of Seafttle was
unified strongly in its efforts both for
the United States and Greece.
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Seattle Greek Americans and Patrictism

For Americans in general, whether an immigrant or native born,
the decade of the 1940s was an era of patriotism and of serving the
cause of {reedom in the worldwide struggle against the Axis powers:
Germany, Ifaly, and Japan. For young men of the church communi-
ty, it also was a time for joining the U. S. Army, U. S. Navy, or other
branch of the military. Although a few women from St. Demetrios
served in the Armed Forces, most local Greek Orthodox women in the
1940s confined their efforts to the home front. They made numerous
donations to and wrapped bandages for the Red Cross, worked for the
United Service Organization (USQ), and helped other organizations
and charities. At the USO, the women served coffee and doughmuts to
visiting servicemen and helped to make them feel at home. St. Deme-
trios women’s organizations—the Women’s Hellenic Club and the
women of the Greek American Progressive Association (GAPA)—and
parishioners in general took part in helping their country.

1940 — Seattle youth in costume: Greek War Relief Association

(front) Koko Pulakis, Marian Marine . . i
(Skarpelos) Zoye Marino (Fidier), ‘ In W(‘)rld War II, Qreece was among the European countries Wl}lch suffereFl exten
wunknown male, Vicky Carras (Kangles) sive physical and emotional damage because of the German and Italian ocecupations. An
(buck) Kuthering Melonas (Ales), all-pervading effort was made by Greek-Americans to help Greece through Greek War

Cathevine Neckas (Tles), Mary Carvas - s . "
(Pappas), Angie Carras (Batterton), Relief Association chapters in each state®

Muary Papulchis (Kourkoumelis) In October 1940, the presidents of St. Demetrios Church (George Carras) and of the
Church of the Assumption (John Lucas), along with the presidents of the local chapters
of AHEPA (Steve Anastos), GAPA (Mike Billias), the Women’s Hellenic Club (Ruth Sofas),
and the GAPA ladies’ auxiliary {Eva Kamouchis), held a mass meeting of men and women
of Greek descent to set up a Washington State Greek War Relief Association. Over four hun-

; dred people attended the meeting at the Elks Club Lodge. Fathers Georgiades of St. Deme-
z trios and Phoutrides of Assumption also were at the meeting. E. T. Morisse moved that
the presidents be authorized to select a committee to head the War Relief Drive.

The committee appointed in Seattle included: Steve Anastos, Mike Billias, George

Carras, Dr. George Chatalas, Manuel Cotton, William Georges, John Lucas, Steve
Marenakos, George Pappas, Sam Pishue, John Pulakis, Theoharis Vellias, and
Nick Zanides. Thomas D. Lentgis was named as the Washington State Director.
Governor of the State of Washington Clarence D. Martin and King County Judge

Walter Beals were members of the committee.

Greek-Americans in Seattle, including the St. Demetrios community, gave fully
of themselves for the effort. For several years, the women met from Monday through
Friday during school hours in the church basement to receive, wash, and/or mend -

: : clothes in order to have them ready fo ship to Greece.
Cireek War Relief pin The AHEPA Mentor of November 1940 described the Greek War Relief Drive as follows:

The first time in the history of Hellenism in America that all men,
women, and children of Greek descent living in this country have unit-
ed to create ONE organization for the purpose of raising funds to help
war sufferers of heroic Greece. It was not a union ordered from higher
up. It was just the spontaneous feeling and action of the entire people;
for even as the Greek Minister of Washington, the Greek Archbishop,
and the Supreme President of the AHEPA were deliberating, the union
was already an established fact in many cities; it certainly was accom-
plished in Seattle, Portland, and Tacoma.

On November 28, 1940, Spyros Skouras, the film magnate who was president of the
National Greek War Relief Association, made a visit to Seattle to meet with community
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- Seattle Greek Americans and Patriotism

For Americans in general, whether an immigrant or native born,
the decade of the 1340s was an era of patriotism and of serving the
cause of freedom in the worldwide struggle against the Axis powers:
Germany, ltaly, and Japan. For young men of the church communi-
ty, it also was a time for joining the U. S. Army, U, S. Navy, or other
branch of the military. Aithough a few women from St. Demetrios
served in the Armed Forces, most local Greek Orthodox wornen in the
1940s confined their efforts to the heme front. They made numercus
donations to and wrapped bandages for the Red Cross, worked for the
United Service Organization (USO), and helped other organizations
and charities. At the USQ, the women served coffee and doughnuts to
visiting servicemen and helped to make them feel at hore. Sf. Deme-
trios women’s organizations—the Women's Hellenic Club and the
women of the Greek American Progressive Association (GAPA)—and
parishioners in general took part in helping their country.

