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"TKe SWRU\ Rf AQ HRXU"

KaWe ChRSiQ (1894)

KQRZLQJ WKaW MUV. MaOOaUG ZaV aIIOLFWHG ZLWK a KHaUW WURXbOH, JUHaW FaUH ZaV WaNHQ WR bUHaN WR
KHU aV JHQWO\ aV SRVVLbOH WKH QHZV RI KHU KXVbaQG'V GHaWK.

IW ZaV KHU VLVWHU JRVHSKLQH ZKR WROG KHU, LQ bURNHQ VHQWHQFHV; YHLOHG KLQWV WKaW UHYHaOHG LQ
KaOI FRQFHaOLQJ. HHU KXVbaQG'V IULHQG RLFKaUGV ZaV WKHUH, WRR, QHaU KHU. IW ZaV KH ZKR KaG
bHHQ LQ WKH QHZVSaSHU RIILFH ZKHQ LQWHOOLJHQFH RI WKH UaLOURaG GLVaVWHU ZaV UHFHLYHG, ZLWK
BUHQWO\ MaOOaUG'V QaPH OHaGLQJ WKH OLVW RI "NLOOHG." HH KaG RQO\ WaNHQ WKH WLPH WR aVVXUH
KLPVHOI RI LWV WUXWK b\ a VHFRQG WHOHJUaP, aQG KaG KaVWHQHG WR IRUHVWaOO aQ\ OHVV FaUHIXO, OHVV
WHQGHU IULHQG LQ bHaULQJ WKH VaG PHVVaJH.

SKH GLG QRW KHaU WKH VWRU\ aV PaQ\ ZRPHQ KaYH KHaUG WKH VaPH, ZLWK a SaUaO\]HG LQabLOLW\ WR
aFFHSW LWV VLJQLILFaQFH. SKH ZHSW aW RQFH, ZLWK VXGGHQ, ZLOG abaQGRQPHQW, LQ KHU VLVWHU'V
aUPV. WKHQ WKH VWRUP RI JULHI KaG VSHQW LWVHOI VKH ZHQW aZa\ WR KHU URRP aORQH. SKH ZRXOG
KaYH QR RQH IROORZ KHU.

TKHUH VWRRG, IaFLQJ WKH RSHQ ZLQGRZ, a FRPIRUWabOH, URRP\ aUPFKaLU. IQWR WKLV VKH VaQN,
SUHVVHG GRZQ b\ a SK\VLFaO H[KaXVWLRQ WKaW KaXQWHG KHU bRG\ aQG VHHPHG WR UHaFK LQWR KHU
VRXO.

SKH FRXOG VHH LQ WKH RSHQ VTXaUH bHIRUH KHU KRXVH WKH WRSV RI WUHHV WKaW ZHUH aOO aTXLYHU ZLWK
WKH QHZ VSULQJ OLIH. TKH GHOLFLRXV bUHaWK RI UaLQ ZaV LQ WKH aLU. IQ WKH VWUHHW bHORZ a SHGGOHU
ZaV FU\LQJ KLV ZaUHV. TKH QRWHV RI a GLVWaQW VRQJ ZKLFK VRPH RQH ZaV VLQJLQJ UHaFKHG KHU
IaLQWO\, aQG FRXQWOHVV VSaUURZV ZHUH WZLWWHULQJ LQ WKH HaYHV.

TKHUH ZHUH SaWFKHV RI bOXH VN\ VKRZLQJ KHUH aQG WKHUH WKURXJK WKH FORXGV WKaW KaG PHW aQG
SLOHG RQH abRYH WKH RWKHU LQ WKH ZHVW IaFLQJ KHU ZLQGRZ.

SKH VaW ZLWK KHU KHaG WKURZQ baFN XSRQ WKH FXVKLRQ RI WKH FKaLU, TXLWH PRWLRQOHVV, H[FHSW
ZKHQ a VRb FaPH XS LQWR KHU WKURaW aQG VKRRN KHU, aV a FKLOG ZKR KaV FULHG LWVHOI WR VOHHS
FRQWLQXHV WR VRb LQ LWV GUHaPV.

