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IQ Vi[Wh gUade MUV. WaOkeU 

VOaSSed Whe back Rf P\ head 

aQd Pade Pe VWaQd iQ Whe cRUQeU 

fRU QRW kQRZiQg Whe diffeUeQce 

beWZeeQ persimmon aQd precision. 

HRZ WR chRRVe 

SeUViPPRQV. ThiV iV SUeciViRQ. 

RiSe RQeV aUe VRfW aQd bURZQ-VSRWWed. 

SQiff Whe bRWWRPV. The VZeeW RQe 

ZiOO be fUagUaQW. HRZ WR eaW: 

SXW Whe kQife aZa\, Oa\ dRZQ QeZVSaSeU. 

PeeO Whe VkiQ WeQdeUO\, QRW WR WeaU Whe PeaW. 

CheZ Whe VkiQ, VXck iW, 

aQd VZaOORZ. NRZ, eaW 

Whe PeaW Rf Whe fUXiW, 

VR VZeeW, 

aOO Rf iW, WR Whe heaUW. 

DRQQa XQdUeVVeV, heU VWRPach iV ZhiWe. 

IQ Whe \aUd, deZ\ aQd VhiYeUiQg 

ZiWh cUickeWV, Ze Oie Qaked, 

face-XS, face-dRZQ. 

I Weach heU ChiQeVe. 

CUickeWV: chiu chiu. DeZ: IØYe fRUgRWWeQ. 

Naked:bbbIØYe fRUgRWWeQ. 

Ni, Zo:bbb\RX aQd Pe. 

I SaUW heU OegV, 

UePePbeU WR WeOO heU 
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Vhe iV beaXWifXO aV Whe PRRQ. 

OWheU ZRUdV 

WhaW gRW Pe iQWR WURXbOe ZeUe 

fight aQd fright, Zren aQd \arn. 

FighW ZaV ZhaW I did ZheQ I ZaV fUighWeQed, 

FUighW ZaV ZhaW I feOW ZheQ I ZaV fighWiQg. 

WUeQV aUe VPaOO, SOaiQ biUdV, 

\aUQ iV ZhaW RQe kQiWV ZiWh. 

WUeQV aUe VRfW aV \aUQ. 

M\ PRWheU Pade biUdV RXW Rf \aUQ. 

I ORYed WR ZaWch heU Wie Whe VWXff; 

a biUd, a UabbiW, a Zee PaQ. 

MUV. WaOkeU bURXghW a SeUViPPRQ WR cOaVV 

aQd cXW iW XS 

VR eYeU\RQe cRXOd WaVWe 

a Chinese apple. KQRZiQg 

iW ZaVQØW UiSe RU VZeeW, I didQØW eaW 

bXW ZaWched Whe RWheU faceV. 

M\ PRWheU Vaid eYeU\ SeUViPPRQ haV a VXQ 

iQVide, VRPeWhiQg gROdeQ, gORZiQg, 

ZaUP aV P\ face. 

OQce, iQ Whe ceOOaU, I fRXQd WZR ZUaSSed iQ QeZVSaSeU, 

fRUgRWWeQ aQd QRW \eW UiSe. 

I WRRk WheP aQd VeW bRWh RQ P\ bedURRP ZiQdRZViOO, 

ZheUe each PRUQiQg a caUdiQaO 

VaQg, The sun, the sun. 

FiQaOO\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg 

he ZaV gRiQg bOiQd, 

P\ faWheU VaW XS aOO RQe QighW 

ZaiWiQg fRU a VRQg, a ghRVW. 

I gaYe hiP Whe SeUViPPRQV, 

VZeOOed, heaY\ aV VadQeVV, 

aQd VZeeW aV ORYe. 
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ThiV \eaU, iQ Whe PXdd\ OighWiQg 

Rf P\ SaUeQWVØ ceOOaU, I UXPPage, ORRkiQg 

fRU VRPeWhiQg I ORVW. 

M\ faWheU ViWV RQ Whe WiUed, ZRRdeQ VWaiUV, 

bOack caQe beWZeeQ hiV kQeeV, 

haQd RYeU haQd, gUiSSiQg Whe haQdOe. 

HeØV VR haSS\ WhaW IØYe cRPe hRPe. 

I aVk hRZ hiV e\eV aUe, a VWXSid TXeVWiRQ. 

All gone, he aQVZeUV. 

UQdeU VRPe bOaQkeWV, I fiQd a bR[. 

IQVide Whe bR[ I fiQd WhUee VcUROOV. 

I ViW beVide hiP aQd XQWie 

WhUee SaiQWiQgV b\ P\ faWheU: 

HibiVcXV Oeaf aQd a ZhiWe fORZeU.

TZR caWV SUeeQiQg. 

TZR SeUViPPRQV, VR fXOO Whe\ ZaQW WR dURS fURP Whe cORWh. 

He UaiVeV bRWh haQdV WR WRXch Whe cORWh, 

aVkV, Which is this? 

This is persimmons, Father. 

Oh, the feel of the Zolftail on the silk, 

the strength, the tense 

precision in the Zrist. 

I painted them hundreds of times 

e\es closed. These I painted blind. 

Some things neYer leaYe a person: 

scent of the hair of one \ou loYe, 

the te[ture of persimmons, 

in \our palm, the ripe Zeight.  

b 
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