1840 — Seaitle youth in costume: Greek War Relief Association

%ﬁ%ggg ;:fgfﬁi;ﬁ%jﬁf}mo In World War II, Greece was among the European countries which suffered exten-

wnknouwn male, Vicky Carras (Kangles) sive physical and emotional damage because of the German and Italian occupations. An
(buck) Katherine Melonas (Ales), all-pervading effort was made by Greek-Americans to help Greece through Greek War
%ﬁfﬁ;ﬁgﬁ ﬁ ;’;/;fbcg‘?fg ’ %ﬁ;g ggg?‘q Relief Association chapters in each states

Mary Paputchis (Kourkoumelis) In October 1940, the presidents of St. Demetrios Church (George Carras) and of the

Church of the Assumption (John Lucas), along with the presidents of the local chapters

of AIIEPA (Steve Anastos), GAPA (Mike Billias), the Women’s Hellenic Club (Ruth Sofas),

and the GAPA ladies’ auxiliary (Eva Kamouchis), held a mass meeting of men and women

of Greek descent to set up a Washington State Greek War Relief Association. Over four hun-

s dred people attended the meeting at the Elks Club Lodge. Fathers Georgiades of St. Deme-

24 trios and Phoutrides of Assumption also were at the meeting. E. T. Morisse moved that

the presidents be authorized to select a committee to head the War Relief Drive.

The committee appointed in Seattle included: Steve Anastos, Mike Billias, George

Carras, Dr. George Chatalas, Manuel Cotton, William Georges, John Lucas, Steve

Marenakos, George Pappas, Sam Pishue, John Pulakis, Theoharis Vellias, and

Nick Zanides. Thomas D. Lentgis was named as the Washington State Director.

Governor of the State of Washington Clarence D, Martin and King County Judge
Walter Beals were members of the committee.

Greek-Americans in Seattle, including the St. Demetrios community, gave fully
of themselves for the effort. For several years, the women met from Monday through
Friday during school hours in the church basement to receive, wash, and/or mend
clothes in order to have them ready to ship to Greece.

Greel War Relief nin The AHEPA Mentor of November 1940 described the Greek War Relief Drive as follows:

The first time in the history of Hellenism in America that all men,
women, and children of Greek descent living in this country have unit-
ed to create ONE organization for the purpose of raising funds to help
war sufferers of heroic Greece. It was not a union ordered from higher
up. It was just the spontaneous feeling and action of the entire people;
for even as the Greek Minister of Washington, the Greek Archbishop,
and the Supreme President of the AHEPA were deliberating, the union
was already an established fact in many cities; it certainly was accom-
plished in Seattle, Portland, and Tacoma. '

On November 28, 1940, Spyros Skouras, the film magnate who was president of the
National Greek War Relief Association, made a visit to Seattle to meet with community
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December 1940 — Theodora Phisnis
dressed for the Greek booth af the
Allied Chrisimas fugr

© The Seattfe Times, Decernber, 1940
Photographer Robert Schumann

Brides-to-be came from Greece after
World War I o marry men who lived
in the United States. Couples George
and Vasilike Keranasis and Pashalig
and Frank Kost ave shown with
Pashalia's nephew, John John.

representatives from Seattle, Tacoma, and Everetf. Governer Clarence D. Martin declare
December 16, 1940, as the opening of the Greek War Relief Association Drive. In Februar
1941, the women organized to canvass the city for Greek War Relief. Leaders of the effo
were: Mary Zanides, chairman;, Eva Kamouchis, Ruth Sofas, Efthalia Gregores, Anneit
Spiro, Toula Cotton, Amy Dariotis, Jenny Diafos, Nitsa Gumas, Nota Lucas, Effie Well
Tasia Morisse, Mary Pulakis, Vasilia Pishue, and Antigone Pappadakis. Mary Pishue an
Georgia Bates operated the office.

