
 

TheodoreȱRoosevelt,ȱȱ
“HyphenatedȱAmericans,”ȱ1915.ȱ
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Today,�Americans�who�are�hostile�to�immigration�or�
suspicious�of�new�arrivals�often�quote�Roosevelt’s�
negative�comments�about�“hyphenated�Americans.”�But�
people�quoting�this�speech�rarely�note�when�it�was�
given—in�1915,�when�the�country�was�trying�not�to�be�
dragged�in�to�the�war�in�Europe—nor�do�they�quote�the�
second�half�of�the�speech,�calling�for�“the�elimination�of�
race�and�religious�prejudice.”�This�was�actually�
considered�a�proͲimmigration�speech�in�1915,�and�
Roosevelt�was�seen�as�a�friend�to�immigrants�in�his�day.�
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Thereȱisȱnoȱroomȱinȱthisȱcountryȱforȱhyphenatedȱ
Americanism.ȱWhenȱIȱreferȱtoȱhyphenatedȱAmericans,ȱIȱdoȱ
notȱreferȱtoȱnaturalizedȱAmericans.ȱSomeȱofȱtheȱveryȱbestȱ
AmericansȱIȱhaveȱeverȱknownȱwereȱnaturalizedȱAmericans,ȱ
Americansȱbornȱabroad.ȱButȱaȱhyphenatedȱAmericanȱisȱnotȱ
anȱAmericanȱatȱall.ȱThisȱisȱjustȱasȱtrueȱofȱtheȱmanȱwhoȱputsȱ
“native”ȱbeforeȱtheȱhyphenȱasȱofȱtheȱmanȱwhoȱputsȱGermanȱ
orȱIrishȱorȱEnglishȱorȱFrenchȱbeforeȱtheȱhyphen.ȱ
Americanismȱisȱaȱmatterȱofȱtheȱspiritȱandȱofȱtheȱsoul.ȱOurȱ
allegianceȱmustȱbeȱpurelyȱtoȱtheȱUnitedȱStates.ȱWeȱmustȱ
unsparinglyȱcondemnȱanyȱmanȱwhoȱholdsȱanyȱotherȱ
allegiance.ȱButȱifȱheȱisȱheartilyȱandȱsinglyȱloyalȱtoȱthisȱ
Republic,ȱthenȱnoȱmatterȱwhereȱheȱwasȱborn,ȱheȱisȱjustȱasȱ
goodȱanȱAmericanȱasȱanyȱoneȱelse.ȱȱ

Theȱoneȱabsolutelyȱcertainȱwayȱofȱbringingȱthisȱnationȱtoȱ
ruin,ȱofȱpreventingȱallȱpossibilityȱofȱitsȱcontinuingȱtoȱbeȱaȱ
nationȱatȱall,ȱwouldȱbeȱtoȱpermitȱitȱtoȱbecomeȱaȱtangleȱofȱȱ
squabblingȱnationalities,ȱanȱintricateȱknotȱofȱGermanȬ
Americans,ȱIrishȬAmericans,ȱEnglishȬAmericans,ȱFrenchȬ
Americans,ȱScandinavianȬAmericansȱorȱItalianȬAmericans,ȱ
eachȱpreservingȱitsȱseparateȱnationality,ȱeachȱatȱheartȱfeelingȱ
moreȱsympathyȱwithȱEuropeansȱofȱthatȱnationality,ȱthanȱ
withȱtheȱotherȱcitizensȱofȱtheȱAmericanȱRepublic.ȱTheȱmenȱ
whoȱdoȱnotȱbecomeȱAmericansȱandȱnothingȱelseȱareȱ
hyphenatedȱAmericans;ȱandȱthereȱoughtȱtoȱbeȱnoȱroomȱforȱ
themȱinȱthisȱcountry.ȱTheȱmanȱwhoȱcallsȱhimselfȱanȱ
Americanȱcitizenȱandȱwhoȱyetȱshowsȱbyȱhisȱactionsȱthatȱheȱisȱ
primarilyȱtheȱcitizenȱofȱaȱforeignȱland,ȱplaysȱaȱthoroughlyȱ
mischievousȱpartȱinȱtheȱlifeȱofȱourȱbodyȱpolitic.ȱHeȱhasȱnoȱ
placeȱhere;ȱandȱtheȱsoonerȱheȱreturnsȱtoȱtheȱlandȱtoȱwhichȱheȱ
feelsȱhisȱrealȱheartȬallegiance,ȱtheȱbetterȱitȱwillȱbeȱforȱeveryȱ



 
goodȱAmerican.ȱThereȱisȱnoȱsuchȱthingȱasȱaȱhyphenatedȱ
AmericanȱwhoȱisȱaȱgoodȱAmerican.ȱTheȱonlyȱmanȱwhoȱisȱaȱ
goodȱAmericanȱisȱtheȱmanȱwhoȱisȱanȱAmericanȱandȱnothingȱ
else.ȱ

