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Olympic Drug Rings Appropriation

The five interlocking rings represent the five continents originally united by the Olympic Movement—five main regions—of Africa, both North and South America, Asia, Europe, and Oceania (Olympic 1). The appropriation of the Olympic Rings composed of correspondingly colored pills, indicate
 Olympic athletes’ common use of performance-enhancing supplements—often referred to as “doping”. In their efforts to be at the top of their games, these world-class athletes go to extremely secretive and complex lengths to boost their physical performances. Common forms of enhancements come in the form of dietary supplements—pills, powders, and drinks—, others as injections or transfusions. The Olympic Rings has been a universal emblem of athleticism and sportsmanship recognized by nations across the globe for thousands of years. Redesigning the rings from their original smooth, streamlined circles to rings of vibrantly colored pills would undoubtedly bring attention to the athletes’ use of performance-enhancements
.

For most of its history, the Olympic Games or Olympiad embraced a heritage of unity and sport among nations, with the ultimate prize of the olive wreath and return home as a hero.  Apart from the victory, the city of Athens, Greece distinguishes the original Games as a “noble competition and effort to combine the body, mind, and will in a balanced whole
” (Athens 1). In the modern era of the Olympic Games, the same concept of competition and sport are upheld, with modernized improvements and innovations—technology, health and safety measures, regulations.  Although these modern improvements have benefitted athletes and audience alike, cons have also arisen from improved technology. Although the Games originally embraced the pure unity of the human mind, body, and soul, like technology, the Games’ contestants’ values have also evolved.  Such values are reflected in athletes’ frequent illegal use of banned performance-enhancing substances.

The use of substances banned by the International Olympic Committee is an increasingly alarming problem. Not only does it taint the purity of the sportsmanship-based Games, but it also alters the value of the Games itself. The Olympic Games and other physical sports all share a common value of physical performance. Once an unfair advantage is taken, the values of the game are completely skewed. As modernization progresses, so will doping in all levels of athletics
.

Although the World Anti-Doping Agency strives to eradicate all forms of doping in sports, its tests can only be created in response to the development of new methods of doping. Although athletes do not have the explicit intention of tainting the Games’ values, their complex and lengthy efforts to perform to their best ability not only interferes with the Olympic Games’ values, but also endangers their own and the public’s health. Developing such extreme measures of performance-enhancements yields the slight chance of the public acquainting themselves with potentially detrimental health effects—kidney diseases, strokes, and autoimmune, cerebral, and heart diseases (Yahoo Sports 2). According to the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), these common blood doping methods include “synthetic oxygen carriers, erythropoietin (EPO) and blood transfusions” (WADA 1).
Less extreme methods of doping include universally accessible protein powders, milkshakes, drinks, pill supplements, and steroids; all in various physical forms. Once the stone gets rolling, there is no stopping it. Once doping slipped under the radar of officials, civilian athletes seemingly deem doping acceptable, putting their own and others’ health at risk, and reforming the values of sport
.

Artificial enhancements have yielded short-term advantages, but created widespread interference with the values of sports, namely the Olympic Games and other universally known international competitions such as the controversial cycling stage race, the Tour de France. Peppered with controversy, scandal, and ethical conflict, the Olympic Games has evolved—better yet, regressed
—into a devious sports game of hiding unfair advantages. The appropriation of the Olympic Rings comprised of pills instead of streamlined rings that once represented the unity of nations, the “pill-rings” can now be interpreted as an endless interlock of partial physical competition; a far cry from the uniting of the mind, body, and soul
.
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Good start! You provide some really nice information here, and your quotations are especially successful. However, it reads a little like an explanation of the doping phenomenon, rather than an analysis of your appropriative artifact. Is there a way for you to use the questions you raised above as framing mechanisms, so that you can talk more specifically about your artifact and how it engages these questions? If you choose to revise this, you should think about how to shift the emphasis from the general topic to how your artifact articulates it. Good start. 
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