Seattle Mayor John E. Carroll issued a joint proclamation for Greek Independence Da
on March 25 and declared March 23-30, 1941, as Greek War Relief Week in the City of Se
attle. To further the efforts of Greek War Relief, an extravaganza was held on April 26, 1941
at the Music Hall Theater, Seattle’s finest at the time. For the two performances, an orches
tra plus twenty vaudeville acts were recruited from stage, screen, and radio. Seattle agent
for theatrical agencies in New York and Hellywood all donated their services to arrange fo
the performers. Members of the Greek-American community clad in Greek costumes prc
moted the sale of tickets in downtown Seattle theaters. A sneak preview of an Eddie Alber
movie followed each performance. The evening raised thousands of dollars for the Gree
War Relief Fund,

Each year Washington State had a quota to reach. In 1941 that amount was $125,00(
and in 1942 it was $165,000 of the $12 million sought nationally. In 1942 the national Gree
War Relief Association shipped 180,000 tons of food, an effort praised by many, includin
Eleanor Roosevelt. Largely through the pages of The AHEPA Mentor, communities in th
Northwest were kept informed about the ongoing drive across America. In 1942 Thoma
Lentgis was elected 10 a three-year term on the Seattle-King County Community War Chest

War Relief Bazaars

In support of nationwide efforts by ethnic groups to help their ancestral lands, city
wide two-to-three day bazaars were held annually in November or December at the Civi
Auditorium in Seattle to benefit countries attacked by Germany and Italy. Ethnic group
of Seattle had beoths. Each group sold bazaar tickets, gifts, and refreshments, and pro
vided ethnic entertainment. Seattle’s Greek-American community, including the local Greel
War Relief Association, participated in the United Nations Festival War Relief programs fo
most of the decade. Af the first fair, two hundred women of the Greek-American communit
donated gifts which were solt
and raffled. All proceeds fron
each of the booths went to the
war relief association of th
specific country.

Called the Allied Christ
mas Fair in 1940 and the Wa
Relief Bazaar in 1941, the an
nual event changed its name t
the United Nations Christma
Festival in 1943 and the Unite
Nations Christmas Bazaar it
1944. At the 1943 bazaar, Ton
Dariotis was presented a walk
ing cane for buying a $10,00
bond, the largest denominatior
purchased that day.

As part of the Decembe
1944 United Nations War Relie
Bazaar, the play, “A Greek Wed
ding,” written by Katherine
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Magdalena Damoulou, was presented to the general public. August Pantages conducted and
narrated it. The cast consisted of Katherine Damoulou {Murkherjee) as the bride; Gus Cha-
rouhas, the groom; Jerry Mulenos, the father of the groom; Audrey Phiilips (Southas), the
mother of the groom; Gus Argeris, father of the bride; Magdalena Damoulou (Garvin), moth-
er of the bride; Helen Peters {Stavros Griffin) the wife of the best man (koumbara); Christto
Tolias, the best man (koumbaro); singer, Marjorie Glenn Douglass; and musicians Diane De-
limitros and Mary Paputchis (Kourkoumelis)—violins, and Aristides {Artie) Delimitros—
accordion. Performing the children’s dance were Zoye Marino (Fidler), Thalia Denos, Artie
Delimitros, Georgia Mandas (Spellman}, Gloria Stamos, Pipena Klieros (Mercouriadis), and
Katie Babunes (O'Neil). Wedding dancers, singers, and guests included Babe Carras, Kiki
Carras (George), and Vicky Carras (Kangles), Tacia Cooper (Prineas), Eugenia Katsico-
poulos (Sullivan), John Argeris, Catherine Neckas (lles), Marian Marino (Skarpeles), Billie
Babunes (Larimer), Irene Angel (Fotes), Emmanuel Challus, Gus Charouhas, Mary Mihe-
lis (Martinson), Nick Stavres, Helen Lathourakis (Powell), and Helen Papuichis (Kyriakos).
The women of the two churches provided pastries and handiwork.

