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Short Assignment 5: Major Paper 2 Outline

TOPIC: Appropriation of Pocahontas Leads to Cultural Confusion
COMPLEX CLAIM (in-the-works)
The American system of ownership of cultural documents is faulty and far from solid. The current Intellectual Property law is less than satisfactory in both paper and practice due to the arbitrary science and regulation of cultural appropriation, often an abstract concept. In Disney’s classic movie, “Pocahontas”
*The BACKGROUND section seems long. My main chain of thought originates from the appropriation of the original story of Pocahontas to the inaccurate and commercialized image of Native Americans we find in modern culture. This chain of thought is intended to prove that the American system of ownership of cultural documents and artifacts is faulty; such a universally encountered example bypasses the so-called iron walls of the American system of law and ownership.
1. BACKGROUND

a. Original story of Pocahontas, as accounted by John Rolfe

b. Disney’s story of Pocahontas (appropriated)
i. Significant alterations to the original story of Pocahontas

1. Aesthetic details enhanced into more favorable features

2. Plot alterations

a. Less complicated plot; more straightforward (more understandable, therefore marketable)

b. Favorable happy ending vs. original tragic ending
c. Audience appeal

ii. Motives behind significant alterations

1. Commercialism; money

2. Morality of wrongly claiming the ownership of a cultural artifact (the story of Pocahontas)

3. Morality of making financial profit off of an inaccurate claim

iii. Results

1. Skewed image of Native Americans, how (each)?
a. Flawed, inaccurate portrayal (almost biased)
i. Portrayed as is for short-term (length of movie) aesthetic appeal

ii. Instigates widespread misunderstanding

1. Affects those who this inaccurately depicted culture belongs to

b. Offensive, disrespectful

i. Inaccurate depictions

ii. It’s just like a third party outsider claiming to know someone, then completely trashing the person’s reputation. It’s simply unfair, unjust, and immoral for someone who is not equally familiar with a culture, to represent it.

2. Overly -Commercialized

3. Money reigns over all things, including cultural integrity
4. This does not only affect Native Americans, but also the countless cultures, nations, peoples, animals, and everything else in existence that American cinema relentlessly stereotypes. It almost seems like America is comparable to the rebellious teenager, undergoing a series of controversial changes that unfairly involve third party members.
2. THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF OWNERSHIP

a. The American system of ownership applauds the conception of new, innovative ideas. It condemns repetitive and copied ideas.

b. This system is obviously flawed. In this section of my paper I will address the System’s visible intentions and its counterintuitive denials

c. Disney, one of the nation’s largest and most universally recognized corporations, built its enormous platform upon a bed of lies. 

d. Yet the US Govn’t still has not recognized Disney’s blatant use (stealing and calling one’s own) of other cultures’ and nations’ artifacts.

i. Is this on purpose?

ii. Why has the US Govn’t not addressed the fact that abstract ideas and concepts cannot be branded with an explicit owner?

iii. What is the reasoning behind this?

3. PROVING THAT THIS SYSTEM IS OBVIOUSLY FLAWED
a. Primary example: nonfiction first-hand account of colonial settlement (includes John Rolfe’s encounters with Pocahontas)

b. Secondary examples: Disney’s story of Pocahontas

WARRANTS THAT I HAVE NOT WORKED INTO MY OUTLINE YET:
· Only those who are equally, if not more, familiar with a culture should be able to legally represent it. Inaccurate depictions are not only unfair, but also have a domino-like effect on cultural understanding. It’s not good for any party.

· Abstract concepts cannot be branded with a distinct, explicit owner. It’s simply unpractical and there is no way of proving original ownership; it is completely arbitrary.

OLD NOTES:

Alteration of cultural artifact into falsified Disney movie

Appropriation of cultural symbols into mass media and urban culture (inaccurate and misleading ideas, intentions, and notations)

