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Cycling is often associated with athleticism, pride, and as a pesky hazard to drivers on the road. Although there may be differing views about cycling, its discourse community remains fairly consistent.  The cycling community is similar to other sports’ discourse communities structurally, yet it is unique in its content and behaviors that are discoursed
.  

The content discussed within this community frequently encompasses pride.  Common topics discussed include mechanics, competition, events, social networking, news, and personal achievements.  Generic topics are discussed more publically through means of public
 communication such as social networking sites, public forums, and group emails; whereas more private topics such as race results and personal achievements are often shared verbally or on personal online profiles such as Facebook or Twitter. Common public communication may consist of a public
 online forum discussion of a range of topics from bicycle parts, to personal athletic hygiene, to Lance Armstrong’s doping dilemma
.  In the event that a member of this discourse community can remain anonymous—typically online—more personal topics such as personal athletic hygiene may be discussed; other members understand that these discussions are well-intentioned and for all to benefit from
.  Regardless of anonymity, members within the cycling discourse community are typically positive, inspiring, and constructive to those who are they are in contact with.  It is not rare to encounter another cyclist who goes out of his way to offer encouraging words in the form of an inspirational story about life events that often refer to overcoming obstacles.  Personally, these words of encouragement continue to inspire me to be determined to compete and to live without regrets.  Every action should have a constructive motive behind it. There are few topics that are not publically discussed; the most common is doping, or the ingestion of banned supplemental substances.  Professional cycling is known for its issues with doping cyclists. Ingesting supplements is common among all ages of cyclists—young and old—often in the form of protein supplements.  Although cyclists value integrity and ability to overcome obstacles
, when illegal or banned substances come into play, members turn a blind eye, knowing that others may be on such supplements.  Legal supplements are publically and privately discussed, whereas illegal ones are not, in fear of official consequences.  The vast majority of this community’s content discussed is for all members’ personal benefit. Involvement in a sport that promotes personal achievement, members push limits to be the best that they can be.

The cycling community utilizes a multitude of modes of communication. With the simplest mechanism of communication being verbal communication, the vast majority of the community’s members are positive and constructive when exchanging discourse.  Public means of communication—Facebook, Twitter, Pinkbike, and public forums—are utilized for topics that pertain to the entire community.  Such topics may include, but are not limited to: training techniques, news, hygiene, dietary plans, events, and product promotions.  Less public, more personal topics such as local events, news, or races are promoted through more localized means such as a group Facebook page or group e-mail.  The most private means of communication would be verbal communication. Most topics can be discussed verbally.  Because most forms of communication within the community are public, members need to be proactive in their research.  The content within the cycling discourse community grows to cover broader ranges of topics as the audience size decreases; topics need to be generic and commonly accepted by the general public, whereas the more controversial the topic, the more intimate the understanding need be
.

Communication is key in this discourse community.  By communicating through a variety of genres, most audiences are reached.  A favorite genre that shares updates in the cycling world is the video.  Not only do videos convey information, but also videos provide a sense of participation, promoting the product or event portrayed.  Videos are appealing to the senses and the most effective method of promotion.  Another visual genre is the still-life photo, which includes posters and advertisements.  This is a simple and effect method of conveying information; a photo does mean a thousand words. Posters and advertisements often promote events and products.  Such photos act as “proof-photos”--proof that a product can be reliable, or an event can be enjoyable
.  The most common genre is online social networking.  This genre provides current updates—news, events, and products—to keep members up-to-date within the community.

Lexis, syntax, and grammar differ from genre to genre within the discourse community.  Within each content topic and genre there is always a range of conversational formality.  The vocabulary used frequently includes technical terms relating to bicycle parts, human body parts, and riding and racing techniques.  Other than the use of technical terms, the community’s vocabulary is common, and easy to understand.  More profound cyclists tend to use more sophisticated vocabulary, whereas less experienced riders use more casual and common vocabulary to communicate.  Yet, light profanity is sometimes used to emphasize a point.  Within localized groups of members, casual and slang vocabulary—dude, bro, sick, gnarly—are common, especially amongst the younger members. This more casual way of communicating is slightly less effective than more formal vocabulary, but those within this inner ring of communication understand the lingo well.  The syntax utilized is often semi-professional, yet simple.  Complex sentence structure is not common; direct and concise sentence structure is the most effect way to communicate within the community.  This syntax is commonly used for giving directions, instruction, conversing, and online social networking.  When riding or racing, one other type of syntax is commonly used: short, terse, exclamations such as: “on your right”, “passing”, “ruts”, “hairpin”, “rider up”, and “car back
”.  These exclamations are used to communicate location and preserve safety when moving at high speeds.  Grammar is accurate, but mostly casual.  To communicate efficiently, members’ grammar is mostly accurate, concise, and commonly understood rather than complex and difficult to comprehend.  Because communication is key for personal improvement and relations with other members, the utilization of commonly understood lexis, syntax, and grammar help sustain the community’s culture
.

