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ORIGINAL OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION

LANGUAGE DEVELOPS UNDERSTANDING/INTERPRETATION, WHICH DEVELOPS IDENTITY (WHO YOU ARE)
A language or dialect develops in accordance to the particular needs of those who reside in a certain area at a certain period of time, whose experiences, way of life, and culture are similar. Tailored to a specific people, a language provides a unique interpretation of society for its speakers .

· Example of perspective

· “[Language] is the most vivid and crucial key to identity: It reveals the private identity, and connects one with, or divorces one from, the larger, public, or communal identity.” (Baldwin 350)

· ELD vs. Ebonics-taught

IDENTITY ESTABLISHES PERSPECTIVE
Nourishment
Sustenance

Language influences perspective. Accumulating perspectives constructs a personality, which prompts one to take actions, which construct an identity/character.
PERSPECTIVE DETERMINES METHOD OF INFLUENCE, WHICH DEFINES ONE’S DEPTH OF POWER
Language, perspective, and influence are strands that compose a braid of power.  One’s culture yields a language that develops one’s perspective that often determines one’s influence upon and comprehension of the world—one’s power.

· Example of perspective

One’s perspective—developed/built from one’s cultural language and influence is almost always directly correlated to one’s societal power and control.

· Example of perspective

· Example of a perspective’s power—favorable to majority = power to influence

· Example from literature/past

· Increased knowledge/fluency of a language increases one’s power; one gains a more thorough/comprehensive understanding of the world and others

INFLUENCE DETERMINES POWER
How others perceive you often determines your status/standing amongst others.

Identify “identity”. Language is a foundation for the construction/shaping/development of one’s identity

Language’s effect

· Knowing the language of one’s culture provides a sense of foundation and belonging

CONCLUSION

Teaching kids in Ebonics to get them caught up in curriculum—original plan

BUT…it’s counterintuitive because

-reinforces incorrect grammar/dialect

-understanding of stuff in one language doesn’t equate to an identical understanding in another…so we should all speak in binary.

Introduction

What role language plays—present

What role Ebonics plays—present

Problems it poses now—present

Future problems, Why it’s a problem

Possible solutions

What do you think of dialects determining one’s value (in others’ eyes) and personal values? How about teaching school classes in Ebonics rather than proper English? Doing so is somewhat parallel to catering the majority to a minority. Considering practicality, shouldn’t acclimating to the majority discourse community’s expectations be of higher priority?

-Counterargument: conformity vs. inconformity, diversity; language may die out (extreme) if we do not diversify it

Yet one could argue two points against this practical view:

1)
classes taught in Ebonics would enhange language and societal diversity; therefore classes taught in this dialect will benefit those who already speak the dialect, instead of starting from the bottom up in proper English-taught classes.

2)
learning Ebonics would be similar to teaching foreign students in their native tongue (to acclimate to new culture through “bridge-ing” between old and new languages). **cite factual info: often, these transition classes are beneficial, being taught in conjunction with a native tongue.

Problem is that the majority speaks proper English. Which…brings this to: what’s the point in speaking one’s dialect from the other?

Uses language around them
Life is what you make it, the path you take, 

Language

Identity

Eg. Harry potter

Imagination, international, riddle, concept commonly understood regardless of language