ȱ
Americanizationȱ

TheȱforeignȬbornȱpopulationȱofȱthisȱcountryȱmustȱbeȱanȱ
Americanizedȱpopulation—noȱotherȱkindȱcanȱfightȱtheȱ
battlesȱofȱAmericaȱeitherȱinȱwarȱorȱpeace.ȱItȱmustȱtalkȱtheȱ
languageȱofȱitsȱnativeȬbornȱfellowȬcitizens,ȱitȱmustȱpossessȱ
AmericanȱcitizenshipȱandȱAmericanȱideals.ȱItȱmustȱstandȱ
firmȱbyȱitsȱoathȱofȱallegianceȱinȱwordȱandȱdeedȱandȱmustȱ
showȱthatȱinȱveryȱfactȱitȱhasȱrenouncedȱallegianceȱtoȱeveryȱ
prince,ȱpotentate,ȱorȱforeignȱgovernment.ȱItȱmustȱbeȱ
maintainedȱonȱanȱAmericanȱstandardȱofȱlivingȱsoȱasȱtoȱ
preventȱlaborȱdisturbancesȱinȱimportantȱplantsȱandȱatȱcriticalȱ
times.ȱNoneȱofȱtheseȱobjectsȱcanȱbeȱsecuredȱasȱlongȱasȱweȱ
haveȱimmigrantȱcolonies,ȱghettos,ȱandȱimmigrantȱsections,ȱ
andȱaboveȱallȱtheyȱcannotȱbeȱassuredȱsoȱlongȱasȱweȱconsiderȱ
theȱimmigrantȱonlyȱasȱanȱindustrialȱasset.ȱTheȱimmigrantȱ
mustȱnotȱbeȱallowedȱtoȱdriftȱorȱtoȱbeȱputȱatȱtheȱmercyȱofȱtheȱ
exploiter.ȱOurȱobjectȱisȱtoȱnotȱtoȱimitateȱoneȱofȱtheȱolderȱ
racialȱtypes,ȱbutȱtoȱmaintainȱaȱnewȱAmericanȱtypeȱandȱthenȱ
toȱsecureȱloyaltyȱtoȱthisȱtype.ȱWeȱcannotȱsecureȱsuchȱloyaltyȱ
unlessȱweȱmakeȱthisȱaȱcountryȱwhereȱmenȱshallȱfeelȱthatȱtheyȱ
haveȱjusticeȱandȱalsoȱwhereȱtheyȱshallȱfeelȱthatȱtheyȱareȱ
requiredȱtoȱperformȱtheȱdutiesȱimposedȱuponȱthem.ȱTheȱ
policyȱofȱ“Letȱalone”ȱwhichȱweȱhaveȱhithertoȱpursuedȱisȱ
thoroughlyȱviciousȱfromȱtwoȱstandȬpoints.ȱByȱthisȱpolicyȱweȱ
haveȱpermittedȱtheȱimmigrants,ȱandȱtooȱoftenȱtheȱnativeȬ
bornȱlaborersȱasȱwell,ȱtoȱsufferȱinjustice.ȱMoreover,ȱbyȱthisȱ

policyȱweȱhaveȱfailedȱtoȱimpressȱuponȱtheȱimmigrantȱandȱ
uponȱtheȱnativeȬbornȱasȱwellȱthatȱtheyȱareȱexpectedȱtoȱdoȱ
justiceȱasȱwellȱasȱtoȱreceiveȱjustice,ȱthatȱtheyȱareȱexpectedȱtoȱ
beȱheartilyȱandȱactivelyȱandȱsingleȬmindedlyȱloyalȱtoȱtheȱflagȱ
noȱlessȱthanȱtoȱbenefitȱbyȱlivingȱunderȱit.ȱȱ

