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Popular Culture’s Effect on Personal Identification
Pop culture is everywhere around us. It is apparent in fashion, sports, television, radio, gastronomy, books, and so many other aspects of our everyday lives. Since popular culture is such a large presence in peoples’ lives, it becomes important to determine its effect on people especially in the sense of how it impacts their identity and how they define themselves. While popular culture is not the only factor determining someone’s personal identity, an examination of popular culture’s potential to inspire people and the unique experience that each work of popular culture has on a person will effectively show that popular culture does play an influential part in defining a person. 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: To inspire in what way? Try to concretize your claim a bit more.
Popular culture’s role in self-definition is most obvious in scholars and fanatics. Someone who spends years studying or obsessing over a certain medium in popular culture will probably define themselves predominantly in terms of that particular work of popular culture. These cases demonstrate how big of an influence popular culture can potentially have on a person’s identity. However, these cases are not that common as Gary Westfahl points out in his article, Ways of Defining Personal Identity, and Popular Culture: Two (Largely) Unrelated Subjects, when he states, “The very fact that people such as Esteves garner media attention indicates that they represent a very small minority of the total population of popular culture consumers” (Westfahl). Westfahl argues that since fanatics and scholars constitute a small group in relation to the population, their cases of popular culture influencing their personal identity is not representative of most people. While Westfahl is correct in his argument that most people do not fall into the category of being a scholar or a fanatic of a popular culture work, his follow-up assumption that this means most people are not defined by popular culture fails to consider the complexity of personal definition. Asking whether or not someone is defined by what they like and popular culture gives the impression that the answer has to be black or white when really it is a complex question with a lot of grey area. People are constantly being redefined through their experiences, and their identities are always evolving and incorporating new ideas and thoughts that they come across in their everyday lives. Popular culture plays a large role in peoples’ lives whether or not they want it to because it constitutes so many different aspects of society whether in television, sports, books, and movies. These popular culture works contain thoughts, ideologies, and themes that cause reflection and contemplation, which can result in defining moments. Since there are so many factors that go into defining a person and popular culture is so apparent in society and everyday life, it is very likely that even if a person does not obsess as a scholar or a fanatic over a particular work of popular culture, popular culture has still played a role in their self-identification.  Your analysis in the second half of this paragraph could use a bit more elaboration and persuasive grounding. You start really strong, though. 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Work or medium? The two terms carry different implications.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Articles belong in quotes, not italics.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Who is this? Remember that you need explain the quotes that you provide, give them context.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Since you’ve already made it clear who the author of the quote is, this citation becomes redundant. 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Really excellent demonstration of intertextuality and of your ability to respond directly, as an expert, to existing conversations.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: You’ve really already said it’s complex. You could probably cut this sentence entirely and move right into analysis.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Are these two things really that different? How so?
Another way in which popular culture’s role in personal-definition can be viewed is through examining instances in which people attempt to define themselves or a loved one, such as a first conversation with another person or in an obituary. These are two instances where people try to articulate the things that they find important about themselves and what makes them unique, so in essence they are attempting to define themselves.  These instances of personal identification usually focus on things that the person has done in terms of work, field of study, and relationships. Westfahl makes the point that since what people like in terms of popular culture is usually excluded from this list, popular culture must not be a way in which people are defined. However, what Westfahl fails to mention is how what that person liked in life influenced these bigger more “life-defining moments” of education, work, and relationships. Popular culture has the potential to dramatically shape people subtly because popular culture can inspire people and motivate them to pursue what they are interested in. This motivation and inspiration of people can drive them towards studying certain fields or pursuing certain career paths. Furthermore, popular culture can lead to connections between people in terms of similar interests in certain popular culture works. These connections between people can forge relationships, which is another way in which people are defined according to Westfahl. Therefore, even if people don’t explicitly define themselves in regards to popular culture, the ways in which they define themselves to others could have been influenced by popular culture. The obituary issue actually makes me think of resumes…both are formal documents that define individuals, but within very limited scopes. 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Would “self-identification” work better here? 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: The problem with this is that most people do not write their own obituaries.
The concept of a “collective identity” formed between people that follow similar fads or lifestyles that revolve around a certain kind of popular culture demonstrates further how popular culture can influence personal identity. Popular culture has led to the rise of fads like straightedge, which emphasizes certain beliefs and lifestyle choices. The effect on people of being a part of a popular culture group like this with a “collective identity” is emphasized by Brian Cogan in his essay Pop Culture and Individual Identity when he states, “…the shared belief systems and rituals do not simply provide escape, they provide a sense of meaning and a way of making sense of existence, functioning the same way as religion or ideology” (Cogan). The implication of this argument is that not only does popular culture influence people’s identity, but also it can even give them meaning in their life and a sort of template for which they can live by. These subcultures that arise within popular culture are demonstrative of how popular culture can be a source for ideas and reflections. However, the term “collective identity” gives the impression that everyone who follows that group has the exact same ideas and impressions on what it means to be a part of the group when really it is all the same ideas that are interpreted in different ways. Cogan mentions that the musician who was credited with starting the straightedge movement was rebuffed by a fan for going against the straightedge motto by drinking caffeine. This seemingly insignificant incident demonstrates that even in groups of popular culture where there is a relatively structured set of guidelines for meaning and behavior, these guidelines and meanings are all interpreted differently by their audience. These group identity dynamics illustrates how people are influenced differently by popular culture, and even if they appear to have the same beliefs and ideas from the same product of popular culture, they have different interpretations of these ideas. It might be more beneficial for establishing your own argument to analyze another subculture rather than recapitulating too much of Cogan. 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: This term is generally too passive for professional and academic writing. 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Why be vague here rather than giving a concrete name?