SKH ZaV \RXQJ, ZLWK a IaLU, FaOP IaFH, ZKRVH OLQHV bHVSRNH UHSUHVVLRQ aQG HYHQ a FHUWaLQ
VWUHQJWK. BXW QRZ WKHUH ZaV a GXOO VWaUH LQ KHU H\HV, ZKRVH Ja]H ZaV IL[HG aZa\ RII \RQGHU
RQ RQH RI WKRVH SaWFKHV RI bOXH VN\. IW ZaV QRW a JOaQFH RI UHIOHFWLRQ, bXW UaWKHU LQGLFaWHG a
VXVSHQVLRQ RI LQWHOOLJHQW WKRXJKW.

TKHUH ZaV VRPHWKLQJ FRPLQJ WR KHU aQG VKH ZaV ZaLWLQJ IRU LW, IHaUIXOO\. WKaW ZaV LW? SKH GLG
QRW NQRZ; LW ZaV WRR VXbWOH aQG HOXVLYH WR QaPH. BXW VKH IHOW LW, FUHHSLQJ RXW RI WKH VN\,
UHaFKLQJ WRZaUG KHU WKURXJK WKH VRXQGV, WKH VFHQWV, WKH FRORU WKaW ILOOHG WKH aLU.

NRZ KHU bRVRP URVH aQG IHOO WXPXOWXRXVO\. SKH ZaV bHJLQQLQJ WR UHFRJQL]H WKLV WKLQJ WKaW
ZaV aSSURaFKLQJ WR SRVVHVV KHU, aQG VKH ZaV VWULYLQJ WR bHaW LW baFN ZLWK KHU ZLOO--aV
SRZHUOHVV aV KHU WZR ZKLWH VOHQGHU KaQGV ZRXOG KaYH bHHQ. WKHQ VKH abaQGRQHG KHUVHOI a
OLWWOH ZKLVSHUHG ZRUG HVFaSHG KHU VOLJKWO\ SaUWHG OLSV. SKH VaLG LW RYHU aQG RYHU XQGHU KWH
bUHaWK: "IUHH, IUHH, IUHH!" TKH YaFaQW VWaUH aQG WKH ORRN RI WHUURU WKaW KaG IROORZHG LW ZHQW
IURP KHU H\HV. TKH\ VWa\HG NHHQ aQG bULJKW. HHU SXOVHV bHaW IaVW, aQG WKH FRXUVLQJ bORRG
ZaUPHG aQG UHOa[HG HYHU\ LQFK RI KHU bRG\.
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SKH GLG QRW VWRS WR aVN LI LW ZHUH RU ZHUH QRW a PRQVWURXV MR\ WKaW KHOG KHU. A FOHaU aQG
H[aOWHG SHUFHSWLRQ HQabOHG KHU WR GLVPLVV WKH VXJJHVWLRQ aV WULYLaO. SKH NQHZ WKaW VKH ZRXOG
ZHHS aJaLQ ZKHQ VKH VaZ WKH NLQG, WHQGHU KaQGV IROGHG LQ GHaWK; WKH IaFH WKaW KaG QHYHU
ORRNHG VaYH ZLWK ORYH XSRQ KHU, IL[HG aQG JUa\ aQG GHaG. BXW VKH VaZ bH\RQG WKaW bLWWHU
PRPHQW a ORQJ SURFHVVLRQ RI \HaUV WR FRPH WKaW ZRXOG bHORQJ WR KHU abVROXWHO\. AQG VKH
RSHQHG aQG VSUHaG KHU aUPV RXW WR WKHP LQ ZHOFRPH.

TKHUH ZRXOG bH QR RQH WR OLYH IRU GXULQJ WKRVH FRPLQJ \HaUV; VKH ZRXOG OLYH IRU KHUVHOI. TKHUH
ZRXOG bH QR SRZHUIXO ZLOO bHQGLQJ KHUV LQ WKaW bOLQG SHUVLVWHQFH ZLWK ZKLFK PHQ aQG ZRPHQ
bHOLHYH WKH\ KaYH a ULJKW WR LPSRVH a SULYaWH ZLOO XSRQ a IHOORZ-FUHaWXUH. A NLQG LQWHQWLRQ RU a
FUXHO LQWHQWLRQ PaGH WKH aFW VHHP QR OHVV a FULPH aV VKH ORRNHG XSRQ LW LQ WKaW bULHI PRPHQW
RI LOOXPLQaWLRQ.