On December 6, 7, and 8, 1945, a United Nations Victory Festival was held. An interna-
tional dinner was added to the United Nations Bazaar on December 4, 5, and 6, 1947. Carry
Kyreacos, the Women's Hellenic Club president, chaired the event. Other bazaar leaders
during the years were Eugenia Carras, George Carras, Alexandra Cooper for GAPA; Calliope
Damoulou, Artemis Delimitros, Carry Kyreacos for the Women's Hellenic Cluby; Nota Lucas,
Irene Marino for the Ladies Auxiliary of Assumption Church; August Pantages, Theodora
Plumis, Annetta Spiro, and Gus Zarkades, *

Greek Days at Victory Square

1947 - Carry Kyreacos cooking From 1941 {0 1945, the area between Fourth and Fifth Avenues at University Street in
JgT;hfe’zaﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ;j‘i‘;a’ downtown Seattle was designated as Victory Scquare. A classic style building with columns
' was built on the site specifically for the duration of the war. It was there that ethnic groups
_ _ took furns selling U. 8. War Bonds for the U, 8. War Loan Drives held once or twice a year
i,qﬁ;h j,;i?ﬁi?gi %@ZT%JZZ’%Z@ E.a.d'l ethnic group had its “day.” The Seattle Greek Ameri(?ans, including St. Demetrios pa-
Nicoletia Tolias rishioners, put on dance demonstrations, sang songs, recited poems, and sold War Bonds.
- History records that the sales of U.S. War Bonds on three Greek Days
were $255,300 on October 28, 1942; a record-breaker of $335,000 on May
13, 1943, and $367,100 on June 21, 1944, One of the groups of Greek-
American wonen, led by Mrs. Steve Anastos, was credited for helping
suburban Kirkland, Washington, bring in $575,614 in August 1944,
Parishioners Sam Doces, G. John Doces, and Peter Michael of the
Majestic Furniture Company provided the front window of their store
at Sixth and Pine, during the summer months, for drive volunteers
Anna Manolikas (Allamane), Mary Courounes (George), Angelina Mu-
lenos {Kourkoumelis Larson), Kathryn Dariotis (Ward), Mary Paputchis
{Kourkoumelis), and Cleo Michas (Maletis) to issue the bonds to people
? who placed orders at Victory Square. The sellers were encouraged to
wear Greelk costumes and Red Cross and other uniforms. Greek busi-
nessmen provided incentives on Greek Days giving lunches, dinners, dry
cleaning, and framed pictures to promote sales. Team competitions also
added to sales in the Greek American cornmunity, Greek Days speakers
addressed the heroism and culture of the past and present of Greece.
Greek Days organizers and leaders included Chairmen George Carras,
Nick Carras, and William Chatalas; and members Jim Fotos, Zois Gochis,
John Lucas, Gust Macris, Clarence Mandas, Steve Marenakos, Gregory
Pannak, George H. Pappas, Peter Rogers, and Gus Zarkades.
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June 22, 1944 — “Seatile Girls of (reek

Entertainment

Entertainment for booths on
Greek Days at Victory Square and
at the War Relief bazaars helped
draw people to the booths. Greek
entertainers incleded several tal-
ented members of the Greek Or-
thedox community, They donated a
great deal of time and energy per-
forming at almost every event for
the cause of freedom in the 1940s.
Angelina Mulenos (Kourkoumelis

Origin Sell War Bonds': Mary Papuiciis Larson) sang popular and patriotic songs. Mary Paputchis (Kourkoumelis) and Diane De-
{Kourkoumelis), Tacia Cooper (Prineas), .. P e s . . . ..
Audrey Phillips (Southas), Kiki Carras limitros played their violins. Aristides Delimitros played the accordion in an evzone cos-

(George), Mary Courounes (George), Helen,  tume, Kiki Carras (George) and Helen Peters (Stavros Griffin) accompanied on the piano.

Lathovrakis {Powell), Peggy Dimitriou
{Xenos Moore)
@ Seattle Post-intelligencer

Nick Dallas in frond of his Rainier
Avenue store with o collection of
serap won for the war effort

Greek School teacher and St. Demetrios choir di-
rector Constantine Milonopoulos also sang Greek
songs. Professor Nicholas Oeconomacos played
the clarinet. Young dancers in ethnic costumes
performed, instructed by Aspasia Phoutrides (Pu-
Iakis} and Eva Simeon. In 1945 Artie and Diane
Delimitros entertained with the Beacon Follettes
at the Naval Hospital, Marine Hospital, Sacred
Heart Orphanage, USO, and the Martha Washing-
ton Home.