Weȱcannotȱaffordȱtoȱcontinueȱtoȱuseȱhundredsȱofȱ
thousandsȱofȱimmigrantsȱmerelyȱasȱindustrialȱassetsȱwhileȱ
theyȱremainȱsocialȱoutcastsȱandȱmenacesȱanyȱmoreȱthanȱfiftyȱ
yearsȱagoȱweȱcouldȱaffordȱtoȱkeepȱtheȱblackȱmanȱmerelyȱasȱ
anȱindustrialȱassetȱandȱnotȱasȱaȱhumanȱbeing.ȱWeȱcannotȱ
affordȱtoȱbuildȱaȱbigȱindustrialȱplantȱandȱherdȱmenȱandȱ
womenȱaboutȱitȱwithoutȱcareȱforȱtheirȱwelfare.ȱWeȱcannotȱ
affordȱtoȱpermitȱsqualidȱovercrowdingȱorȱtheȱkindȱofȱlivingȱ
systemȱwhichȱmakesȱimpossibleȱtheȱdecenciesȱandȱ
necessitiesȱofȱlife.ȱWeȱcannotȱaffordȱtheȱlowȱwageȱratesȱandȱ
theȱmerelyȱseasonalȱindustriesȱwhichȱmeanȱtheȱsacrificeȱofȱ
bothȱindividualȱandȱfamilyȱlifeȱandȱmoralsȱtoȱtheȱindustrialȱ
machinery.ȱWeȱcannotȱaffordȱtoȱleaveȱAmericanȱmines,ȱ
munitionsȱplants,ȱandȱgeneralȱresourcesȱinȱtheȱhandsȱofȱalienȱ
workmen,ȱalienȱtoȱAmericaȱandȱevenȱlikelyȱtoȱbeȱmadeȱ
hostileȱtoȱAmericaȱbyȱmachinationsȱsuchȱasȱhaveȱrecentlyȱ
beenȱprovidedȱinȱtheȱcaseȱofȱtheȱtwoȱforeignȱembassiesȱinȱ
Washington.ȱWeȱcannotȱaffordȱtoȱrunȱtheȱriskȱofȱhavingȱinȱ
timeȱofȱwarȱmenȱworkingȱonȱourȱrailwaysȱorȱworkingȱinȱourȱ
munitionȱplantsȱwhoȱwouldȱinȱtheȱnameȱofȱdutyȱtoȱtheirȱ
ownȱforeignȱcountriesȱbringȱdestructionȱtoȱus.ȱRecentȱeventsȱ
haveȱshownȱusȱthatȱincitementsȱtoȱsabotageȱandȱstrikesȱareȱ
inȱtheȱviewȱofȱatȱleastȱtwoȱofȱtheȱgreatȱforeignȱpowersȱofȱ
Europeȱwithinȱtheirȱdefinitionȱofȱneutralȱpractices.ȱWhatȱ
wouldȱbeȱdoneȱtoȱusȱinȱtheȱnameȱofȱwarȱifȱtheseȱthingsȱareȱ
doneȱtoȱusȱinȱtheȱnameȱofȱneutrality?ȱȱ



 
OneȱAmericaȱ

Allȱofȱus,ȱnoȱmatterȱfromȱwhatȱlandȱourȱparentsȱcame,ȱ
noȱmatterȱinȱwhatȱwayȱweȱmayȱseverallyȱworshipȱourȱ
Creator,ȱmustȱstandȱshoulderȱtoȱshoulderȱinȱaȱunitedȱ
Americaȱforȱtheȱeliminationȱofȱraceȱandȱreligiousȱprejudice.ȱ
Weȱmustȱstandȱforȱaȱreignȱofȱequalȱjusticeȱtoȱbothȱbigȱandȱ
small.ȱWeȱmustȱinsistȱonȱtheȱmaintenanceȱofȱtheȱAmericanȱ
standardȱofȱliving.ȱWeȱmustȱstandȱforȱanȱadequateȱnationalȱ
controlȱwhichȱshallȱsecureȱaȱbetterȱtrainingȱofȱourȱyoungȱ
menȱinȱtimeȱofȱpeace,ȱbothȱforȱtheȱworkȱofȱpeaceȱandȱforȱtheȱ
workȱofȱwar.ȱWeȱmustȱdirectȱeveryȱnationalȱresource,ȱ
materialȱandȱspiritual,ȱtoȱtheȱtaskȱnotȱofȱshirkingȱdifficulties,ȱ
butȱofȱtrainingȱourȱpeopleȱtoȱovercomeȱdifficulties.ȱOurȱaimȱ
mustȱbe,ȱnotȱtoȱmakeȱlifeȱeasyȱandȱsoft,ȱnotȱtoȱsoftenȱsoulȱ
andȱbody,ȱbutȱtoȱfitȱusȱinȱvirileȱfashionȱtoȱdoȱaȱgreatȱworkȱforȱ
allȱmankind.ȱThisȱgreatȱworkȱcanȱonlyȱbeȱdoneȱbyȱaȱmightyȱ
democracy,ȱwithȱtheseȱqualitiesȱofȱsoul,ȱguidedȱbyȱthoseȱ
qualitiesȱofȱmind,ȱwhichȱwillȱbothȱmakeȱitȱrefuseȱtoȱdoȱ
injusticeȱtoȱanyȱotherȱnation,ȱandȱalsoȱenableȱitȱtoȱholdȱitsȱ
ownȱagainstȱaggressionȱbyȱanyȱotherȱnation.ȱInȱourȱrelationsȱ
withȱtheȱoutsideȱworld,ȱweȱmustȱabhorȱwrongdoing,ȱandȱ
disdainȱtoȱcommitȱit,ȱandȱweȱmustȱnoȱlessȱdisdainȱtheȱ
basenessȱofȱspiritȱwhichȱlamelyȱsubmitsȱtoȱwrongdoing.ȱ
Finallyȱandȱmostȱimportantȱofȱall,ȱweȱmustȱstriveȱforȱtheȱ
establishmentȱwithinȱourȱownȱbordersȱofȱthatȱsternȱandȱloftyȱ
standardȱofȱpersonalȱandȱpublicȱneutralityȱwhichȱshallȱ
guaranteeȱtoȱeachȱmanȱhisȱrights,ȱandȱwhichȱshallȱinsistȱinȱ
returnȱuponȱtheȱfullȱperformanceȱbyȱeachȱmanȱofȱhisȱdutiesȱ
bothȱtoȱhisȱneighborȱandȱtoȱtheȱgreatȱnationȱwhoseȱflagȱmustȱ
symbolizeȱinȱtheȱfutureȱasȱitȱhasȱsymbolizedȱinȱtheȱpastȱtheȱ
highestȱhopesȱofȱallȱmankind.ȱȱ