AQG \HW VKH KaG ORYHG KLP--VRPHWLPHV. OIWHQ VKH KaG QRW. WKaW GLG LW PaWWHU! WKaW FRXOG
ORYH, WKH XQVROYHG P\VWHU\, FRXQW IRU LQ WKH IaFH RI WKLV SRVVHVVLRQ RI VHOI-aVVHUWLRQ ZKLFK VKH
VXGGHQO\ UHFRJQL]HG aV WKH VWURQJHVW LPSXOVH RI KHU bHLQJ!

"FUHH! BRG\ aQG VRXO IUHH!" VKH NHSW ZKLVSHULQJ.

JRVHSKLQH ZaV NQHHOLQJ bHIRUH WKH FORVHG GRRU ZLWK KHU OLSV WR WKH NH\KROG, LPSORULQJ IRU
aGPLVVLRQ. "LRXLVH, RSHQ WKH GRRU! I bHJ; RSHQ WKH GRRU--\RX ZLOO PaNH \RXUVHOI LOO. WKaW aUH
\RX GRLQJ, LRXLVH? FRU KHaYHQ'V VaNH RSHQ WKH GRRU."

"GR aZa\. I aP QRW PaNLQJ P\VHOI LOO." NR; VKH ZaV GULQNLQJ LQ a YHU\ HOL[LU RI OLIH WKURXJK
WKaW RSHQ ZLQGRZ.

HHU IaQF\ ZaV UXQQLQJ ULRW aORQJ WKRVH Ga\V aKHaG RI KHU. SSULQJ Ga\V, aQG VXPPHU Ga\V,
aQG aOO VRUWV RI Ga\V WKaW ZRXOG bH KHU RZQ. SKH bUHaWKHG a TXLFN SUa\HU WKaW OLIH PLJKW bH
ORQJ. IW ZaV RQO\ \HVWHUGa\ VKH KaG WKRXJKW ZLWK a VKXGGHU WKaW OLIH PLJKW bH ORQJ.

SKH aURVH aW OHQJWK aQG RSHQHG WKH GRRU WR KHU VLVWHU'V LPSRUWXQLWLHV. TKHUH ZaV a IHYHULVK
WULXPSK LQ KHU H\HV, aQG VKH FaUULHG KHUVHOI XQZLWWLQJO\ OLNH a JRGGHVV RI VLFWRU\. SKH FOaVSHG
KHU VLVWHU'V ZaLVW, aQG WRJHWKHU WKH\ GHVFHQGHG WKH VWaLUV. RLFKaUGV VWRRG ZaLWLQJ IRU WKHP aW
WKH bRWWRP.

SRPH RQH ZaV RSHQLQJ WKH IURQW GRRU ZLWK a OaWFKNH\. IW ZaV BUHQWO\ MaOOaUG ZKR HQWHUHG, a
OLWWOH WUaYHO-VWaLQHG, FRPSRVHGO\ FaUU\LQJ KLV JULS-VaFN aQG XPbUHOOa. HH KaG bHHQ IaU IURP
WKH VFHQH RI WKH aFFLGHQW, aQG GLG QRW HYHQ NQRZ WKHUH KaG bHHQ RQH. HH VWRRG aPa]HG aW
JRVHSKLQH'V SLHUFLQJ FU\; aW RLFKaUGV' TXLFN PRWLRQ WR VFUHHQ KLP IURP WKH YLHZ RI KLV ZLIH.

WKHQ WKH GRFWRUV FaPH WKH\ VaLG VKH KaG GLHG RI KHaUW GLVHaVH--RI WKH MR\ WKaW NLOOV. 

 

 

ReadiQg UeVSRQVe: 
PLFN RXW aW OHaVW ILYH SKUaVHV ZKLFK \RX WKLQN aUH HVSHFLaOO\ LPSRUWaQW WR WKH VWRU\ (ZKaW \RX
PLJKW PaUN RQ a SULQWHG WH[W.) BULHIO\ GHVFULbH ZK\ \RX FKRVH HaFK.
WKaW TXHVWLRQV abRXW FKaUaFWHU RU PRWLYaWLRQ RU SORW GRHV WKLV VWRU\ OHaYH LQ \RXU PLQG?

NRZ gR WR Whe VWXd\ We[W
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