Within the community, there are novices and experts.   Differing extents of experiences distinguish seasoned veterans from the greenhorns.  Members with more experience are more knowledgeable within the technical and interactive societal aspects of the community.  Furthermore, their riding experience is apparent in their more cautious, safer riding and racing techniques.  Although most of the cycling community is well-intentioned, it is apparent that expert members are more beneficial to members’ social growth and riding experience.  Novices are often distinguished by lack of technical term usage and use of less advanced equipment.  Although different extents of experience may distinguish novices and experts apart, the vast majority of members are eager to involve newcomers in this constructive lifelong sport.  We can accurately assume that most members are more than willing to assist others, and that experience is easily distinguished with poise and confidence.

Although I belong within this community, I do remember being on the outside as well.  While I was outside of this community, the two-wheeled peloton that passed my home every Saturday morning always emitted a sense of mystery.  I had so many questions about the sport, those involved, and what drove them to push pedal stroke after pedal stroke.  I also pondered about their bright, densely designed outfits as I drove past the occasional cyclist on the road.  I thought there were only several types of bicycles, children’s and adults’.  Boy was I ever taken aback when I joined in on this eccentric community.  What I once referred to, as a nuisance on the road, soon became a favorite activity.  I learned what a complex and detailed society it was on the inside.  This sport is not just about who can ride their bicycle the fastest, but also about self-improvement and camaraderie.  Within in the community, I quickly proved all my assumptions about cycling wrong.  These were not two-wheeled road hazards, but respectful, law-abiding citizens who ride for a cornucopia of reasons.  Some ride for exercise, others for a deeper cause, to inspire, be inspired, or for a worthwhile cause.  Many cyclists’ experiences have involved a greater good, often in support of cancer research, disease prevention, or to help assist a fellow cyclist through hard medical times.  Outside of this community, I did not have much respect for the two-wheeled road obstacles. Within the community, I have a much more thorough understanding of this community’s constructive motives, causes, and culture. 
Elizabeth,

This is an Outstanding discourse analysis. You do so many things well here; your discussion is both descriptive and analytical, your points are thoughtful and not obvious, and your overall structure is thorough, controlled and well-executed. I would highly recommend revising this for the final portfolio, as I think it’s an excellent example of metacognitive thinking and in-depth analysis of something so “familiar.” The only major critique I have is actually kind of a compliment: this is WAY longer than the prompt required! See Writer’s Help for guidance on MLA style. That said, however, I think the thoroughness of your examination warrants the length. With the exception of a few places (see comments above), this doesn’t come across as repetitive or rambling. Overall, excellent work. I’m impressed, and I’d be happy to work with you to revise this piece when the time comes. 

�This should be in MLA format- meaning that it should be double-spaced! See Writer’s Help for examples


�Wow- interesting topic and excellent identification of similarities/ differences


�Redundant- you don’t need this adjective


�Again- watch word repetition! 


�Word choice- is it a dilemma or a controversy? 


�Excellent point- the difference between the public and private spheres of the DC


�Very interesting- might the two parts of this point be causally connected? In other words, perhaps the reluctance to talk about doping is a direct result of the fact that the DC prizes “integrity”? In this way, acknowledging that doping exists would undermine that sacred value, and even discussing supplements would subvert the ideal. You might expand this discussion a little bit; there’s a lot to unpack here


�Your focus on public/private here is very successful- nice perspective to introduce


�Good


�Nice point- specialized jargon


�While I appreciate your detailed examination here, I think you might be able to shorten this paragraph a little- it’s a bit repetitive. You could focalize it by addressing only the parts of the DC that are different from casual conversation, like jargon