Parishioners continued to share Greek cul-
ture, On Sunday, March 8 1943, according to
The AHEPA Mentor, the University of Washing-
ton student membership featured Greece at the
University’s International House. Angelina Mu-
lenos (Kourkeumelis Larson) sang a selection
of Greek folk songs. A chorus of girls gave an
exhibition of modern Greek folk dancing; Athena

Capis, Betty George (Kusulos), and Frances Limberis. Harry George and Plato Kourkoume-
lis wore Greek costumes. E. Tasso Morisse gave a falk on Modern Greece. Greek desserts
were served.

1848 — Greek Day ab Victory Square
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Preparing for Greek Liberation

It was not only Greek Americans who were concerned
about Greece. In the May 1943 issue of The Women’s Home
Companion, Greece finished first in a pell of “which coun-
try invaded by the Axis would you most like to help.” Poland
was second.

On August 2, 1943, the local Greek War Relief Associa-
tion met at the Ancient Order of United Workmen (AOUW)
Hall. Thomas Lentgis, Greek War Relief City Chairman
Steve Anastos, and E. T. Morisse spoke on the importance
of being prepared for the day Greece would be liberated.
They especially asked everyone not to discard used cloth-
ing as that would be needed especially. Sonia Curtis, an
entertainer recently arrived from Greece, sang Greek and

. American songs.
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Bishop Frineos visits the Northwest.
The AHEBA Mentor, June 1943

AHEPA observed the third anniversary of the Axis attack on Greece in November 1943
with a program at the AOUW Hall. Mary Courounes (George) delivered “Open Letter to the
Unconguerable Greel,” augmented by the presence of Audrey W. Auslander, wife of the au-
thor Joseph Auslander. He also wrote other poetry which frumpeted the courage of nations
attacked during the war. Entertainment included Mary Paputchis (Kourkoumelis) playing
the violin; Thomas Kranides, performing on the piano; and maestro Nicholas Oeconomacos
on the clarinet.

The Women's Hellenic Club held monthly teas in homes in 1943 to benefit Greek or-
phans. As Greek liberation approached, Seaftle was prepared to send clothing, food, med-
ical supplies, and other necessities to the war-ravaged Greek people. AHEPA at the time
concentrated on sending medical workers and establishing and supplying hospitals and
clinics. By November 1943, thousands of garments already were being stored in the St.
Demetrios Church hall. Many churches and organizations throughout the city contributed
used clothing to be sent to Greece. In December 1943, Greek Letter societies at the Uni-
versity of Washington (sororities and fraternities) collected clothes for the clothing drive.
On February 19, 1944, the 43,900 pounds of clothing were shipped to New York. Seattle
contributed 28,500 pounds, or 42,000 pieces of clothing. The Greek-American community
celebrated the long-awaited liberation of Greece which oceurred on November 4, 1944,

The Seattle Art Museum, from September 1 to 17, 1944, displayed fifteen large
photographs of scenes in Greece. The exhibition, arranged by the Metropolitan Museum of
Art and the Greek War Relief Association, was attended by Seattle Greeks.

*A year later, on October 10, 1945, a twenty-minute
movie on “This Is Greece Today” was shown at a War
Chest Rally in Seattle. The film had been taken shortly
before by Spyros Skouras. Community Chest officials
also presented a program. The AHEPA sponsored a
Red Cross Night on March 14, 1545. The collection
exceeded $2,500.

Wartime Church Events

A Greek comedy To Skandolon Dimou Voupra-
stor was given on May 2, 1943, to benefit the Greek
School. Bishop Erineos, head of the Diocese of San
Francisco, conducted church services in Tacoma, Se-
attle, and Portland in June, 1943. He urged the con-
gregations to follow “the teachings of Christ which
are the only foundation for permanent world peace.”
The Women’s Hellenic Club hosted a luncheon for the
Bishop on June 3 at the Gowman Hotel.

A surprise party was given for Father and Pres-
bytera Gavalas on July 31, 1944, in the Si. Demetrios
Hall en the occasion of their twenty-fifth wedding an-
niversary. They received a sterling silver coffee and
tea set from the parish.

