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Adapting to American culture has undoubtedly been the focus of countless young first-generation adolescents who seek acceptance from their full-fledged American peers. Although no longer an adolescent anymore, Amy Tan explores varying forms of English that she regularly encounters, and their roles in shaping speakers’ perspectives and identities within society, through her speech, “Mother Tongue
”.  Tan’s speech conveys a thorough understanding that character development is significantly influenced by language variation, which has the capability to build one’s intent, passion, and social identity. Tan successfully delivers her story of personal growth through recognition of her own identity’s origins with zeal, leaving the audience with the impression of conclusive unity. Once embarrassed and ashamed of her distinct, non-American heritage and mother, Tan examines her past and embraces her heritage and culture with arms wide open. Amy Tan evokes similar compassionate emotions from her audience through her insecurity-ridden personal journey to reveal her identity within
.

Similar to a vine, Tan was brought up through an Asian culture of regimen and conformity. It was only natural for her to have the urge to “fit in” or assimilate to her American peers. As an adolescent, Tan—like many first generation children—found her family’s faltering English a barrier between being accepted and distinctly isolated.  Bursting out from behind the confining bars of math and science, Amy Tan pursued the rarely-pursued-by-a-Chinese-American career, which is that of a writer. After years of being “keenly aware of the different Englishes [she uses]” in her career of writing and orating, Tan finally realizes the significance of her heritage, starkly symbolized by her mother and their “language of intimacy […] that relates to family talk, the language [she] grew up with” (Tan, 712
). 

Situated between complex, professional English within her line of work and a casual variant of English relating to family talk, Tan becomes conscious of the varying forms of English she utilizes day to day.  Through her essay, “Mother Tongue,” Tan confronts her previous disrespect for her mother’s accent-ridden English with a zealous passion and renewed understanding of her mother’s English.  She reevaluates her past views which reveals that her previous interpretation of her mother’s English—“’broken’ or ‘fractured’ […] needed to be fixed, as if it lacked a certain wholeness and soundness”—was far from complete, like others’ perceptions of the limited English speaker (713).  Needless to say, Tan felt guilty for limiting her perception of those closest to her with the expectations and assumptions of those of who she was assimilating to, “…when I was growing up, my mother’s ‘limited’ English limited my perception of her. I was ashamed of her English. I believed that her English reflected the quality of what she had to say. That is, because she expressed them imperfectly her thoughts were imperfect” (713). Tan ultimately realizes that her shallow perception of her mother’s English overshadowed the well-genuinely wholesome intent her mother meant
.
Once thought to be drastically crippled with a “limited”-English-speaking mother, Amy evokes sympathy from her audience with reflections about the genuine underlying quality of her mother’s speech, Tan’s use of pathos in her personal experiences conveys compassion on a deeply personal level that her audience can individually relate to. By presenting a common emotion that the audience can appeal to, Tan secures and retains their attention through a desire to question and understand their own perception on the roles that varying forms of a language play on personal development
.
What was once believed to have “had an effect on limiting [her] possibilities in life,” Tan embraces her newfound understanding of diverse languages’ role with passion, fire, and a burning desire to do her mother and heritage justice. Tan does just this as best she could through her own way of showing her mother the compassion and well-intent that her mother showed Tan for all her life—through Tan’s passion for literature—a fiction book in a tongue with an audience encompassing her mother, The Joy Luck Club.  Through The Joy Luck Club, Tan redeems herself, capturing “…what language ability tests can never reveal: her [mother’s] intent, her passion, her imagery, the rhythms of her speech and the nature of her thoughts” (716).  After years of walking the fine line between bewildering readers with complex proper English and informal English jargon, Tan reflects upon her past struggles with identifying herself with one community versus the other: the one others expected her to be a part of and the one that she fell naturally into place in. By applying ethos regularly throughout her essay with “broad sociological questions” and introspective interrogations of her past and present values
, Tan hits home with her essay with just enough ethos and a dash of redemption to prove that she completes her climb back up from her initial fall from compassion
.

Although Amy Tan’s personal revelation occurs several decades after she flew from her mother’s nest, her essay proves that personal experience is never out of date. Tan’s mother’s method of upbringing proves to be structured and worthwhile; although Tan remains ignorant of her heritage through her younger years, she returns to her unanswered queries of her past to right her wrongs. Furthermore, Tan’s redemption is a alludes
 to logos, which serves to prove that variations in language play a prominent role in shaping one’s identity and nurturing one’s heart and soul
. 

Amy Tan engages and sustains her audience’s intrigue with a well-crafted essay that weaves personal experience with deep introspective interrogation and sociological questions that convey the general idea of personal growth, one that the entire audience can adhere to.  Tan utilizes ethos for ethical appeal; her ignorant past is overshadowed by her newfound respect and understanding of her and her mother’s heritage. The deep personal experiences found within Tan’s work is portrayed through the concept of pathos, emotional appeal. Amy Tan and her character development symbolize logos, a solid example that language is a prominent factor in personal character development and social identity
.
Elizabeth,

Excellent work. You provide a thoughtful analysis here, not only identifying the function of rhetorical appeals but also exploring wider, more original questions about Tan’s deployment of these devices. I think you have some really interesting insights, and your structure is largely successful. In the revision stage, a slight re-organization might help to make your points even more fluid and your writing more cohesive; you have a wonderful writerly voice, which could be foregrounded with a stricter structure. I’ve pointed out these areas above, and also places where I think you could expand your thoughts a little. Overall, this is well on its way to becoming an Outstanding piece, and I am more than happy to help you in the revision stage if you choose to include it in your Big 4 for the portfolio. Well done! 
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�A more meaningful title would be effective here


�Excellent introductory comments


�Great thesis. It might help to foreground rhetorical jargon up here (ie. Pathos), but it isn’t necessary


�Would you identify the above as Tan’s “situation”? 


�Interesting expansion; you add some nice dimension here. 


�Good- explicit rhetorical terms 


�This is a very important point- perhaps it could occur earlier in the paragraph, sign-posting where you’re going for the reader


�Nice phrase- also, effective analysis of ethos
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�These three points (ethos, pathos and logos) feel like a re-statement of the points of your essay, which is fine but not necessary… they might be more suitable at the beginning of the paragraph, and then you could end with the first sentence of the paragraph- it seems a little more general and reflective