RandolphȱBourne,ȱ
“TransȬNationalȱAmerica,”ȱ1916.ȱ

ȱ
Randolph�Bourne�was�a�progressive�writer�and�public�
intellectual�who�opposed�the�melting�pot�ideal.�He�also�
opposed�American�participation�in�the�First�World�War.�
This�essay�was�an�important�early�statement�of�the�ideal�
we�now�call�“multiculturalism.”�

ȱ
NoȱreverberatoryȱeffectȱofȱtheȱGreatȱWarȱhasȱcausedȱ

Americanȱpublicȱopinionȱmoreȱsolicitudeȱthanȱtheȱfailureȱofȱ
theȱ“meltingȬpot.”ȱTheȱdiscoveryȱofȱdiverseȱnationalisticȱ
feelingsȱamongȱourȱgreatȱalienȱpopulationȱhisȱcomeȱtoȱmostȱ
peopleȱasȱanȱintenseȱshock.ȱItȱhasȱbroughtȱoutȱtheȱunpleasantȱ
inconsistenciesȱofȱourȱtraditionalȱbeliefs.ȱWeȱhaveȱhadȱtoȱ
watchȱhardȬheartedȱoldȱBrahminsȱvirtuouslyȱindignantȱatȱ
theȱspectacleȱofȱtheȱimmigrantȱrefusingȱtoȱbeȱmelted,ȱwhileȱ
theyȱjeerȱatȱpatriotsȱlikeȱMaryȱAntinȱwhoȱwriteȱaboutȱourȱ
“forefathers.”ȱWeȱhaveȱhadȱtoȱlistenȱtoȱpublicistsȱwhoȱ
expressȱthemselvesȱasȱstunnedȱbyȱtheȱevidenceȱofȱvigorousȱ
traditionalisticȱandȱculturalȱmovementsȱinȱthisȱcountryȱ
amongȱGermans,ȱScandinavians,ȱBohemiansȱandȱPoles,ȱ
whileȱinȱtheȱsameȱbreathȱtheyȱinsistȱthatȱtheȱalienȱshallȱbeȱ
forciblyȱassimilatedȱtoȱthatȱAngloȬSaxonȱtraditionȱwhichȱ
theyȱunquestionablyȱlabelȱ“American.”ȱ

Asȱtheȱunpleasantȱtruthȱhasȱcomeȱuponȱusȱthatȱ
assimilationȱinȱthisȱcountryȱwasȱproceedingȱonȱlinesȱveryȱ
differentȱfromȱthoseȱweȱhadȱmarkedȱoutȱforȱit,ȱweȱfoundȱ
ourselvesȱinclinedȱtoȱblameȱthoseȱwhoȱwereȱthwartingȱourȱ
prophecies.ȱTheȱtruthȱbecameȱculpable.ȱWeȱblamedȱtheȱwar,ȱ
weȱblamedȱtheȱGermans.ȱAndȱthenȱweȱdiscoveredȱwithȱaȱ
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