His Eminence Athenagoras, Archbishop of the
Greek Orthodox Church in North and South America,
visited the Northwest for the New Year in 1945. He
celebrated Divine Liturgy at St. Demetrios on New
Year’s Day. Afterwards, he elevated the following al-
tar boys as readers (anagnostoi): Jerry Courounes,

Holy Friday, May 1845 — (front) Carrie Cokis, Marika Theos, and Jerry Courounes Nick Stavrou, Tom Malevitsis, Denos Malevitsis, Theo-
(back) Father Gavalas and Constoniine Milonopoulos dore Papadimitriou, James Manus, Bill Kaimakis, and

© Seattle Post-intelligencer, Museumn of History and Industry
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Jerry Costacos Milt Diafos (req Gregores Tom Kranides

Nick Pollis Dino Patus Poul Pishue Perry Scariatos Nick Wells

Some of the many servicemen from the

(reek Community of Seattle who served James Makos. In his sermon, the Archbishop discussed the importance of each of the four

in the Second World War freedoms of the Aflantic Charter and said after the war they should be the goal of peace. He
also visited the other Greek Orthodox churches of the Northwest.

In May 1945 just before the war's end and in 1946 and 1948, Baster services were

broadcast from St. Demetrios Church over Radio KIRO. Father Gavalas officiated at ser-
vices. Constantine Milonopoulos directed the thirty-voice choir on each occasion.

sacrifices and the End of the War

The end of World War 11 finally came in 1945. Some of the military men from Seafttle’s
Greek American community did not survive. They gave their Lives in service to their coun-
try: Leslie V. Frink, stepson of William Zavales, died in the Solomon Islands in November
1942. Nicholas G. Pantages, navigator-bombadier with the Eighth Air Force in England, was
killed in March 1944 when his airplane was hit by enemy fire after a raid over Germany.
First Lt. Paul Rockas, a bomber pilot with the Ninth Air Force, died on March 30, 1944, Tol-
lowing a raid over a Japanese-held island in the South Pacific. Lt. Gust J. Damascus was
Killed in action in France on August 22, 1944, Seaman First Class Nicholas P. Wells was on
the submarine Escolar, which was attacked in the Pacific and failed to return on November
25, 1944, to its base at Pearl Harbor. Pfc. Tony Pappadakis, Jr, a U.S. Army engineer on an
amphibious ship, was killed in action on Okinawa on April 10, 1945. Other servicemen with
Washington State connections who lost their lives in or during the war included: Pvt. John
Chemeres of Aberdeen who was killed in Germany on November 29, 1944, and Major John W.
Katsonis, described in The Ahepa Mentor as “one of the world’s youngest majors,” who was
Xilled in Buffalo, New York, while testing a plane for the U. S. Air Corps. Denny Lagounaris,
(U. 8. Army) of Tacoma was killed in the Battle of the Bulge. It is important to remember the

World Way IT servicemen John Papajoni ; . : : i
and Gus Carkonen ultimate sacrifice made for the sake of peace. Chris Makos (U.S. Navy) died of a brain tumor

The AHEPA Menta, February 1945 during wartime. May their memories be eternal.
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Life After the War

The Allied war with the Axis
came to an end in Germany on May
8, 1946. The treaty with Japan was
signed on September 2 that same
vear. Most of the Greek American
soldiers returned home from the war,
The end of the war brought relief to
the world, the country, Seatile, and

1944 — Payishioners honor Preshytera and Father Gavalas on their Silver Anniversary . Unidentified, also the Greek American commu-

Nitsa Gumas, Toula Cotton, Bve Kowldukis, Zahoro Lathowrakis, unidentified, Angelike Grivas, Mary
Mamnus, Lillion Kritsonis, Pres. Katherine Gavales, Fr. Horry Govalas, unidentified girl, Conla Karalis,

nity. There were ticker tape parades

Mary Stamolis, Bugenia Carras, unidentified, Antigone Peppadakis, Jennie Milonopoulos, unidentified. and all sorts of welcomes for sol-

1948 — Vashon High School students
assist Margie Shenas (Pailis) (far left)
and her sister Dena Shenas (Kusulos)
(far vight) in shavpening their
knowledge of English.

QThe Tacoma Times, February 23, 1948

Late 19405 — Celebration of Greek Independence Day at The Eagles Auditorium.
Mary Dalias (Smith), Vasilios Lavaris, Mary Carras (Pappas), unidentified, ) . o
Vivian Therson (Williamson,), and Mary Paputchis (Kourkoumelis) Directors of the Greek War Relief Association.

diers across the country. With ben-
efits from the .1 Bill, some of the young men in the Seattle Greek community went on to
college and entered professions while others established businesses of their own. Some of
the soldiers who had passed through Seattle on their way to or from war met their future
brides and subsequently settled in the Northwest.