Examining whether or not people being involved in the same genre of popular culture have similar views and beliefs also sheds light on how popular culture is just one of the ways that a person is defined and popular culture works have a unique effect on each consumer. Intuitively, it would seem that if popular culture does have an effect in personal identification, people who take part in the same kinds of popular culture, would have similar views and beliefs. However, studies have shown that even when people are interested in the same things, there still lacks a large consensus on their views on major issues. One of the ways in which this trend was tested was through a survey given to various science fiction writers and editors regarding whether or not they supported the participation of the United States in the Vietnam War. Even though all these people were linked by a common interest in the science fiction genre, they showed considerable disunity in their opinions in the war with forty-seven percent voting in support of the involvement of the United States in the Vietnam War and fifty-three percent voting against it. Westfahl articulates one of the implications from this lack of consensus when he says, “…visible diversity in devotees of certain forms of popular culture would suggest that popular culture contributes little if anything to their overall identities” (Westfahl). Westfahl argues that since there was such disharmony in their political beliefs despite their shared connection in science fiction, popular culture does not define people and what people like does not affect their views and beliefs on important topics. While Westfahl may have effectively shown through his examples that common interest does not guarantee unity in thought on certain contemporary issues, this does not necessarily mean that popular culture does not have an effect on peoples’ viewpoints. He used science fiction as one example to show lack of consensus within this genre’s followers towards involvement of the United States in the Vietnam War. However, what Westfahl fails to include is the vast multiplicity of the science fiction genre. This genre includes thousands of books, television shows, and movies. While these science fiction mediums may have a common thread, they represent many different ideas and themes. Therefore, people who enjoy science fiction and are fans of this genre have probably had different experiences with the genre and haven’t explored all the exact same texts. Every consumer of these mediums also has a different experience with them and takes away different things, so even if two science fiction junkies are watching the same movie, they are not going to have the same exact experience. Furthermore, even if someone is a fan of science fiction, this isn’t the only form of popular culture that may be a part of his or her life. They could be involved in multiple facets of popular culture and draw certain defining characteristics from a vast array of places. People are defined from a wide array of experiences and they can pull fragments of ideas and themes from a huge resource of popular culture in order to piece together their identity. This means that even if people are involved and interested in a certain genre of popular culture, this group isn’t going to be necessarily similar in view points because people are uniquely defined by pop culture, and they draw their personal identities from multiple sources; not from just that one genre.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: You might go through your work and check on how you are using (or not using) commas.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: What kinds of studies? You generally need at least one citation for statements like this.	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Make sure you’re always using present tense when talking about the analysis of others. 	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: Be careful not to overuse this term (especially because “fails” is a very strong verb).	Comment by Alexandra Burgin: I see what you’re getting at here, but it isn’t as persuasive as it could be. People deriving different meanings from the same text isn’t necessarily demonstrative of how that text shapes their identities in different ways. If anything, the causality seems reversed—different epistemologies of people entering the viewing experience will cause different reactions (meaning the identity is already in place, external from the pop culture influence).
The question about whether or not popular culture defines a person is invalid because popular culture is too much a part of everyday life to not have some kind of effect on a person’s self-definition. Therefore, the question should really be about how much of an influence popular culture has on a person’s identity and how popular culture causes this influence. Popular culture is exemplified in millions of various ways, and everyone takes out something different from their experiences with pop culture. Therefore, while some people may in fact spend more time with a certain medium of popular culture, that does not mean that this certain medium is the only one that impacts and shapes this person. There are so many factors and experiences that shape a person that there cannot be one thing that can be pinpointed as the definition of a person.  Rather, a person is defined through various experiences some of which are related to popular culture, and all of these experiences, beliefs, and ideologies come together to shape that person. This conclusion seems to cut off the paper a bit prematurely. You still need some more analysis of how identity actually functions. 
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Writer’s Memo
	The biggest change I made to my first draft was refocusing my paper to incorporate more of my own argument rather than the arguments of the authors I was citing. This was a pretty drastic change to my paper because it required me taking out large parts of my original draft where I was just analyzing the author and inserting more of my own argument. I also had to go back into my thesis and have my thesis reflect this shift in perspective. I also changed the position of one of my paragraphs because I felt like it provided a good transition to the next paragraph in its new location. The concerns I still have with the paper deal mostly with the complexity of the topic and whether I was able to make my argument concise enough despite the far-reaching and vast directions the subject of self-definition can potentially go. I’m also concerned that all the work I deleted from taking away some of my analysis of the other authors may have taken away some of the flow from certain places in my paper particularly from my opening sentences when I’m trying to transition from one idea to the next. I also worry that some of the points I was trying to get across may have started to become repetitive after a while from my attempt to emphasize certain parts of my argument. However, I definitely think that overall this paper works a lot better than the first and has more of my voice and argument in it. After the peer revising session, I studied what was suggested I do to improve my paper, and I took advantage of the revising opportunity to shift my paper to being more of my own complex claim. I also think that I did a good job of embedding the textual evidence within my paragraphs to argue what I was trying to get across. Despite how broad and complex self-identity is I think that for the most part I was able to make a persuasive and cohesive argument about how popular culture is influential to personal definition. 
Chanelle, 
You are right that this paper has come a long ways, particularly with regard to your establishing your own argument rather than privileging the work of the secondary sources. However, your concern with regard to the complexity of the topic as balanced with the clarity/effectiveness of your argument is also astute. There seems to be an underlying issue with regard to the direction of the causality—at what point is identity formed and in what way does pop culture influence it (rather than how it influences pop culture tastes)? Is identity every anything stable? How can we analyze it if it isn’t stable? I think that more than anything, you need clarity for yourself on this issue. Once you figure that out, you have the technical writing skills to develop and articulate your argument more clearly.
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