Life at home never would be completely the same. Economics had changed. Those who
had left Seattle to protect the United States against invasions had seen other parts of the
world and other cultures with the poverty, the suffering, and the sorrow which befall people
during war. N

Following World War 11, a new infiux of Greeks migrated to Seattle. Some came to mar-
1y, others to join adoptive parents, and still others to find relafives separated from family
in Greece, because of the war. Margie Shenas (Pallis) and her sister Dena Shenas (Kusu-
los) immigrated to the United States as teenagers to join their father, William Shenas, on
Vashon Island where he had settled as a farmer. Their mother had been killed in the Nazi
borabing of Crete. Prior to the outbreak of the war, their father visited Greece twice in the
nineteen years he had been in the United States.

The daily matters of life, however, did return to normalcy for most pecple. Many maz-
ried and raised their own families with the church a strong part of their lives. Children
were born and parents and grandparents were buried. The usual ebb and flow of life con-
tinued. The joy of the Greek American home life and of the Greek Orthodox community fam-
ily never had ceased and was rich, as it had been before the war. Parish life went on, still
busily supporting the needs of Greece.

Helping Greece in Reconstruction

On February 27, 1946, Peter Boudoures, Director of
the West Coast Region of the Greek War Relief Associa-
tion, came to Seattle after returning from a trip to Greece
where he had inspected the situation. He gave an infor-
mative talk on conditions and announced that Greek
War Relief efforts would continue, with a postwar com-
mittee to promote ongoing assistance. William Chatalas,
who had replaced Thomas Lentgis as state leader when
he suffered a heart attack in December 1943, was reap-
pointed State Chairman. Other officers in 1946 were
Evans Manolides, Vice-Chairman; George Cotronis, Sec-
retary; Angel Zefkeles, Treasurer. Committee members
were John Lucas, Angelo Manousos, Steve Marenakos,
John Papajani, and Gus Zarkades. That same year (1946)
Thomas Lentgis was reelected to the National Board of

1 :1':.1 |
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. 1946 — AHEPA Pienie: elockuwise,
starting from lower lofi, Katie Vellias
(Nicholuow), Marian Marino (Skarpelos),
Zoye Marino (Fidler), Babe Caryas,
Angie Carras (Batlerton), Gloria Morisse
(Richardson), Mary Carras (Pappas),
Tasio, Nichols (Stamaos), Vivian Latsoudes
(Margel) from Vancouver

John Spiro

Theoharis Vellias

Members of the Greek United Conr
munities and Associations of Seattl
came together on March 30, 1947, in th
Eagles Auditorium to observe the 126t
anniversary of Greek Independence Da;
Parishioner T/Sgt. Ritchie A. Tarnbull ¢
MeChord Field held the American fla
and Tom Barbas the Greek flag, Fr. Harr
Gavalas of St. Demetrios gave the open
ing prayer. Superior Court Judge Wi
liam J. Wilkins spoke about the Gree
people and their courage. Seattle Mayo
William E Devin was the guest of hono
A play showing Nazi soldiers gunnin
down Greek children during World War 1
was performed by children of the Gree
American community and directed b
Constantine Milonopoulos, who spoke ai
terwards on the significance of the da;
Women dressed in Greek costumes col
lected donations which were earmarkes

» for Greek War Relief and the rehabilita
tion of war orphans. Guests enjoyed Greek dancing in one hall and American dancing i
another. Over $5000 was collected for the Relief Drive, half of which had been turned in b
Nick Tsakalakis of the Athens Club, who sponsored a Greek Night at his chub in conjunctio:
with the drive. Nick Zanides chaired the affair

The United Nations Couneil sponsored a Surplus Home Sale on June 10 and 11, 194§
at Second and Union. Everyone was urged to bring clothing, household items, stamps, an
magazines to St. Demetrios Church. Proceeds from the sale were distributed among th
different nations. Carry Kyreacos was president of the Greek Committee. The Women's Hel
lenic Club and the Church of the Assumption were in charge of the CARE booth in Freder
ick and Nelson on alternating Saturdays during Octeber and November 1949,

Planning for a New Church

Shortly after Father Gavalas arrived in 1941 as pastor of St. Demetrios Church, tall
began regarding the need for a new church, both because the parish was outgrowing the
Yale Avenue and Thomas Street structure and because the area around the church was be
coming commercial. Father Gavalas initiated the process by holding a meeting in his hom
to discuss the possibility. The people present voted unanimously to form a building com
mittee which operated for twenty-two years until the new church was built. In 1947 Buiid
ing Commitee members John Spiro and Thecharis (Theo) Vellias negotiated the purchast
of two lots on Third Avenue North and John Street, with a formulated program to buil
the new church and social center there. The property was purchased from two Vancouver
Washington, women who sold the lots at a reduced price becanse the land was to be usec
for a church.

New Northwest Churches

During the 1940s, three Greek Orthodox Churches had significant occasions. The
Seattle Charch of the Assumption formally opened at 1804 Thirteenth Avenue on Novembe:
22, 1942, Fr. Stephanos E. Phoutrides conducted the opening ceremony. St. George Churct
in Vancouves, British Columbia, was dedicated on June 10, 1945, Holy Trinity Church ir
Spokane, Washington, opened on August 15, 1948,
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Life at St. Demetrios

In the 1940s, among other things, the parish addressed the need for re-
pairing the roof, the hall and the stage; painting the church; acquiring a pulpit
and a new epifaphios; and establishing a Greek section at a cemetery. A com-
mittee also was formed to build a community hall. Throughout the decade, the
Women’s Hellenic Club continued to sponsor teas to benefit Greek orphans.
The woren also held dinners, masquerade parties, and dramas to raise funds
to aid the needy and receptions to honor visiting dignitaries. The club observed
its 29th anniversary in January 1948 and its thirfieth in January 1949 with
the service of the blessing of the five loaves (arfoklasia). Presbytera Katherine
(Gavalas prepared the arfoklasie on both oceasions.

The Daughters of Penelope which had been organized locally in 1947
picked the wrong time for 3 smorgasbsrd lancheon—April 13, the date of Se-
attle’s 1949 earthquake, which occurred close to the noon hour. Everyone was
concerned so the event was brought to a rapid close after a speedily consumed
Scandinavian lunch.

On May 8, 1948, the United IHelicon Greek American Youth's first annual
dance was held in the Aerie Room of the Eagles Hall. The aim was to bring
all of the (rreek American youth in the Seattle area together and “to create
sociability and friendship among them.” Jackie Souders and his twelve-piece
orchestra provided the music. Pastry and soft drinks were served. Sponsors
were: Gust (George, Gust Ko‘s:t, Nick Dallas, Vasilios Lavaris, George Plumis,
Philip Stamolis, and Nick Zefkeles.

The last known recorded St. Demetrios activity of the decade was the annual children’s

1844 — Carrie Monus (Markezinis)
and her brother George observe
Greek Independence Doy in their

Creek costumes. Christmas play depicting the birth of Christ. A picture and caption in The Seatile Times on
Monday, December 26, 1349, recorded the event which brought a peaceful conclusion to a
decade marked by international turmoil and upheaval.

The late 1940s were growing years. Times at Si. Demetrios paralleled these of the na-
tion. World War 1l changed the economic, educational, and social structure of the life of the
world. The church, like the world, was in the process of development and growth.

Dec. 26, 1949 -- “CHURCH PLAY The
amnual Christmas program of the
Greek Orvthodow church of SL Demetrios
and the chrch school included o play
depicting the birth of Christ, In this
scene the angels were (left to right) Alice
Plusnds, Theodora Cokinakis, and Helen
Georges. The wise men were (frond,

teft to right) Terry Puppas, Emmanuel
Kenos and Bill Kouldikis. Joseph was
olayed by Marco Cowrounes, and
Carrie Manus portrayed Mary. The
candle boys were John Panagiotou
(left) and Constantine Kitsos. A choir
aof boenty-eight voices sung hymns

and Christmas carols. Constantine
Milonopoutos was the divector of the
play and the choir. The Rey. Harry
Gavalas is pastor of the Parish—Times
staff photo by George Carkonen.”

© The Seatile Times, December 26, 1949
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